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YOST VAN HOUTEN
TARRYTOWN'S FIRST ARCHITECT,

*The echouol-house stood in a rather
lonely but pleasant situation, just at the|*
foot of a woedy hill, with a brook mnning
close by, and a formidable birch-tree
growing at one end of it.

It was most ingeniously secured at va- |'

cant hours, by a withe twisted in the
handle of the door, and stakes set against
the window shutters; so that, though a
thief might get in with perfect emse, he
would find some embarrassment in getting
out; an idea mest probably borrowed by

"| the architect, Yost Van Houten, from the

mystery of an eel-pot.”
of Sleepy Hollow.)
The editor of the ArGus agrees with the
writer in his belief that Irving’s Legend of
Sleepy Hollow is not a legend but a col-
lection of incorrect faots! This will be
found to bs the cage with most great writ-
ers’ legends or stories, (Scott for example)
while, for instance, with many lawyers it
will be found that their facts are correct

(Irving’s Legend

'| legends,—to say nothing of editors.

Qur editor who has i-2en so succesaful in
indefinitely (!) locating the precise spot on
which the school-house stood where Icha-
bod Orane taught is nuw bugy in tracing
the descent of Yost Van Houten, (a sup-
posed relative of the writer—o. &, B.) and

'lin hunting up his famous eel-pot which he

(the editor) has strong hopes of finding
with the intention of preseulmg it to our
Historioal Society!

Qertainly Yost Van Houten's ancestols
and also descendants deserve our editor’s
closest resenrches for was not Yost, Tarry-
town’'s first architect, and cannot we see in
the doors and windows of many of our 8o
oalled Queen Anne houses traces of their
origin from his model ? d. K. B,
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