




Cluster News JJ[ardr 1;th, 1900. 
IS MAIN ST. MAP CORRECT? 

Are the Original Survey and Map 
to be Ignored? 

To the People of the Vi I l age of 
Chester: 

I wish to make a little explanation 
for the appearance of the street in 
front of the News office, so that my 
stand may, be understood correctly,and 
not be misrepresented, as is often the 
case. The property in question is 
known as the old Chester Bank,among 
the first to be huilt when this part of 
the village was mapped out. The 
building for the last forty years has 
been the most noble structure in the 
place, and its surroundings the most 
d isgr aceful. 

I bought it for the satisfaction of im- 
proving the surroundings and to make 
it valuable for myself and the village. 
But the village officers will not permit 
it. I have urged the grading of W~st 
the street (known as the bank hill) atmy 
own expense,but the only work done by 
village was to take away the ash heap 
and garbage in the corner of Main 
street and West street. 

Next I bought curbstone to put on 
the edge of the walk in order to give it 
a little shape, expecting to place it two 
feet and a half back from the curb line 
and allow the street that extra width; 
but the president of the village jump- 
ed on me, forbade me to do any work 
in front of my property and demanded 
of me my street line. I demanded the 
street line of him as the president of 
the village. 'He then procured the 
services of an engineer, not to lay out 
the street line, but to chang-e the street 
line to fit himself and his few bosses. 
So my property is allowed about two 

feet for ;L public sidwalk. Of course 
there is no place for a sidewalk on th 
other side of the street: so that gives 
the president of th; vi I l;Lg-C f ftccn feet 
of the street for his private use. 

I have urged the org-anization of a 
board of trade of business men 
Chester, and our local paper, th 
News, has done the same many times. 
If such an organization existed, all 
g-rievances and irregularities could be 
settled quietly,· justly and in ;L 111 anncr 
that would improve the appe,u·anc'' 
and promote the growth of the place. 
Street lines and street g r ad e s could be 
establ i shed and houses couldbe built 
to conform with it. But as it is the 
street line has to be changed to please 
one man and displease another, and is 
likely to be changed after any election. 
No place can afford such management, 
and pay out one-third of the street ap- 
propriation to undo what was done the· 
year before. 1'here are many places 
in our corporation that ought to be 
looked after with careful consideration 
with a view to future prospects and 
results. 

Now. the trustees of a village have a 
right to compefa man to build a side- 
walk in front of his property, but they 
have no right to prevent a man from 
havii,g a respectable sidewalk where 
he is willing to spend his own money 
to construct it. If the people of Chester 
are willing to deprive themselves of a 
sidewalk in front of my property to 
to satisfy one or two bosses, then keep 
in the street and do not trespass on my 
land. 

The high official demanded of me 
my street lines in accents loud and 
emphatic; he has forced me to spend 
my money to produce the line and I 

1 have, and stand ready to defend it. 
.,Now come on with your forces; spen_d 

9 the 'people's money for glittering uni- 
forms. I wi II meet you alone. There 
is a higher power than a Chester 
court. You will find me another 
Grant, for I will "fight it outon this 
line if it takes all summer; and my 
terms are unconditional surrender." 

R. P. CONl{LIN. 
Chester, March 13, 1900 .. 

·;,rsll'r. Nc111s 11/arch ud, ,900. 

R. P. Conklin Fined$25 and Coses. 
T!ie case of the \'illa~·e of Chester 

ag-ainst R. P. Conklin, who was 
h;1_rg-e<l with violation of the 1·illage 
rd i na nce prohibiting the ob:;truction 
f the street, he hal'itW built a fence on 

the side II' al k in fro11; of his property, 
11'.L>' hen rd before Justice W. F. Depuy 
in the corporation bui ld i 111< i>Ionclay 
afternoon. 

The defendant was repre~entecl by 
'\\T. T. Shaw of the office of W. 
F. O'Neil, attorney for the city of 
Mi dd letow n , ;uid the 1·illage w as 
represented by its attorney, Mr. 

on k l i n , the tlefencla11t.was unable to 
be present, beinz confined to his bed 
with sickness. "' 

When the case was called counsel 
for the clefcnclant said that the de- 
femlant claimed that the alleged en- 
croachment was not 011 anY street. 
that it was 011 the property of the de- 
fendant, and that he claimed title to 
the same. Under the code of civil pro· 
cedure, said counsel for defenden 
where a party's claim to title to real 
estate comes i 11 '1 uestion and he offer 
a bond of $100 to ,tdmit service of ,L 
summons and complaint in a court of 
record, the justice must dismiss the 
case, as courts of records onlY have 
power to adjudicate q ue;tions affect- 

ing real estate. 
counsel for the villagetook esception 

to the pleading of the defense, and 
said the case wo11ld be tried then and 

't -- .. - - ,,. --- 
there. The su retY of the b0t1d offere~ b; 
:Jefense was \Villiam Osborne. Th, 
:lefendant's counsel then gave th, 
papers to the justice and left th 

cot1rt room. 1 
'fhe jt1stice then went on with ~ 1, · 1 . t·sfact1on 

c,ise, It was proved tot re sa 1 ' . t 
I 

. t on I s 
f the court that t re st: ee o . d for SO 
-~sent line }lad been use pt , I e de- 

.. 'fhe J·ustice decided t 
1 

ye r.t "' · l' ,re or- 
fe11dant had violated a vi l ,Lo ·ts f d him ~25 and co~ . 
di 

1
ance and 1 ne 1 upon . be ·tppea.lec 
fhe case will ' . f the t the title o 

u •stious of ia w as o . I ar- q . , e al will Je c 

prflPertY· The af_1: nf t11eSt1Pre111e 
g·ued at the May · 
r.ourt in Goshen. 

Srarernenr by R. P Conklin . 
\\"ar has been declared. 

have been summoned to police 
court, have given the necessary bond 
and the lirst engagement will take 
place in the Supreme Court x, 

What does it mean? It ~1etins that 
I am the first man in the. history of 
the village who has ever be.en sued 
for trespass. I represent, with the 
bank property and my tuthers deeds, " 
al l the land from \Vest street to the 
parsonage property. that is, two deed 
cover it all, from Main street to High 
street. The deeds my father g av 
make me in duty bound to protect the 
boundaries of each sale. This-and 
the only property on the street:._-wa 
et back from the street line to make 

the street wider by gidng cl wider 
walk. The people have always had 
free use of it and they are welcome to 
use it, but do not rob me of it for the 
akeof giving it to the other side of the 

street. For you cannot take enough 
but chcy will be encroaching still. The 
wide walk my father laid out will 
continue to be wide, I am only too 
glad to contribu~e the ~~or the ex- 
r a width of walk. 

I have heard the street line cussed 
and discussed and quarreled over all 
my life. I ha1·e been present when 
they have come to my father for ex- 
planation from childhood up. T'he 
grief he had to endure over it I do not 
care to ment iou- He could not ,dford 
to carry it to the courts. He would 
not.if he could. 

I cannot ,Jfford it, but I have been 
forced there by the pe,,ple of the 
village. All my life I liave hoped 
there would be a change. when neigh- 
bors would stop quarreling 01,er tlie 
street Ii ue, and it would be made 
correct. There has been a g1'adual 
change. and every chanie was for the 
worse, ti. l I now the last and ~ost ex· 
pensi1·e building in the place is in the 
road more th au any of the rest. When 
I was putting· up the fence,that the 
president of the village demanded of 

1
e to do. one of the oldest settlers and 

,~' ::i:u.om i neih busi ne~s man t~ld me .h.~ 
tho11~1t I was maktng a. serious mis 
take; ~t could be settled some ot~er 
way, 1011 if it only could_! -~h, if .

1 

had onlY the rights of a c1t1zen, it 

Id 
)lave saved me all this painful 

wou . 
I 1 11e had to endure. It is not 

agony ra 
ti I ll

cl I wanted. I would have been 
1e a · . · f 
.
11

. ig to ]1.tve g-ranted any f;tVOt 
1 

WI II . ted 
1 they ]lad onb' asked it. All I wa

1
~ 

t do was to make a respectaQJe side· 
\~all, for the public to use. I w~s 

l 11
' ke ,1 serpent but theY d id 

treatec ' c • ' 
~ bruise the serpent':;.!Jead. 

You would not allo,,rme to tanc w itn 
you. so you can read it in the columns 
of this paper. and.the people can un- 
derstand. it also. and not put all the 
blame on me. If you will not let me 
improve my property, then I can let it 
decay on the sidehill, go to some other 

I place and ~arn my li1·ing where the 

1 
atmosphere is more congenial. 

,. Is it possible that this geJ:!tlemen re. - 
' fer,:ed to does not kuo_w that it has 

been settled. and that the trustee: 
have adopted a map? Yes. they have 
adopted a map. It w')uld have 
been far better if if they have adopted 
a calf, for they could have killed the 
calf, and no one would have mourned 
its loss. But, alas! it is ,L map; a map 
that will necessitate the changing of 
all the records in the county c\erk·s 
office co11nected with the original map. 
It places, everv house a trespasser on 
its neighbor. This a9opted map 
hrow s el'erything out of right angle; 

it is angle of its own. I will have to 
cha~ge the deeds my father ga"e: No 
one in the boundaries of that map can 
gil'e a clear title if the people adapt 
what your trustees have adopted. If 
they think they can change the street 
as easily as they can change a patb in 
a garden to give a bt'd of beets more 
room-:- some one ·ought to tell tbem 
different. I could, but they won't 
listen to me. It is a matter of local 
authority. ,..'fbe attack has been made. 
They have at their disposal the people 
and th,.~ir wealth to back them. I have 
records of the county clerk's office 
backed up by the United States with 
a Philippine attachment. Look at my 
navy, "and when you see them coming 
up the Cromeline creek and locating 
through our bog me:;idoW ditches, 
torpedoes won 't save you. Royalty, 
come on. .1 am ready. 

All my life I have been patient and 
submitted. · Noll" patience ceases to 
be a virt~e when you attempt to rob 
me of sis: feet of laud to build your 
front stoops on and take me to the 
Supreme Court to legalize it, 'fake off 
your front stoop, and you have the 
street J [ne on your side of the road that 
you have demanded of me. For the 
last year you have inslr1ted me most 
grossly; you have disgraced my 
property; reflected disho11or and dis- 
credit on my decea~ed father and ~e· 
prived me of my ~-ight$,. And I w1;L 

avenge the wrong. We read of tht: 
heroes of the battlefield who give their 
lives tor their country; but who would 
give his I ife for a countrt that wi ~l not 
protect the hotn~? Yo'.1 can tal~~ 
li~e if you want it ; but 1f you take ttl) 

roperty, it will be over· my dead body, 
p R P. CoNl{LIN- 

N. Y .. March 19, 1900: 

This. i>nrase- occurs- I.ii. -w-iTiia.i[J ~l "-, .. / 
"Wh~t Rules the World," Hete Is tha, lace's 
~ta..n~: · . e fl~t 

T?J~r sa.r thait man Is mtg,hty, . .. 
ae governs land and sea, 

He wields a mighty sce.ptrei'J;,.1 .. O'er lesser powers to be; : 
But a. mlghtf""r power and ..st ge 

.?.lan troru hls t?irone' ha." b le(! 
Ff the mind lha.~ tockf~e ·adh 

8 t~ h1tnd that rulep,,g _ /:'l.d.' 

. . ----~· · .....-~ -n: i•: Conklin has purehused the 
ti~ht tHIC' and inle~t of tbC' Town- 
send heir>) lo Lh~ir propcrtlcs in Oces- 
tfr. , ,- ~,. r.~ .. _.. ... ....__ ..:,.e,j • ..__. -·- 

-·· . ~ 1f Cl•"·JCS D w. Gole, of .,.,,1,ww», • 
'f-t" lt.11ilrricd J.o ~farY wo,itl, clntighter of 
11,fj. i,,10 Sh"'" F. ,Vo,,d, of Ho';'"d,ie,. 

1
,.1rhd•·s<1'.Y· ,The ]{Jog""" J, ,.,,,man 

1M'"" ,,,11,,.,1 .. ,, .:;,,,-, "' "" "''" no, 
eict' = ) • · '!'hilt 111or1·t:1/!<' 111 ~r,lr1>11'.1'"1" ., , . .. • 
1 l•<lf' wlo~i:r l)()ll\'~ll!Ctl\11' 11<.JlO!l,f, I ' '· 

l 
l!'•lr 11111-tv.'111111l1IQ 11nr"' .,f 11",-Col<'·  •·  

I : .,111< c:1111rtu1·•'l llllri3 of lllH \l'UO•'· ~ .. , ---·~,.. .. ~-· ·  

. "' . : ~;· ...:· :V·:·,L.,,. : . "·" 
. . -'.:\. f '/• '.'~ :·1·_,:11 1t ". _'(', .,,,! 
I:,··\,, ( . 




















































































