
cap! 。古lctt。r fr。m Mr.s. Wmiam H. M。Call.即f亘a融dg。,掴. 12816 ,。

事 軋oise I,. Robeson, 5825 28th Av. s, Gulfport.随y ll, 19卵

When my husband and I cane to Boca Ciega工m in 1946, there already were

quite a few there who were real old timers.工t wa答1ike a big family.

恥e first night I arrived at Boca ciega工nn工heard Pa,ul Camp Sr. call "Major,

bI.ing the CoIonel his iceII and I thought it odd that a腺jor∴§hould bring the l

CoIonel ice for his cocktail. I found out next day the Ma.jor was∴nOt la∴皿ilitary

man but one of the finest additions to the Inn- he wa§ in charge of all the

COmfoI.tS Of the guests.

The food∴was the best I ever had any壷ace and Bes容Caxp(Mrs. Paul Camp Sr。)

WaS∴reSPOnSible for the kitche種・ She脇de up the menus fo富the dayl SuPervised the

COO蛭ng. althou如they ha,d a,n eXCellent chef. Bess could take over at a mimte・s

noti.ce and pr'epare all the狐eals if necessary.

Paul Sr・ Went tO market every皿Orning and if any guests∴Wanted七O gO tO the

Ci七y with him they cou|d∴and then∴take the tI.Ouey back. FmitsI Vege七ables' eggS

etC. Were bought fresh eveI.y day by crate and case. It wa.s no pl租ce to be on a

me trolley in those day§ Came 。own the nenter of J3eanh Blvd. after tuming

from 22nd Av・ I believe there was a switch wheee you waited皿idway dom the lovely

green∴area for the car that was at the end of七he lin6 in front of the Casino.

On a ho七day in S七・ Pete it felt at least lO or 15 degrees cooler the minute you

虹t Beach Boulevard and that nice∴StretCh of green grass in the middle and the

breeze co皿ing -坤でro肌∴七he Bay●

恥e evenings were spent in leaming to s孤OCk' CrOChet. knit, do cross stitch

etc. which Bess taught a11 who wanted to leam. Bes§ neVer Wanted to sit with idle

hands.鵬dnesday ni如t was party night and a11 the ladies wore lovely evening

dresses and the men’black tieき。鴫played brid脅e and Bess h象d a prize for every



O

table- items that came from her∴Shop in　七he basement of the Inn。

Bess and a ga工named Elle who ran the shap, did its∴Shopping∴When they∴Went

North in May on their way to York Beachl Maine. Bess lateI. OPened a §hop on

Beach Blvd. near七he Po雲七　〇でfi章e.

Christmas∴Wa忠∴亀WOnderful ti皿e fo富we had a beauti如l tree and everyone got a

gift fro調the Camps- Sele。ted from their Shop- and other§ e霞Changed gifts

around the tree・ Ellis and his family and Bob from Miami ahd his family c亀me

l.xp- Pa111 Jr. was not married at that time. Ellis st籍yed mos七Of the阻n七er.

me flshing pier of course was an a七tra.ction especially for my山iLBband who

SPent eVery d.ay there. He was lame and did not come b象ck for lunch but Major

brought him sandwiches etc. He would dress for breakfast' gO back to cr11r rOOmS

and pu七　On his fishing togs and go to　七he Pier. HeB Came back about five without

any fish because he had given them away and then he would dress for dinner.

We had∴an a串eacher∴Who came and gave lessons to those who w恥ted to leam

to pa′int. #e sat on the lawn facing the water.工spent睨ny dollars on

P乳i競再ing equipment but never became an artist. However, it was funJ

uf course bridge was∴Played a grea,t deal but bingo and other games we寄e∴also

enjoて,ed. Sometimes we would go over to the Casino and wa.tch the dancers but not

many of us joined the腿・ Some be10nged to a shuffleboard club, SOme ju尽t sat

around and visited with each other.鎚shing and swi血ming of course were enjoyed

by many。工　correspondedwith many of these people for a while.

Th。re Were a few∴rO皿anCeS Which were of interest to everyone. Since we were

like a la’rge family ear?h∴was interested in wh敦t the others did. About once i亀thre馬.

Weeks we would get押a group and go over to鳴xpa to one of the Spa.nish

reStaurantS. mose who had c包rs∴Were Very generOuS in taking us for t貫ips durin蜜

もhe d包y.

mo的脆s one old gen七1eman who may have been one of the mmionaires Paul Jr・



mentioned in the artirle in llme GabberlI. He wanted evervone-s a,ttention and

disliked very much our interes七in lIsch皿OOChing置l as he ca11ed it. He had been

COming theI.e yearS before I did.

At that∴ti孤e the black people who worked in h±mes etc. had to be at the front

Of the Casino at nine oIclock to get the trolley back to St. Pete. mere was∴a

POliceman there who knew∴a11 of them. m敦nk God that sort of thing no Ionger ・、

exi霜もs.

Thi雲　chit-Cha・t Will be of interest on工y to those who knew the Inn in those

happy d楓ys. I havenlt been back to Gulfport for three years and工know工wi11

mi霊s the lnn where I had so many happy days.
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