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I recollect meeting IMr. eradock, another friend
Ol' Goldsmith, at Paris many years ago, m som^
thimr of the character of what appeared to me then
a distreicd gentleman. He seemed a friendly
and miaTsnmhig man. I had several conversa-

with him respecting the poet, for whose mem.
affection. I remember

with

«

tions

orv he professed a warm
he told me that once, when in convei-sation
him, the latter complained much of the attempts
made by inferior writers, and by others who could
scarcely come under that clenominaUon, not only
to abuse and depreciate his writings, hut to rondei
him ridiculous as a man ; perverting every harm
less sentiment and action charges of ab^id
itv malice, or folly, and concluding with, bn, 1
ami:raUonbaitcdvkhcm-s.’ These remarks were
probably levelled at Dr. Johnson
friends, o( whose sarcastic remarks on his conver
Stored 1.3 could not bo l6«ot.n 1
it was, perhaps, one of the strongest proofs of good
nature and fm-bearance, that he submitted not only
toVsavage reproofs of one who indeed was Ins
superior in some respects, but to the insolence or
impertiner of many others far his inferiors either

' ,-r.

>>

as able waiters
rtr>tVv>of1s7

/*

Jfcj

u/Z<^ a.t

/ Jf ^ ^

%
.y

SBR.
A.

.\

0y\^

I.

. ‘Tdr

^ ': J.

- z*.

etc

J)

\
\

Jrz^7~S^

CX

ot»— j

rt



- ^ ■ ■164 OLIVER GOLDSMITH.

of actors. A Iqng, baffling negotiation took place
betweeiK him and Colman, manager of CovMt
Garden, who started a variety of objections^nd
returned the manl^soript to liira, with the /blank
leaves scored with^ riticism and suggested/altera,
fions. GoMsmith’s foends insisted tliey
ial and coikemptible,\and that Colman^ being
dramatic writer himself was actuated jealousy.
Ihe play wa^then submkted to Garrifek, who dis-
played equal hesitation with his rival Aianager, and
lorbore to give\a direct ansVer. M Johnson’s ad.
vice, the comedy was again.subn/tted to Colman,
but was still hete in doubt.\ We may judge of
poor Goldsmith’sWiety by tiyteUowing letter to
Colman. \ A

ere triv-

a

To Ghorge Cb/man)<(

^sqc

Dear Sir, ' / \
I entreat you’ll !relie;4 me froi\i that state of

suspense m which I\h/ve been kdpt for a long
time. Whatever objUtions you h^ve made or
shall make to my pla^I will endeavojir to remove
and not argue aboul/^tlilem. To brin^ in any new
judges either of it/ merits or faults i can never
submit to. Upom a foWier occasion,! when my
other play was j/efore Mr. Garrick, he\offiired to
bring me befoA Mr. wWehead’s tribiteal, but I
refused the proposal with\ indignation : hope I
shall not expferience as hareh treatment Aom you
as from huh. I have, as |ou know, a lake sum
of money-yto make up shortly; by acceptfn'g my
play, I can readily satisfy nly creditor tha: way;
at any erte, I must look aboi t to some certc inty to

be pre^red. For God’s sa|ke take the play, and

it
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