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TRISTATE TOUCHSTONES
THE GLASS HAND

" BY MARK CURNUTTE

The Cincinnati Enquirer

The Frisch’s Big Boy, Emﬁ _onm_ icon,
has gone Liz Taylor. ' _

He has been plucked and Eowmm
from the top of his white cap to the tip of
his saddle shoes. /

His ears are now at _mmmn 2 inches
smaller and pinned back. _

The slingshot has been cut from his,

- hip pocket, his right buttock reshaped.

He’s thinner and taller. -~ .

And, yes, the red-and-white checks
on his overalls are slightly bigger.

The man behind Big Boy’s plastic —
er, fiberglass — surgery is Tristate arti-
san Eric Kilb. He owns the Glass Hand
a fiberglass fabricating company, and
works outof a mzmQ vEESm ina Hmﬁo..
Creek junkyard. i

Mr. Kilb. 37. rmm had a oo:qmon. since

»

Tstaie @mw%&%amg:m% Kilb sp; fs up that f amiliar hamburger fella
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out across the United States later this yearto ,“
... years ago, chopped into little pieces and dis-
tributed all around town with a :oﬁm. that _.mwm. .

Bmwm a documentary about Big Boy. -
- “I¢'s about thé people who have a fascina-

: no= ‘with this American icon,” says Chris

O’Donnell, 37, an Oberlin College graduate

s:o 8mnrmw moEa design at wom8= GE%? v

. “Mr. 0.0oE.a: Ea his two 8@3&:83 _
"'Henry Cline and Danny Tucker, will film a

* Michigan couple who have eaten at the same
/- Big Boy every day for 30-years. :

-Another scene will mmmgm Em story of a
Toledo Big Boy, who was stolen three or four

" “BigBoyisdead.” ‘: i
Mr. O’'Donnell, a boom ovon;oa mon Bm:%
, feature films, is himself aBigBoyfan. -
He bought a 7-foot mSEm HﬂoB.w no:mosn a
*fewyears ago. - : :
“It’s too big for my mvmnEm:r: he says.
“It's in a friend’s loft. T have visitation rights.”

" — Znn_n 0_5.58
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»Where: Nmmo.x*mmc%an_ ”
Taylerbreek: & 70 (ol

»-Established: 1990. Cin

» Owner: Eric Kilb.

» Number of employees: Three.

»- Also makes: Besides Big Boy
statues, the company manufactures
exterior body parts for mobile health
clinics and similar vehicles, pieces for’
clock and bell displays, machinery
covers and prototype models a dozen
or two-dozen at a time.

» Phone: 353-4777.
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' Boy’s also been an icebreaker and a

1. who we are,

er, mvmnm_mww — mcnmwaN is Tristate arti-
san Eric Kilb. He owns the Glass Hand,
a fiberglass fabricating noBum:%. and
works out of a dusty building in a Taylor
Creek junkyard.

Mr. Kilb, 37, has had a contract since
1990 with Walnut Hills-based Frisch’s
Restaurants Inc. (the regional operator |
of the Big Boy ormmuv to build and repair
Big Boy statues. His is one of only a
handful of businesses nationwide that
work on the statues. Elias Bros: Big Boy
Restaurants Inc. in Warren, Mich.,

. holds io&mﬁan @m:n:_msm rights 8. v
+Big Boy. il

Sinice Mr. E_v :um had t
deal, he has created 20 of the
:&mw_mnma 8foot models (double-deck
hamburger chest high) and 15 of the 7-
foot tall “little guys” (burger on plate,
above head), and repaired dozens of
previously built Big Boys. He’s had his.
hands on almost all of the 100-some Big °
Boys at Frisch’s nmmmmcnwiw in O?o
Kentucky and Indiana. -~ - :

- Mr. Kilb goes out of his way 8 vm
good to Big Boy — Big Boy now gets
covered in the same UV-ray resistant
, paint as a Toyota Camry — because w_m
Boy has been very good to him. -

Big Boy means a steady stream of

" work for Mr. Kilb’s three-man shop.

Frisch’s was his first _ocs:os he’
opened the Glass Hand in 1990. Big’
walking (well, sort of) mmﬁwammama ﬁg
the business. :

“Companies will call and ask, eﬁsn
-else have you done?’ 1 say, ‘Have you

- "ever seen a Big Boy?' Then they know -

»

says Mr. Kilb, who lives in °

\

. (Please see BIG BOY, Page D2)
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>m J ane OBBQ. wmnm_.mon lay’
dying of cancer, her hospital room
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4.” — Harrison Ford, on real life vs. reel life.

— Enquirer news services

~don’t want to rush into
hat I'could regret forey-
€ same time, - there is
‘tter -than having some-

cares for ‘you ‘and for.

care — it's just not how

things would be.

ing in a fairy-tale world,
a real love out there,

there are no doubts? .

know would probably
’é a good relationship
stay .together. How do
ove?: B
-ONFUSED HEART
‘ONFUSED: When in
. Your girlfriend- may
irst, but you would be
favor. She will not be
a man who doesn’t
1, and the sooner you
».the sooner she can-
! s0 she can look for
» will love her.
* your quéstion about
of love, I will summa-
Il my teen readers: ,
" it is love indicates
1eans liking a person
7ing. Love is giving,
is wanting the best
rou love. It doesn’t
" amvdnmmamnm. .
ts to share. To the
e, you give your
'our dreams,
we is honest” and
' goes by and you
ut the object of your
ur love seems to
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE D1
College Hill with his wife, Cindy,
and their son, F orrest, a freshman
at Walnut Hills High School. “You
can’t beat the recognition Big Boy.
-has brought us,” o
The care and feeding of Big
Boys is so time-consuming that M,
Kilb hired his third employee — a

former auto painter — to do noth-
.Sm___

ing but handle them,

“It’s a great pick-up line.

I make Big Boy statues,” ” says
Rick Ralston Jr., 22, a 1993 East
Central (Ind.) High School gradu-
ate. “There’s not many jobs where
§0 many people see your work.”

Since Mr. Ralston joined the
Glass Hand two years ago, he and
Mr. Kilb have standardized the
building and repair of Big Boy. .

The new 8-foot Big Boy has 16 :
pieces, -plus a base, The hollow, .
fiberglass guy weighs - about 100 .
pounds. wmm_._nzmasm him is a 10-
day job for Mr. Ralston, Painting
him s a 19-step process that be-
gins with the buns — his, not the
hamburger’s,

The first three days are spent
sanding Big Boy with an air-pow-
ered machine. Putting on a green-
ish-gray primer, which reveals pin
holes and other imperfections, re- :
quires another two days. An addi-
tional two days are used to fill in or -
repair the damage, The final three
days are dedicated to the actual
painting and application of a clear-
coat finish, - B

declarer's foresight In partially elim-

increased, Mr. Kilb .m,m.ﬁ_. becatise

of the auto paint and other produc-
tion improvements he has made,

He'd rather not say how much a:

Big Boy costs to make,
“Spring is a busy time for

Big
Boys,” he says.

“Store managers
will walk outside, look at Big Boy
and say, ‘He looks. bad.’ They (cor-
porate rmmmncmnmqu. now keep a
backlog of three or four so we don’t
have to work under the gun quite
as much.” -, . . ,

‘A paint for the pickles

How .recognizable is Big Boy?
Mr. Kilb’s paint supplier carries
“Big Boy Flesh,” “Big  Boy Red”
and “Big Boy Green” — for the
pickles, - RS

“I pick up the phone and tell
‘em, ‘Hey, send me down a quart of
‘Big Boy Cheese,’ " Mr. Kilb says.
“They know exactly what I mean,
They've got it matched in thejr
computer.” .

Mr. Kilb’s raw ‘materials are
continuous fiberglass strands that
come in 50-pound rolls and one-six-

teenth-inch' thick fiberglass mat- ..

mn:ﬁimmmrﬁ\n onsnmmnmnmacﬁm
foot. .« - - [ _

To create both molds and fin-
ished pieces, the strand is fed

The Cincinnati Enquirer's|

. Glass Hand employee,-

through a high-pressure machine
called a chopper gun..

" The fiberglass strand bonds to a
polyester resin, thanks to a liquid
catalyst. The material dries to a
finish that can be cut with a knife.

"~ Steve McGowan, an original
runs the
chopper gun. The Covedale man
once bought a plastic Big Boy bank
from a restaurant, illuminated jt
and placed it on his truck as a hood
ornament.

“Fun stuff,” such as Big Boy,

accounts for about half of the O_wm.w_ ,

Hand’s business. :
Mr. Kilb learned the fiberglass

- trade working for boat manufactur-

ers here and in Zm<m@m and Arizo-
qna. E .

He also worked for the former
Cincinnati-based Taft Attractions
and Kings Productions, creating fi-
berglass Hanna-Barbera cartoon.

- characters — Scooby Doo, Fred

Flintstone — for theme parks.
But Big Boy is his signature
work.
He has collected almost every-
thing Big Boy and keeps it in his

office, which’ s layered with the -

white dust of sanded fiberglass.
On the v::m::.com_z_. there’s a

Ocmmm Jeans ad with Big Boy in the

" business.from one of Mr. Ellison's+

* Continuously updated
during trading hours

gty

e
background. Beside it is a Quig-
man’s cartoon from 1996, T

In the cartoon, Big Boy's sitting--
in an easy chair in front of hig -
television after a hard day’s workvet
He’s still holding the burger and:--
reading the newspaper. Ny

His wife stands at the kitcheny;
doorway and says: All I'm saying ST
either you find another job or - el
Pry. that thing off the Dlate and=
EAT it -

Rty
~Big Boy built the business
Big Boy is on the back of.3;),
Harlon Ellison comic book. - il
One of McDonald's twisted golg-

en arches sprouts
wmwa,mm:wmmnm mEozmoEmnErn

from Big Boy's..,

ined pieces of Americana in thé~*
blue glass desert. - i

(Mr. Kilb took the name’of his

5%

veve

stories, ‘“The Demon with the’s
Glass Hand”), "
~ And he has built the Glass Hand.;;.
on Big Boy. A ) iy
“You can’t sit in a Frisch’s
parking lot on a weekend and not*r
see three or four kids hug Big Boy'=
in 15 minutes,” Mr. Kilb says. o
He understands, ) i
He feels like hugging him, too"
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inating the heart suit would have Stock Ouote Haflinea 4ia.o -

paid off — East could not have
exited safely.
cash two hinh

00, , D8 Boy's life expectancy has *Stock quotes available-
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