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A Gulfport Landmark in
St. Petersburg

Due to the bound-
ary changes in the 1920’s a

very important Historical
landmark of Gulfport’s is
now in St. Petersburg.

The Glen Oak
Cemetery established in
1874 by our early settlers
was, after a hard three
year fight, designated a
Landmark in 1992 by the
City of St. Petersburg.
That City has set up a
management  plan
which includes a fence,
lighting,Historic
Marker, and upkeep.
This is very important
as vandals are steal-
ing tombstones and
destroying the site.

The estimated cost
is $4000 which
must come from
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the Public. In
actuality not
being

a .St
Petersburg land-

‘mark, funding is
very difficult. A committee of

concerned people have come up
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Continued from page 1
A Gulfport Landmark

the Adopt-a Landmark Program.

Glen Oak was more than just a
cemetery. It was used as a meet-
ing place that united the settle-
ments for picnics and worship
before a church was built. For
many years it was the only burial
ground in the southern section of
Pinellas County. One by one the
people who carved our settlement
out of wilderness came to rest
here. The Barnetts, Nashes,
Torres, Roberts, Wintergill,
Leonardy, Phillips, Thomas,
Sawyers, Bozemans, Stradas,
Webbs, Mears, Eatons, Kimballs,
Donaldson, Huffs, Weathers and
the list goes on and on, a roll call
of our history.

Mr. Murray Mears of Dade City
and Florida Power Corp have
donated the fence material need-
ed. John T. Leslie, sons of the
Confederacy Group of Tampa (Mr.
Leslie laid out the second subdivi-
sion in Gulfport) will replace vet-
eran's stones and St. Pete
Preservation has offered to clean
remaining stones. Manpower is
needed to erect the fence and
clean up. If you would like more
information on this program or
how you can help with money,
materials, or labor, contact Linda
Pelmen " 893-7281 St Pete
Planning Dept. or Claudette Dean
327-0505 Gulfport Historical
Museum.

Your help is greatly needed.
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A Page In History
“Alvah Curtis Roebuck”

If you were to ask what
Gulfport has in common with
“Sears”, the answer would be
“Roebuck”. Alvah Curtis Roebuck
was much more than a second
name in “Sears & Roebuck”. He
was a business genius. A very
independent person, whose only
yardstick for success was his own,
for he rejected the trappings of the
“Social World” of the successful.

Perhaps his down-to-earth atti-
tude was a reflection of his pio-
neer heritage. His great-great
grandfather served in the Colonial
Army of Virginia and later became
on of the first two white settlers of
Mercer County, Ohio.

Mr. Roebuck was born jan. 8,
1864 in Indiana to Samuel and
Mary (Wolf) Roebuck, both of
English ancestry. At the age of 13,
because of the death of his father,
it was necessary that young Alvah
learn a trade. His choice was
watch-making and engraving. His
first job after graduation from
school was with R.W. Sears of
Chicago, as head of watch assem-
bling, timing and repair. When
Mr. Sears disposed of his business
in 1889, Mr. Roebuck, then 25,
bought 1/2 interest in the watch
business and changed the name to
“A. C. Roebuck Co.” taking full
management of the company. In a
short time he owned the entire
company.

Again joining forces with Mr.
Sears selling watches and jewelry
by mail, by 1895, they added
other lines of merchandise, moved
to Chicago and changed the name
to “Sears & Roebuck”. With some
the story would have ended there,
but not Alvah Roebuck. As a side
business he had organized an

“Enterprize Optical Manufacturing
Co.”, manufacturing moving pic-
ture machines and sold all his
interest in Sears & Roebuck.

In 1912 Mr. Sears started man
ufacturing the “Emerson” type-
writer and again joined forces with
Mr. Roebuck. By the end of 1912
Mr. Roebuck with a new design for
a typewriter, named his design
“Woodstock Typewriter” and
changed the name of the company
to Woodstock and became
President, Treasurer and Manager.
As soon as the company was well
established, he resigned and
turned his attention to redesigning
the Motograph, moving picture
machine. The company was soon
making half of the Movie
Projectors sold in the U.S.

At the age of 60 he sold all his
business interests and with
thoughts of retirement came to St.
Petersburg. However he was
attracted to the small town atmos-
phere, friendliness and beauty of
Gulfport. In January of 1924,
Alvah Curtis Roebuck and his wife
of 24 years, Blanch (Lett) Roebuck
and their two children Lucille May
and Alvah Curtis Jr. made Gulfport
their home, buying a lot and erect-
ing a “Sears” Kit Home.

End of story? Not by a long
way. He became so impressed
with Kit Homes he forgot retire-
ment. He began buying lots,
erecting houses with the help of
Gulfport tradesmen, and selling
completed homes. Always having
to improve on what existed, he
bought a tract of land west of 52
St. from 30 Ave. to the waterfront
and stated redesigning and build-
ing homes. This area known as
“Roebuck Park”, with the homes
almost 70 years old, stand today as
a tribute to a man with a vision
and his architectural style tran
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scends into the present.

While many came to
Gulfport only for profit, with no
regard for the community and left’
not so with Mr. Roebuck. This
was his home and he became part
of the community serving on
Council and as Council President.
His children attended our local
schools. Mr. Roebuck is a
Gulfport resident and builder to be
remembered.

Claudette Renney Dean
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Museum Report

December was a busy time at
the museum and a big Thanks
goes to Mary Atkinson and
Maureen Langdon for their help
with Holiday decorations.
Everyone who visited enjoyed the
display of toys past.

In January there will be a dis-
play on WW |l honoring our ser-
vicemen.

The job of making up our
History Scrap Books in an ongoing
project. Helpers are always wel-
come. No experience necessary.
We are growing and many new
people are finding their way to the
Museum. All seem to enjoy our
historic displays and many are sur-
prised at the extent of that History.

Donations keep coming in. A bigg™

Thank You goes to George and
Laurette Payne, Tim McCarthy,
Ruth Huff Saylor, Susan Silva,
Louie and Bobby Worthington,
Mary Atkinson, T.C. Roberts for
our December donations.

Starting January 15, 1994, the
Saturday hours for the remainder
of the winter will be 1 - 3 p.m.

Stop in and pay us a visit and
bring a friend. We love visitors.
NO CHARGE.

A Salute To a Fine
Young Man

Adam Silva, a most able and
dependable museum worker from
assisting visitors to working the
copy machine is a great help. No
job is too large or too small, and
all done to perfection.

Adam is a young man of many
interests from woodworking, sail-
ing, to biking. He is always
involved in community projects.
Perhaps his interest in local history
and legend comes from loving in
on of Gulfport’s historic homes
and the shared interest and sup-
port he receives at home rein-
forces his quest. If he continues
on his present course he will be
Gulfport’s future historian.

For his tender age of 13, this
young man has earned the respect
of the adults who work with him.

We are proud of you, Adam,
keep up the good work. You are a
real P.R. person for the youth of
Gulfport.

Message From The

President @

Dear Friends,

Thank you for a wonderful
beginning for my second time at
being your president. | appreciate
your support and help in the pro-
jects we have begun and will con-
tinue to be attempting. | cannot
accomplish anything without you.

| wish all of you the happiest
of New Years. May this be the
best you have ever had.

January meeting at the muse-
um will be Tuesday, January 11,
1994 at 7:30 p.m. See you there!

Catherine Hickman

Calendar Distribution

,-;-;jr?‘_ﬁ

It has been a pleasure to again
distribute the Society’s Calendar,
325 to date, because Library Staff
and selected merchants have been
gracious about supplementing
sales at the Museum. First deliver-
ies were made as follows: Oct.
24, Library, 25 (Judy had given
Doris 10 - | accepted $18.00 and
added the last one to may count);
Bay Breeze Beauty Salon, 25;
Vegetable Kingdom, 40; Suncoast
Food Store, 5 (new depot); and
The Gabber prepaid for 20; Mary
Atkinson, for 10. Remaining to be
sold are about ten of the 145
accepted by the Library, 20 at VK,
and too many at BBBS. | have
sold 18 of the 20, kept and have
16 in the car. Several of us sold
23 at the Lion’s Breakfast 11/7 and
others, 13 from the Library supply
at the Arts Council Fiesta 11/27-
28.

| delivered complimentary
copies to each of the 14 advertis-
ers and collected $300.00 bal-
ances due. Mary gave the remain-
ing 2 theirs while collection an
addition $100.00 due. Monies
were collected routinely and given
Acting Treasure Margaret Brooks
or Treasurer Inez Foley. | received
a FUNB check for $100.00 pay-
ment for fifty calendars delivered
by Margaret to the Bank at their
request. Financial data is avail-
able.

An announcement in the
Gabber January 7 was discussed
with vendors 12/31 and states that
after January 15, calendars will be

Continued on page 4




Continued from page 3
Calendar Distribution
available at the Library and the
Museum (Wed. 9-1 and Sat. 1-3).
For the Society | thank those who
have sold or will sell, to help us

with this worthwhile project.

The Calendar describes our
City government, lists community
organizations with data to enable
contacts to be made by those
interested in joining or in avoiding
conflicting dates for meetings.
Some may be interested in helping
with volunteer services needed in
our community, others may collect
them or use facts to document
family histories. Many long time
residents may well have informa-
tion which could be used in future
calendars - if so please call
President Cathy Hickman, 345-
1001. :

Frances Purdy

GULFPORT
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

! A
P.O. Box 5152
Gulfport, Florida 33737

—<7Book Review
=="Tales of Old Florida”
edited by Frank Appel and

Tony Meisel

This book consists of a collec-
tion of stories written from 1886 to
1911; a time when much of
Florida was still a frontier. A
wilderness of swamp, beach,
dense forest with abundant wild
game brought adventure seeking
people from the North.

Their recanting of their trips,
be it turtle hunting, bird watching,
shooting razorbacks, to Tarpon
fishing is interesting and again
humorous; much like the fish sto-
ries that grow with time. The sto-
ryteller is always the Hero, but
then it’s their story.

Even with some stories seem-
ing repetitious it enables you to get
a more reliable realism of the
impending situation.

Anyone who enjoys history, or
is interested in how things were
done in the days gone by, would
enjoy this book.

It is easy reading and one that
can be picked up when you have
a limited time for reading enjoy-
ment.

| giveita: "Thumbs Up”.

Claudette Dean

Keith’s Famous Fudge

3 cups sugar

2/3 cup Hershey’s cocoa
1/8 teaspoon salt

1 1/2 cups milk

1/4 cup butter

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Butter an 8 or 9 inch pan. Set
aside. In heavy 4 quart
saucepan combine sugar,
cocoa and salt, stir in milk.
Cook over medium heat, stir-
ring constantly, until mixture
comes to a full rolling boil.
Boil without stirring, to 234
degrees F (soft-ball stage).
Remove from heat. Add butter
and vanilla. Do not stir. Cool
at room temperature to 110
degrees F (lukewarm). Beat
until fudge thickens and loses
some of its gloss. Quickly
spread in to prepared pan.
Cool. Cutinto squares. Enjoy.
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Okamato, Lorinar

Olson, Jack 323-4266
Onweller, Juanita 576-3730
Osgood, Frances 321-4016
Owens, Sherman

Padula, Arthur 321-5717
Parkview Motel 321-8582
Parzyck, Marion

Paul, Helen 327-1341
Payne, George & Laurette 344-6535
Perrone, Erni 343-3602
Phillips, John "Ted"” & Goldie 343-0107
Platz, Dr. Mary 381-6090
Plotnick, Phyllis 345-3809
Pottenger, Tavia 347-4412
Purdy, Frances 343-3683
Purtee, Barbara 343-2227
Rautman, Arthur & Emily 321-7910
Reed, Ruby 321-6457
Roberts, TC 321-2436
Rondeau, Patricia 381-1912
Ryerson, Judy 343-9614
Saieva, Jane 321-1367
Sandor, Edna 381-1578
Schearer, Howard & Marion 305-792-5361
Schneidt, Johanna 704-847-0114
Simonds, Anita 345-7938
Skeith, Frank & Marilyn

Smith, Adele 343-0418
Smith, Richard & Genieve 545-5867
Somma, Caroline 343-0978

Soutullo, Joseph & Elizabeth 343-8531
Speechley, Steve & Jo An

Stanton, Ken 381-6483
Stoddard, C.W.

Taylor, Marilyn

Todson, Shirley 321-1180
Toth, Diane 521-3269
Walker, Ruby 347-9968
Webb, Joseph

Weber, Thomas 345-6652
Welch-Easter, Virginia 343-4046
Wetting, Kirsten 321-1255
Worthington, Harley 323-3392
Wright, Jane 541-4790
Yokum, Yvonne (Bonnie) 345-0070
Young, Catherine

Zieres, Elmer 347-6226

7685 E. Danielle Circle, Anaheim
5020 26 Ave. So., 33707

2001 83 Ave. No., 33702

2610 47 St. So., 33711

RR2 Box 622, Spring Hill

2508 50 St. So., 33707
2808 Beach Blvd., 33707
6114 9 Ave. So., 33707
5230 29 Ave. So., 33707
2850 59 St. So., 33707
5727 30 Ave. So., 33707
2850 59 St. So., 33707
§900 Shore Blvd., 33707
3038 Dupont St. So., 33707
PO Box 10982

3019 59 St. So., 33707
5705 17 Ave. So., 33707

2813 48 St. So., 33711

3025 50 St. So., 33707

5307 23 Ave. So., 33707

1212 Freemont St. So., 33707
5855 27 Ave. So., 33707

5233 Delette Ave., 33707
6025 Shore Blvd., 33707
Plantation

Mathews New Town, NC
6218 10 Ave. So., 33707
5320 28 Ave. So., 33707
5925 Shore Blvd., 33707
6343 92 Place No., 33565
5960 30 Ave. So., 33707
7242 33 Ave. No., 33710
5934 Skimmer Pt., 33707
804 59 St. So., 33707
593 Midway

2813 57 St. So., 33707
2644 49 St. So., 33711
1033 50 Ave. No., 33703

2614 58 St. So., 33707
189 Mobile, Altamonte
2102 56 St. So., 33707
5730 28 Ave. So., 33707
2316 49 St. So., 33707
2802 53 St. So., 33707
10008 Daffodil St.

6282 10 Ave. So., 33707
7372 Orchard, Fairview
3010 59 St. So., 33707
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