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工n the begirming it was ca11ed the Ho七el Dobler,built

in 1922 on七he comer of 31s七Ave So. and 3塙h s七.∴So,エt

WaS mean七　七o be an exclusive fishing lodge.bu七it never really

succeeded well.エt was∴a large frane building covered wi七h

s七ucco.The lower floor consisted of a large en七rance hall.

腫圏曹
main lobby,Sun POねCh, dining room,kitchen and pantry霊・ There

Were互2 ren七al rooms ups七airs,籍nd i七al霊o con七ained an eleva七Or

shaft,bu七no eleva七Or WaS eVer ins七a11ed. John Dob|er∴Seemed

unab|e　七O enlarge七he ho七e|.or even manage it very wel| as

On|y a few guest雲came and went. He wa蜜PistoI whipped by |ocal

residen七S because he　|et his black empIoyees∴S七ay in his s七able

a七七ic after dark. A curfew was in effec七in Gu|fpor七a七七ha七

七imゾnd no black per霊Qn WaS∴al動ed七O S七ay in Guifpor七from

一,Sun」down to sun-uP.後, Mrl Dob|er never∴Seemed to regain his

s七rength after∴七he a請もck七o complete his plans for∴the ho七el「

his　答piri七　容ee耽ed　○○棚ple七ely broken・

Ten years later,in 1932 Mr and Mrs Paul B・ Camp bough七

the ho七el Dobler∴and changed the name七O Boca Ciega工nn.嘗he

cos七was録2,3OO.OO for the building and four lo七S. They also

pa王d彊○○.○○で。r王。mi霊hing筈でo再2 renね工で○○鵬。灘

dining room and∴攻i七Chen equipment.A山fu11 basemen計∴ WaS∴料ad台in七O

Gane roo鵬oand a business office was added. Be畠ides the mai耽

t)ut|ding there were ly apar七men七S and 2 cot七ages f乳cing 31st Av鳩

Which were ren七ed by season or mon七h. People renting七hese

p|aces a|so enjoyed the ac七ivi七ies of七he regular gues鴇,and

mos七　Of　七hem　七OOk　七heir mea|s∴a七　the　工rm.工t was opera七ed on

七he American plan wi七h three comple七e mea|s∴a day. Usually

七here were　七WO hundred people for Sunday dirmer.and soon



鎌解of七he蜜職e案七藻we尊e b○○kin営for　琉e c隠孤i鴨∴ye紺.馳e蜜ue癖七薄謝o

r隼でurned se鯛on g宵七e暮∴Se卦SOn S諭id i七輝網　jus七1ike one bi篤h漬PPy

手堅職土工y ge七品n環七○篤e抽er網註n・

馳.裁nd馳S.照患mp wor塙ed七ireles畠y象寮ho雲七霜南　ho憲七e馳,害鳥rivin蜜

to please and鵬虚e their糾es七漂aS COmfor七租bl合緋　PO籍Si帆e.拙ey were

co岬e七en七　and c程reful m程n宗gerSl due perh論雷鳴　七O eXPerie耽e離ined押om

OPer宮七in笛　七heir Tork Beachl m轟me ho七el-　爾11ed Oce怠れ縄OuSe.恥辱七W蜜S

程細れO琉er∴癖e霜籍Onal o‡)e捕七ion七hey o研ned∴脚注ny ye雲で雲.租is∴亀O岬1e鵜i箆

熟繭ired and loved坤everyone七hey co師語七ed, 8n d i七曜S七heir

pe鵬On雲ili七y pri抽象でily,七h霜七魚CC融n七ed∴手or琉e土質患u○○e碧雲・

馳〇年甜堕)瀞Ou工君蜜○也臨壇e七台珊1y eve賞yi職Oming組帝手綱y鮒e欝七

WE!n七ed七o gr wi七h him in七o軸e ci七y he eou掴re七um by七ro11ey la七er.

軸e c魯鵜島　〇日弧e貢ow帆七血e cen七転of聴解看Ch軽l下浦・密甘七er七職rning駕O職七hi紬d

r蜜,n be「拍子een rO常S Of　雲唱e-Old o掃k　せees-　Shaded ail　七he ¥臓y七0　温e end

of t九e line∴象七　七玩ie　録asino. The f憩re W穏一幕　five∴Cen七S;

蝿?雲.種凱p爛患　えn ch紺ge　〇千　七he k主七〇hen　論議d ‡厄奉職n融　七九e　蹴en競答, e宿eh

彊y o雪erin怒( i控eren七Sele語io鵬.誹he鵬亀l需∴棚e he押七y細事elicious

脚主七玩沖en塙　○蜜∴手強e薄れず10ri包象　f士藻h, fru王七箆∴綴n月　Vege七aもle寮.嘗h急七千〇〇患

棚S∴anO軌er bi鎧∴re鵬On for∴七heir popularl七y. no pl急Ce for one on a diet!

鵡r霊.補職p u霊u魯11y e耽ploye館　bl霜c鳴銅hefs w九〇　七で盈Vel土質‡悌王朝∵軌e睨挿o脇

寮琉姦　b急転e観

艶象上ne　議場h ye雲r.餌e o‡’七hese pre押red me敦七霊,穏照瑠馳駆　七he br粥ds∴親nd

pas七ries, fresh ea,Ch煽y●　Hven七闇11y he le鞘∵Them七O urO抽in蹄ew Urleans

王n嘉疏擾,-町h合　餌禽獣七er-- bし高　he c綱e
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back to see七he Camps once a year to thank Mrs Camp for giving

him such亀g○○d s七ar °Ward his career.

¥

Anoth。r mainstay th。y had was a.。markabl。 #崇man

腿med ”Major”. He was be11man,Chauffer子Waiter.houseman and

all around唖さjordomo.’一He star七ed working for the Camps when

he was∴Sixteen years old and was wiih them when they sold the

工m亀lmo筈七生O years la七e輔.

The grounds around七he工nn were always well kept and

bea師iful with blooming flowers and plan七Se∴Å七me ar七esian

Well 'On the back sIopelWaS∴always a busy center' It bub班㊧d

uP Clear and cool like a spring.and people from∴all over Gulfport

brought their jugs and bottles to be filled wi七h the p函紺tesian

Water. Many who drank it every day declared they had found "the

七me fo皿七ain of you七h.,,

Enter七ainmant at the Im was varied and lively. Day time

ac七ivi七ies consis七ed of spir‘ited shuffle boa.d mat。h。S壷。ming,

boa琉ng and fishing.There were many lawn parties'Or Pionic lunch

grOuPS,On gOOd wea七her days. Transporta七ion was arranged for

those who wanted to a七七end ChurchIthe Theaterl muSica|s,Or

lectur.es in the downtown area. Thursday nigh七WaS Party night

and all七he women wore party dresses,and the men black ti㊤S.

After dimerlbridge証ngo・Or Other card games were enjoyed

and MrsICamp always provided a prize for each table。 An Ar七

teacher came once a week to give lessons to those who wished

七O draw,Or Paint'and the class was held on the lawn∴facing

七he water・ Saturday nigh七s usua11y found the residen七s of the Im

at the Gulfport Casin㊦ Where they joined.or watched.the dancers.

The floor∴there was satd to be七he best in the arealand always

CrOWded. Often a group woutd ge七toge七her and go over地Tampa
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to eat in one of七he beau七iful old La七in ouar七er∴瞥eS七auran七s

and enjoy七he spicy Spanish foods'七he music and the flamenco

dancers.Chris七mas was∴always a gala七ime a七唖e工nnIand the

plac葦。rated f.。m七。P七。軸。m. 。here was a huge七r。。 in

七he |obby wi七h gi靴s for everyone・ CaroIs were sung裏and each

PerSOni reCieved a gift from七he C曳mps.

The s七ar七of world war七WO SaW a∴SIow down of many

activities,and in 197|七he C翻ps c|osed七heir popu|ar工m and

i七was never∴reOPened. Then came a depressing七ime of watching

the s七a七ely old bui|ding fall in七O decay and neglect. Vandals

bro盤e the windows,七ore ou七七he plunbinglremOVed七he doors

and any鎚ng else七hey could carry awaye The local police

COu|d not cope wi七h their des七ructive activitiesland七he place

fell into ruin wi七h no七hing |eft but rubbish.工七WaS a SOrry

Sight七O tO ℃hink how wel|七he place had been∴kept d肝ing七he

almos七for七y years七he Camps had managed i七● ‡七became an

eerie sigh七,fu11 of ghos七S and wierd soundse Ånyone pass王ng

tha七comer a七nigh七, Cr襲SSed七he s七ree七and walked faster as

七hey approached　七he r鴫in.

De孤0工王琉oni fina工ly arr王ved in 囲閣 and ne王ghbor雲
Were Sad七o wa七Ch七he bu11dozers |evel七he once beau七iful

Old醐Im'七hey had poin七ed七o wi七h pride. '印day

SaW軸e end of an era,a七ime when |ife was leisurelyland

gracious peop|e found qua|i七y∴and comfor七in the friendly

0工d Boca C王ega王m
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