Throughout history, communities have come together at times of crisis to assist
those in need. Often, community organizations and leaders must fill the gap
when federal or local governments overlook the needs of those they serve.

CHI AKE
Clg%%sl\lliGMPR(}T_EST FIGHTING RACISM AND DISPLACEMENT: AFTER THE 1906 EARTHQUAKE. After the 1906 earthquake and fires,

W s i et ANy Of San Francisco’s white civic and business leaders spoke openly about their plans to relocate Chinatown, which

1 eannot bue
30 remova CGluinatown, but

ueve it Americn {8 a freo country,
and avery man has @ right to oacupy!

s in e owrs o e 0 W3S |0cated in a profitable area. Instead, they planned to move the displaced Chinese population to an area on the

oakes no nulsance, 9ho Chineso Gov-

the
cramenk ewns thoe lot on w_hlch
liMh.ase Consulato of San !\‘muclaco

oy oot w0 S0 408 S| QuitsKirts of the city. However, Chinese business owners and community leaders fought against this racist initiative. They

t to
intontion of our Ctovornmon
{',h“?m a new bulldlng on the pnoportz;
paylng striot attontiem to tho no

miage meien ™ W R encouraged Chinese residents to hire lawyers to protect their interests, rebuild with haste, and sign new leases with

t
a8 tho glgnifcant statemen
ma.Td.hol l’s.:l‘:.'urda.:r by n dlstimgulshed delo-

oMelala which onllod:
gntion of Chineso Byl B

wer ceramnenenis wewn . \WhHite landlords before relocation plans could be finalized. Thanks to the community’s efforts, Chinatown became an

tels in
ouxlng tho homeloss Orlen .
ig: t:;lty. In tha party woro cl:'lwe‘:n
Mgzchl, flrst secrotary of tho Chin
at washington; Chuag Poao-

e ot b | jmportant tourist destination. It continues to bring people and money to the city of San Francisco over 100 years later.

vang King, his uus
l::fll .u(.-::: Lyman I, howry, the nttornoy

for tho Chinoso qlt!(il(‘lfl:___ WAkt Abre

“Chinese Make Strong Protest” in the San Francisco

Chronicle, Pg. 12, April 30, 1906.

RESPONDING TO A DEVASTATING FIRE: AFTER THE CAMP FIRE. The Rebuild Paradise Foundation is

a grassroots nonprofit serving survivors of the 2018 Camp Fire. Founded with the mission to serve the long-
term needs of Butte County’s disaster-affected population, the Foundation provides resources for residents,
business owners, and the local workforce to rebuild in post-disaster Paradise. Some of their grant programs

aim to reduce the cost of rebuilding for those in lower-middle to middle income households.

Construction of a fire-resistant home in Paradise

In Northern California’s Nevada City, elderly residents are also forming a buddy system to make sure they L s TS T Lol D S cee
are not left behind in the wake of a disaster. Led by Rosemarie Reeder, community members have entered into verbal agreements to
check in with each other in case of disaster. The nearby city of Grass Valley also recognized its own vulnerability to wildfire after the

Camp Fire, and created an organization to promote fire safety. This organization, the Washington Hill Fire Coalition, shares resources with

neighbors on fire insurance and emergency alert systems, identifies and maintains evacuation routes, and provides other resources to

investigate fire safety needs.

Sentinel — Sunday, Feb, 13, 1994 — A-11

ADVOCATING FORHOUSING FORALL: AFTER LOMA PRIETA. After the 1989

Loma Prieta earthquake, Watsonville’s limited housing could not meet the needs of its
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This ordinance required all new development to have 15-20% of their units be affordable. Watsonville confronts a housing nightmare

Watsonvi”e soon became one Of the ﬁrSt cities in the area to Implement thIS Ordinance. “No Room to Move: Watsonville Tries to Solve a Nightmare of Housing” in the Santa Cruz Sentinel,

Pg. A-11, Feb. 13, 1994. Notably, the article references how the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake
destroyed 8% of the city’s housing, mostly in low-rent neighborhoods.

The community continues to advocate for affordable housing for local farmworkers.

Bay Area Reporter EDUCATION AND ACTIVISM IN THE FACE OF HOMOPHOBIA: THE AIDS CRISIS. When

=—=we==w the AIDS epidemic arose, the U.S. government remained largely silent. Community activists and
AB 101 Veto Outrage Spark s Riot protestors pushed for action. The grassroots political group ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash
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Power) had a local chapter based in Los Angeles. ACT UP Los Angeles advocated for clinical trials,
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ay activists vented their
anger at Gov. Pete Wilson's
veto of AB 101 by smashing
out windows and setting fire
to the old State Building on
Golden Gate Avenue Sept. 30.
Damage is estimated at
$250,000, and police said ar-
rests would be made.
Wilson, who vetoed the
bill that would have made it
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ployment because of se

promoted needle exchange programs, and distributed educational material, including material about

women who are HIV+. Along with other organizations and activists like Connie Norman, ACT UP

Los Angeles also pushed for the passage of AB101in 1991. This bill would have prohibited employers

from discriminating against workers on the basis of sexual orientation. When Governor Pete Wilson
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=== refused to sign the bill, a riot and subsequent protests broke out. One year later, the bill finally

“AB 101 Veto Outrage Sparks Riot” in the Bay Area Reporter, Pg. 1, Oct. 3,

1991. The Bay Area Reporter is the oldest, continuously-published lesbian, gay, passed) and the governor Signed It |nt0 laW-

bisexual and transgender weekly newspaper in the U.S.



