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"YELVERTON COUNTRY” is the title of alecture hv Stephen Paul Pe\ illn s
p.nt. February /at the Chester Town Hall on Kinys Hiyhwav between Chester and
Suyar Loaf. Shown above is the home built hv ./ohn Yelverion at an Oramie (oun
try crossroads he called Chester in 1755: now aprivate residence, the house operated
us an inn for many vears and »vc/.9 visited by such Ifith century personayes as (»('f nye
lYashin.y/on. Alexander Hamilton, and .-Xaron Burr. (Photo hv P.F.. ('h ne)

Chester heritage linked to England
m i n e a n d o n t o t h e s t o n e
circles that commemorate the
stil l-strong Bardic tradition
of Wales, DeVillo also kept
an eye out for traces of John
Yelverton, aWelshman born
i n 1 6 9 3 w h o f o u n d e d t h e
Orange County Vi l lage of
Chester.

Ye l v e r t o n n a m e d C h e s t e r
after the industrial city in
England where he lived for a
w h i l e b e f o r e c o m i n g t o
America in the early 1700’s.
There fo re , “Ye lver ton Coun¬
try” encompasses all three
a r e a s : t h e t w o C h e s t e r s a s
w e l l a s W a l e s .

For avisual preview of the
program, area residents may
stop by the Chester Public
L ib ra ry, 49 Ma in S t ree t .
Chester, where a“Yelverton
Country” exhibit has been
m o u n t e d i n t h e f r o n t w i n ¬
dow. This, however, is only a
sampling of alarger exhibit
o f C h e s t e r - r e l a t e d m a t e r i a l
a n d C e l t i c m e m o r a b i l i a t o b e

on view at the ,town hall on
February 1, when “Yelverton
Country” takes place.

Guests are invited to stay
after the program for aques¬
tion and answer period. Light
refreshments will be served.

The Friends df the Chester
L i b r a r y , s p o n s o r s o f
“ Y e l v e r t o n C o u n t r y , ”
specifically chose February 1
for the program, since the an-

What does the Orange
C o u n t y c o m m u n i t y o f
Chester have in common with
asimilarly named industrial
city in England and with the
hilly countryside of northern
W a l e s ?

T h a t q u e s t i o n w i l l b e
answered i n bo th wo rd and
picture when Stephen Paul
DeVillo narrates the story of
“Yelverton Country” at the
Chester Town Hall on Friday
evening, February I.

DeVillo, recently elected
Welsh chairman of the Celtic
League American Branch,
spent part of last summer
touring Wales, recording its
scenery and culture in acol¬
lection of color slides.

As he went from hilltop
cas t l e t o sub te r ranean coa l

dent Celt ic festival of Imbolc
occurs on that date. Imbolc is
the feast of the goddess Brigit
( o r B r i g a n t i a ) , w h i c h i s
celebrated in all six Celtic na¬
tions —Eire (Ireland), Alba
(Scotland), Cymru (Wales),
M a n n i n ( M a n x ) , K e r n o w
(Cornwall), and Breizh (Brit¬
tany).

Howeve r, i n t he even t o f
inclement weather, the pro¬
gram will be aweek later, on
February 8.

“Yelverton Country” wi l l
begin at 8p.m. in the town
h a l l o n K i n g s H i g h w a y
(County Road 13) between
Chester and Sugar Loaf. Ad¬
m i s s i o n i s f r e e .

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n ,
ca l l t he Ches te r L ib ra ry
(469-4252) o r Pa l C lync
(469-4398).
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