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«{ yecollect meeting Mr. Cradock, another friend
ofGoldsmith, at Paris many years ago, in somes
thing of the character of what appeared to me then
a distressed gentleman. He seemed a friendly
and unassuming man. 1 had several conversa-
tions with him respecting the poet, for whose mem-
ory he professed a warm affection. I remember
he told me that once, when in conversation with
him, the latter complained much of the attempts
made by inferior writers, and by others who could
scarcely come under that denomination, not only
to abuse and depreciate his writings, but to render
him ridiculous as & man ; perverting every harm-
less sentiment and action into charges of absurd-
ity, malice, or folly, and concluding with, ¢ Sir, I
am as a lion baited with curs.” These remarks were
probably levelled at Dr. Johnson and others of his
friends, of whose sarcastic remarks on his conver-
“ation and manners he could not be ignorant ; and
it was, perhaps, one of the strongest proofs of good=
nature and forbearance, that he submitted not only
to the savage reproofs of one who indeed was his
superior in some tespects, but to the insolence or
impertiner  of many others far his inferiors either

~gond, |, " asable writers.”
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164 OLIVER GOLDSMITH,

of actors. A lqng, baffling negotiation took plage
between, him and Colman, manager of Covgnt
Garden, Who started a variety of objections
returned the man seript to him, with the

leaves scofed with &riticism and suggested/altera.
tions.  Goldsmith’s fiends insisted they were triv.
i being a
was actuated Wy jealousy.
The play was|then sabmited to Garrj k, who dis.
played equal hgsitation with his rival anager, and
forbore to givela direct ansiver. Johnson’s ad-
vice, the comedy was again\ submfited to Colman,
but was still held in doubt, e may judge of
poor Goldsmith’s\anxiety by t following letter to
Colman. ‘

that state of
t for a long
tions you have made or
shall make to my play) I will endeavour to remove
and not argue abou'them. To bring| in any new
judges either of ity merits or faults § can mever
submit to. Upor a fopmer occasion,\ when my
other play was before Mr. Garrick, he\offered to
bring me befoye Mr. Whitehead’s trib al, but I
refused the proposal with\ indignation :
shall not expérience as harsh treatment from you
as from him. I have, as you know, a latge sum
of money/to make up shortly; by accepting my
play, I cdn readily satisfy my creditor tha way ;
at any vate, I must look abou\t to some certainty to
be pregared. - For God’s _sTe take the play, and

\ 2

suspense in which I\ hdve heen k
time.  Whatever obj




