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1. Name
historic Y e lv e r to n  In n  and S to re

and/or common

2. Locat ion
street & number 112-116 M ain S tre e t  (c o m e r o f  Academy Avenue) ___ not for publication

city, town C heste r ___ vicinity of congressional district 26

state New Y ork code 36 county Orange code 71

3. Classification
Ca te gory
___ district

Ow ne rship
___ public

Sta tus 
_ x . occupied

Pre sent  Use
_ _ agriculture ___ museum

_ 1  building(s) _ L  private _ ?  unoccupied ___ commercial ___ park
___ structure ___ both _ _ work in progress ___ educational _ X. private residence
___ site Public  Ac quisit ion Ac cessible ___ entertainment ___ religious
___ object ___ in process

___ being considered
_ x  yes: restricted 
___ yes: unrestricted
___ no

___ government
___ industrial
___ military

___ _ scientific
___ transportation
___ other:

4. Ow ner of Property
name M rs. M a rio n  H. D urland

street & number 112 M ain S tre e t

city, town C heste r ___ vicinity of state New Y ork  10918

5. Locat ion of Legal Descript ion
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. orange County Government C ente r_________________________________ 

street & number 255-275 M ain S tre e t

city, town__________ Goshen state New Y ork  10924

6. Representat ion in Existing Surveys
title N .Y .S . H is t o r ic  T ru s t Survey has this property been determined elegible? yes x no

d a t e federal state county local

depository for survey records DM 6 i m  f o r  H is t o r ic  PrAB A.rva t i m

city, town A lbany state New Y ork
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7. Description
Condition 
__ excellent 
_ X  good

___ fair

___ deteriorated
___ ruins
___ unexposed

Check one 
___ unaltered 
_x_ altered

Check one 
x_ original site 

___ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
The Y e lv e r to n  I n n , a tw o - s to r y ,  L -sh ap ed  fram e r e s id e n c e ,  f a c e s  on M ain S t r e e t  i n  th e 
v i l l a g e  o f  C h e s te r .  The n o r th e r n ,  r e a r  wing^ w hich  p a r a l l e l s  M ain S tre e t jW a s  p ro b a b ly 
th e  f i r s t  to  be  b u i l t ,  fo llo w e d  n o t  lo n g  a f t e r w a r d s  by a  s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r ,  f iv e - b a y 
g a b le d  s e c t i o n  w hich e n v e lo p e d  th e  s o u th e rn  end o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  b u i ld in g  to  form  th e 
L” sh a p e . An e n c lo s e d  p o rc h  w ith  a  sh ed  r o o f  a lo n g  th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  e a r l i e r 
b u i ld in g  was added  l a t e r .

The o r i g i n a l  b u i ld in g  i s  63 f e e t  w ide and 33 f e e t  deep  ( in c lu d in g  th e  e n c lo s e d  p o r c h ) , 
w h ile  th e  e l l ,  33 f e e t  w id e , p r o j e c t s  12 f e e t  b ack  o f  th e  e n c lo s e d  p o rc h .

The b u i ld in g  was s h in g le d  in  1947. how ever, th e  o r i g i n a l  c la p b o a rd s  re m a in  u n d e rn e a th .

T here  i s  an  open  p o rc h  ( d a te  unknown) a lo n g  th e  e n t i r e  s o u th e rn  end o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e , 
and a  p la t f o r m - s to q p  on th e  e a s t  s id e  ( f a c in g  M ain S t r e e t ) . ' .

D ouble-hung  s a s h  windows a r e  6 /4 ,  6 /6 ,  and 9 /6 .  A ls o , a  s m a ll  P a l l a d ia n  window is- s e t 
i n  th e  e a s t  g a b le  e n d . T here  a r e  two F e d e r a l - s t y l e  doo rw ays, b o th  w i th  n e o c l a s s i c a l l y 
i n s p i r e d  c a rv e d  and m olded en fra m e m en ts , on th e  s o u th  and e a s t  f a c a d e s .  T here  a r e  fo u r 
ch im n ey s, one on th e  n o r th  g a b le  e n d , one on th e  e a s t  g a b le  e n d , and two on th e  w est 
g a b le  end ( o f  th e  e l l ) .

The i n t e r i o r  p o s s e s s e s  th e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r s ,  m ost d o o rs  and h a rd w a re , and  th e  o r i g i n a l 
c o r n ic e  t r im  th ro u g h o u t .  The t y p i c a l  i n t e r i o r  d o o r i n  th e  Y e lv e r to n  In n  h a s  an 
u n u s u a l  ” t a u - c r o s s ” fram e  w ith  a p p l ie d  m o ld in g  a ro u n d  f l a t  i n s e t  p a n e l s .  The k i tc h e n 
h a s  been  m o d e rn ize d . In  th e  u p s t a i r s  rooms and  h a l lw a y  a s 'w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m , a r e 
th e  o r i g i n a l  c h a i r  r a i l s  and  b a s e b o a rd s .  The o r i g i n a l  m a s te r  bedroom  h a s  had one o th e r 
bedroom  and a  b a th  p a r t i t i o n e d  o f f .  The m a s te r  bedroom  f i r e p l a c e  i s  s a id  to  hav e  been  a d d e d 
a b o u t 1795; a l l  o th e r  m a n te ls  and f i r e p l a c e s  a p p e a r  to  be co n tem p o ran eo u s w i th  th e  p a r t 
o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  in  w h ich  th e y  a r e  l o c a t e d .  On th e  e a s t  end f i r e p l a c e  w a l l  ( e x t e r i o r )  i s 
a b ro n z e  h i s t o r i c a l  p la q u e  a f f i x e d  by M in is in k  C h a p te r ,  DAR, on Ju n e  1 3 , 1927.

B eh ind  th e  Y e lv e r to n  In n  a r e  a fram e shed  8 5 ’ x  2 0 ’ and a b a rn  4 2 1 x  3 6 ’ . The o n e - s to r y 
v e r t i c a l - s i d e d  shed  h a s  an u n u s u a l  d e c o r a t iv e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  17 roun d  h o le s  j u s t  u n d e r  th e 
c o m ic e  on th e  g a b le  e n d . T here  a r e  a l s o  two s m a ll  w indow s, t h r e e  p a n e s  w ide  by one d e e p . 
The t h r e e - s t o r y  b a rn  i s  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  and s to n e  f o r  th e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and  s h in g le d  above 
t h a t .  T here  i s  a  gam b re l ro o f  w ith  a  h a l f - r o u n d  window in  th e  g a b le  e n d , j u s t  be low  th e 
p e a k . Two p a i r  o f  m odern g a ra g e  d o o rs  b re a k  th e  end fa c a d e  on th e  ground l e v e l ,  w h i le  th e 
th e  s id e  w a l ls  a r e  i n t e r r u p t e d  by 6 /6  w indow s.

The n e x t  l o t  im m e d ia te ly  to  th e  s o u th  (sam e o w n e rsh ip ) i s  v a c a n t ,  w h ile  th e  fo l lo w in g  l o t 
( a l s o  same o w n e rsh ip )  i s  o c c u p ie d  by D u r la n d ’ s  S to re  ( o th e r  nam es: Y e lv e r to n  & Thompson;
H ulse  & Moore Cash S to r e ;  B o ard , Thompson & P ie r s o n ;  B oard P ie r s o n  & Company; P ie r s o n  B e l l 
& D u rlan d ; D u rlan d  & Son; and D u r la n d ’ s D epartm en t S t o r e ) .

T h is  G reek R e v iv a l  fram e and  c la p b o a rd  b u i l d i n g ,  6 5 ’ x  4 0 ’ , was r a i s e d  on C h ris tm a s  Day, 
1841, and f i n i s h e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  s p r in g .  The o v e rh an g  was added  i n  1842 , and th e  fo u r  l a r g e 
m i l i a r s  and s to o p  in  1843. O r ig in a l ly  th e  w est end o f  th e  b u i l d i n g ,  o p e n in g  s o u th  o n to 

ademy A venue, was a s e p a r a t e  s t o r e ,  and was o p e ra te d  a s  su ch  from  1843 u n t i l  1849. A f te r 
t h a t  i t  was u se d  a s  a  s to re ro o m  f o r  th e  o th e r  s t o r e .
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This two-story building is three bays wide. The portico has been enclosed^ the 
second story with clapboards broken by five 1/1 windows (the center three grouped 
in one frame), and the first story originally with display windows which in turn 
have been replaced by plywood panels. Two square pilasters topped with simplified 
Tuscan capitals mark the corners of the building as it faces east (Main Street). 
Above the second story is a fully articulated pediment.

The storeroom portion has a two-ba^ cantilevered and gabled second-story overhang, 
also with a fully defined pediment. Second-story windows are 6/6; those on the 
first floor, now boarded up, appear to have been 9/6. The sole chimney, straddling 
the ridge, appears to be in the center of the building. Interior features such as 
shelving and counters appear to date from the time of construction.



8. Significance
Period 
___ prehistoric 
___ 1405-1499 
___ 1500-1599 
___ 1600-1699

x 1700-1799 
_x_  1808-1899 
___ 1900-

Area* of Significance—Check and justify below
___ archeology-prehistoric
___ archeology-historic
___ agriculture

X - architecture 
___ art
_x_ commerce
___ communications

___ community planning
___ conservation
___ economics
___ education
___ engineering

landscape architecture------religion
___ law
___ literature
___ military
___ music

___ science
___ sculpture
___ social/

humanitarian
exploration/settlement philosophy 
industry x  politics/government
invention

___ theater
___ transportation
___ other (specify)

--- 1------ c ’ '1^^ Yelverton Inn . ~  . —
Specific d a te s ig /Q  ,  D iir la n d *^  S tnrp  U l e r __r c  ^.̂ — James Yelverton Durland’s Store

Statem ent of Significance (in one paragraph)
The Yelverton Inn is architecturally significant because it is an example of a substantially 
intact 18th and 19th century vernacular dwelling. It is also significant for its local 
historical associations. It was the site of the election of Henry Wisner as a delegate 
to the First Continental Congress, and was also associated with the trial over the 
boundary between the Wawayanda and Cheesecocks Patents (held in the Yelverton Barn, no 
longer standing).

The date of 1765jusually ascribed for the construction of the Yelverton Inn7 appears f 
reasonable, as John Yelverton’s will, probated in 1767, describes his grandson and heir, 
Abijah, as the ’’innkeeper.” -

Although the Yelverton Inn was built in two stages, the treatment of each is similar 
enough to be convincing that the dates of the two stages are not far apart. It is 
possible that the ell wing was added previous to one or both of the two historic events 
occurring here. The two Federal-period doorways add decorative interest to the older 
plain style structure and represent the work of a local craftsman.

On Sept. 3, 1774, at the Yelverton Inn, Henry Wisner was chosen as the delegate to 
represent the towns^of Goshen and.Cornwall, at the First Continental Congress,' "by a 
majority of votes."

Throughout much of 1785 (May to October), testimony was taken in the Yelverton Barn 
concerning the boundary between the*Wawayanda and Cheesecocks Patents, both granted in 
the first decade of the 18th century. About 52,000 acres of land was at stake, and both 
groups of patentees had sold off small farms throughout this territory. Thus, the homes 
and farms of a considerable number of New Yorkers were at stake. Among the prominent 
attorneys involved in this trial were Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton, Elias Boudinot, and 
Ezra L ’Hommedieu. It is assumed that they were entertained at the inn between the court 
sessions, which took place in the barn (no longer standing).

Durland’s Store, only briefly owned by the Yelverton family, is nominated for its 
architecture as a rare surviving example of a Greek Revival commercial building. It 
retains many of its original internal features, including the shelving. It is also 
historically associated with the Yelverton Inn through many years of Durland ownership. 
While the portico has been enclosed, its original appearance is known and it appears to 
be restorable.

The Yelverton Inn and Durland’s Store, long recognized as local landmarks, represent the 
history of more than 15Q years of commercial activity (and the close association between 
commerce and politics) in this small crossroads community. Although some details of both 
buildings have been altered, their original form, materials, and decoration are still 
.early evident.

1 Certificate of appointment, Goshen Library & Historical Society, quoted in Durland, 
Yelverton Inn * ̂ Warwick: 1926^ »



9. Major Bibliographical References___________________
D u rla n d , Frank.. E a r ly  C h cs ts r and I t s  S e tt le m e n t, n . p , ,  1937.
D u rla n d , F ra n k . "S to re .* ' (Ms. n o te s , in  p osse ss io n  o f  W il l ia m  S ./D a r la n d , P oughkeepsie , N .Y .) 
A ir la n d ,  F ra n k . Y e lv e r to n  In n .  W arw ick: W arw ick V a lle y  D is p a tc h  P re ss , 1926.

v y s s . J .  C h e s te r, New Y o rk , A H is to r y . C h e s te r: Chamber o f  Commerce, 1947.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property----- L B -----------------------
Quadrangle name ... .W arw ick^-N . - X. 
UMT References

Quadrangle scale 1 ■ 24 ^000______

Verbal boundary descript ion and just ificat ion
The nom inated p ro p e r ty  o ccup ie s  th re e  a d ja c e n t lo t s  on th e  c o rn e r o f  M ain S tre e t  and 
Academy Avenue in  th e  v i l la g e  o f  C h e s te r, w ith  219 fe e t  f ro n ta g e  on Main S tre e t  and 68 
f e e t fro n ta g e  on Academy Avenue. The dep th  o f  th e  lo t s  v a r ie s ,  abou t 113 feet- f o r  thp

List  all states and counties for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries

* L i l l  1 ste io |  4 l0 lp | |4 i s l  718 1 31 210 1 BLJ 1 1 i' 1 '!' 1 1 ■ h  11 l.l
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

c  1 1J  1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 J °L_jJ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

E U  1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 ■ 1 . 1 ■ . 1 F L LJ 1 1 1  I I  l 1 t 1 । L 1 > ।
G M  I I । i । । I L i _ X J wLiJ 1 h h . , - 1 - -1 1 1 1 1 1

state code county code

state code county code

1 t F o rm P re p a re d B y  M ^ ^
■wm^tltle Lawrence E. G obrech t. . - . . H is t o r ic  P re s e rv a t io n  F ie ld  S e rv ic e  Bureau

organization N -Y , s - H is t o r ic  P re s e rv a t io n  O f f ic e  da te  November 17. 1979

Agency B ld g . # 1
street & number Em pire S ta te  P laza  telephone i 

city or town A lb a n y , state New Y ork  12238

12. State Historic Preservat ion Officer Cert ificat ion
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___  state X local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer.for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register a|M certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bu the Heritage Conservhtpi and.Recreation Service.

G P O  938 B35
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Proceedings to determine boundaries of the Wawayanda and Cheesecock’s Patents. 
Goshen: Independent Republican Printing Co., 1915*

Writers’ Program, Works Progress Administration*. New York, A Guide to the Empire 
State (American Guide Series). New York: Oxford University Press, 19^0.
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two southern lots and about 303 feet for the most northerly lot (see attached site 
map).
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