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- worthy motives; the part I have hithens .
life, the detecmination I have formed of ngy (ki
any fhare in public bufine(s hereafters the
~ defire i feel and fhall continue to manife

~ enjoying in private life, after all the toils of o

beagfits of a wife and liberal Governmens
flatter myfelf, {ooner or later, convince my

with folittle referve, the opinions contained

federal head. E blicjuftce

iy, A facred regard to publicjuftice,

dl’ doption of ancover peace eltablifh-
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~ but, before I corey this vélolution into edect, T think that pacific and frisg. W8 to The et -
| it a duty incumbenton me 1o make this wmy laft ofhi- - people of the United Stare;, and the ,[1 o(’,,be,,l without makin

cial communication, to congratulate you on the glo.

public charaéter, and to give my final blefling to thag

m 1o torget their local rous eff 10 14y the debt of honour

our Independent and national chacaltar (were §y  poffible, jat fuf 5 flagrant iofance

proper ‘p‘a&

The Militia of this covntry misht Iveg

j rous events » hich Heaven has been pleated to produce SR S ook tholeimia) Tond and f , ratiwude? g, wh part of the Continent  In which a due aitention will

§ in our favour, to offer my fentiments tefpedting fome sequifite to the general profperity, a fha fihd ang g0, i body of men, who  portanice of placing.rhe
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i States, 1o, take my leave of your Excellency as a Thefe are the piilars on which the glorious f; and thep cregor of his duedsdiad  advantace of it in the firongeft 3
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ceuntry, in whofe fervice I have l‘pcpt the prime of
“my life; for whofe (ake 1 have confimed fo many
anzious days and watchful nights, a_,ap‘whafg hap.
pinefs being exuemely déar to me will always con-
flinse no inconfiderable part of my own.
Tinpreffed with the livelieft fenfibility on this plea-
fing occafion, I will claim the indulgence of dilating

ported.— Liberty is the bafis—and whoever Jof inlgpice couldp er ha 1, would it nol €x-
to fap the fougdation or overturn the {trudte, €It general &;nat , and tend %0 tring
Under whatever s pretexts he may atte 0%, 11 pop the allho s ofisch meafures, the ag-
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reafon for gratitade arid rejoicing ; this is a theme
that will afford infinite delight to every benevolens
and liberal.mind, whethier the event in contemplation
be confideced as the jource of prefent enjoyment,: or
the parent of future happiuefs ; and we fhall have

nd to take up the great queftion which has bey, L?;n:.;psc(::&t:? Z‘(]”:‘:"r: ;‘gl:h:?:‘:‘:ﬁ
!'cguenll_y agitated, whether it be expedient and . thilks, 2nfaio i3hewn 3 i d.egr“ s
‘Euﬁte for the States to delegate a larger proporten ‘g and juftic, wil) &an jultifed in the fight
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s The Citizens of Ameyica, placed in the moft en-

sviable condition, as the fole Lords and Proprietors
of a vait Traét of Conrinent, comprehending all the
various {oils and climates of the world, and aboun-
ding with all the neceffaries and conveniences of life,
-arenow, by the late farisfaétory pacification, acknow-
ledged to be puflefled of abfolute Freedom and Inde-

+ dependency ; they ase from this period to be confi-
dered as the Aétors on a moft ¢onfpicious Theatre,
which feems to he peculiarly defignaved by Provi-
dence for the difplay of human greawnefs and felicity,

« Here they are not only furrounded with every thing
that can contribute to the completion of private and
domeftic enjoyment, but Heaven has crowned all its
other bleffings by giving a furer opporrunity for po-
litical happiuefs, than any other Nation has ever been
favoured with. Nothing can’ illultrate thefe obfer-
vations mose forcibly than a recolleftion of the hap.

ly invefted with by the Conititution, every thing
ft very rapidly tend to anarchy and confufion.
that it is indifpenfable to the happinefs of the in.
vidual States, that there fhould be lodged, fume.-
there, a fupreme power, to reguiate and govern the
gneral concerns of the confederated Republic, with -
T‘t which the unjon cannot be of lang duration,
{That there mut bgya faithful and pointed com - J
Piance on the part of every Stat@with the late pro-
plals and demands of Cangrefs, or the moft faia]
znfequences will enfue. That whatever meafyy es
hve a tendency to di((oive the wnidn, or contribute
vielate or leflen the tovereign anthority, ousht to
z confidzred as hoftile to the Liberty and Indepen-
ency of America, and the authers of them tested
tcordiogly. And laktly, that umlefs we cin be |
Exhled by the concurience of the States to parti-

my own piY confoous of having adled,
ta fervant othe public, in the manner 1
ved beft fuitéto promate the real interefts .
of 8y country; hiing in confequence of my
fixedbelief, in {om meafire pledged myfelf to
the@my, that thetioun try would finally do them
complete and amy juitice, and oot wilhing to
comeal any initancof my official conduét from
theeyes of the ~ad, I have thought prager to
trag'mi- to your Exgilency theinclofed colledtion
ofgapersrelative t e half.pay and commatation
gimred by Comsré to the officers of thearmy ;
from ¢hefe comm 1 aions my decided featiment
Wik be cea lyc nyehended, together with the
camlufiverealons, yich induced me, at an early
ped, torecemmal the adoption of this mea-
fultin the moe.rut and ferrous manper, - As
Sprocesdingiot dnerefs, the army, 2nd my-

atewof the fruits of the Revolution, and enjoy the

to prodace a Woera! ‘ySem m~fm
on whatever expriience may Lave tecn  acquited
by a lotig and clofe attention to pablic bufine's,
Bere 1 might fpaak with the 'mome confidence, .
frem my a&tual obiervationsy and % it wonld not
fwell this létter (already too profix) beyond the
bevnds I biad preferibed myfeit, I conid demon-
ftrat every mind, open o m\&u, vha:
lets time, and with much Iafs expenbe than bos
tbe-r\ 1ncurred , the war wight qiave heen hrought.
to thefame bappy conclabion, ifphe refpress of
the Centinent cou'd hane Been properiy Calied
torthi That the diltrefics abd dilkppointawsars’
which have very aften vccarred have, i too ma-
ny inflances, reluited more trom-a went of energy
in-the Cortin: nt=} Goverproent, than aGefickaey
of means in the particsiar Statess T ast vise frere
ficacy o! meafures, anfing from the wantof an
adequate authority in the fupreme poser, fivma

Py conjunéture of times and circumftances, under ential benefits of civil (ociety, under a fomm of {elffare openio :»l_l md conrain, u;‘my o;":"j‘iti'?;. PAial coupisace witk 1t “rTRicw I e
\'ghxch our Republic :.aﬂun'\ed its r:ml:~ among the Ng- bvernment fo fre¢ and uncorrupre !, fo bappily {uff Cr}t mi‘,‘s:;:m: ‘:o rergovc lmter‘:‘;:acd “h‘ arefs in fum'c of the States, and'frong x feilire of
tions.— The foundation of our Empire was ot laid &, 4.4 againftthe danger of oppreffion, as hag heen = 27 {'t':-’u:-‘ n:c_.mve Fen : thitlam ,Z punéuality m others, »hile thiy teaded fadanip
1a the gloomy age of ignoranceand fuperilition, but rvifed and adopted by the articles of Confedemtion, ll]) i lﬁ‘ "t;mh bl tho a},'? t!onc u%' C(;n- the zcal of thoie which were mape wilise e wece
atan Epocha when the rights of mankind were bet- 1 will be-a fubje& of regrer, that fomuch blosd and = 1121 Uil 18 obferve, far the refolutions Jace - Phe xgem-

tes underftcod and more clearly defined, than at any
former ptiiods Refearches of the'human mind after
focial happinefs have been carried to a great extent 3
The treafures of knowledge acquired by the labours
of Philolophers, Sages and Legiflators, through a

grel now sliuded to, re as undoubtedly and ab.
folugly biading upo the United Stafes, as the
mofifolemn a¢ls of cotederation or legiflation.
Agto the idea, whib I am informed, fas, in
fome inftances prevard, that the half paypand

reafure have been lavithed for no purpole ; that fo
in2ny fufferings have been encountered without a
[gompenfation; and that fo many factifices have tecn
made in vain, Maoy other confiderationy might

themiclves, ferved alio to :
ces of the war. zod to truficat et coneried

lans ; and that the dripouragemeit ox;.imm,
gy tire complicsred . ouliirs and emberisments
inwhichcur affai:s were by thismesns Timaived;

would have long sgo, produced the gilfo. JSesiot
any atmy, lets patiest, Jefs viruous, Snd ol per-
fesering than thatw iich [ have had the hosraurtof
command. _Bur while -1 anention thole tHags
which are nowrious falls, #s the defelts of qur
teederal Conltitvtion, particular'y in the profecu.
uen of a war, 1'beg.it may be ungeriiond, that zs
Ihave ever taken a pleafure in gratefully acknow-
isdging the affifance and fupport 1 have derived
frem every clals of citizens 5 fo fhill ¥ alvaysbe
Higpy to do jultice to the unparaiieled exvunonsof
eindividaal Staes, on many interefiing cecafiong.
Thave thas frecly Cifeloled abat T wilbed to
mike knowa betore [ iurrendered upmy pubbic

Withrezard to the difti ) Sliop between Officis ¢ r@to thofewbo committed it o mr e The raik -
¥ : accamgh. thel I new bid aflien ro’ voar

and Solicrs, it iglafficier t thigthe uniform & 15 §os ey ] i o

pricnceo! every gation ot theworld, combisd I silenc y a8t - Chief Magiftiare o your ..:% o

#i:h our own, ppoves the urilitgand propriecyet faine time 1 hed 2 lant tacewel v0 the Tares

the difcriminatign. Rewards improportion to iR, and all the carployments of puliii life.

#ids the public dmws from ghem are unquefti Bren: .insthen, to bemy fual ant 1squeft

bly due to alllis fervants, Ib fome lines, | thidipon: Elcrﬂ:-n;ﬁ-nﬂ x:::::fsqu?
idrershav s gene Bad as ample ¢ tingees to your Legliotars; (Mg 3
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ere be adduced to prove, that without an enfire con-

ormity to the fpirit of the Unior, we cansot exift|
s an Independent power. It will be fuffiient for
my purpole to mention but one or two, ‘which feem
to me of the greateft importance. It is oaly in our
wnited charadter, asan enipire, that our Indegendence
is acknowledged, that oir power can he regirded. or
our credit fupported among fureign natioss. The
treaties of the European powers, with the United

States of America, will have'no validity wpon a dift
dolution of the Union. We fhall be lefteeariy in 1
State of pature,jor we may find by our owa unhappy
Experience, that theve is a natural and necel 1y pro-
Ereflion from the extreme of anarchy to the extreme

o tyranny; and that arbitrary power ismo(t eafily
Htablithed.on the ruins of libeity abufed to licen-
fiouinefs, 5 &3

. As to the fecond article, which refpels the per:
formance of publig jultice, Congrefs ha®, in theit

late addve(s to the United Srates, almolte < haufted
the fubjet 5 they have explained their ides (o'fuily]
d have enforced the obligations the Stavs are un:

commutation are to b regarded moerely W the
odiaus light ot a penfi, iteught to be expisded
forever ; That provifin fhauld he viewed, as it
really was, a reafonabt compenfation off-ved b
Congrefs, at atime wkn they bad nothingeleto
give tothe officess of pe army, for fervices then
to be performéd. It fas the enly means to pee-
vent a tatal derelicti@ of the tervice; it wasa
part of thewr hire, 1 Bay be gilo ved to fay, it
was the price of theifhiood, amd of your Tnde-

ndeney; it istherefore more than a commsn

bt, it#sa debt of hameur ; jtcas never be cos-
fidered as a penfion, o graty, nor cancelld
until it i fa’rly difcharged . ;

fong fucceilion of years, are laid open for ufe, and
their colleéted wifilom may be happily applied in the
eftablithment of our forms of Government: The
free cultivation of letters, the unbounded extenfion
of commerce, the progreffive refinement of manners,
the growing liberality of fentiment, and, above all,
the pure and benign light of Revelation, have had a
meliorating influence on mankind, and increafed the
Bleflings of Society. At this aufpicious period the
United States came into exiftence as a Nation, and if
their Citizens fhould vot be completely free and hap-~
* Py, the fault will be entirely their own. ‘
" . Such is ourfituation, and fuch are our profpeéts ;
but notwithftanding the Cup of Bleffing is thus rea-
ched out to us, notwithftanding happinefs is ouss if
we have a difpofition to feize the occafion, and make
it cur own j yet itappears to me, there is an option
- ftill left 10 the United States of America, whether
they will be refpetable and profperous, or contempt-
ible and miferable as a Nation 3 this isthe time of

their political probasion; this is the moment when 5 .
e s SR o e conpets UG ol o ] [0 ey he 32 o o iy ik, kb
v ~~ fbu ec for every this isthe favanrable ma::nl QAN m"c;h-d'g,m‘y a"d,:""gy’ B, my Wil receive i | he pr d c.ommu(atiO“i in T he gl ta has coontty, and who, eFw ig she ]
s - 1o give fuch a tone to the federal Government, as b - 5 "h? I : § 0T S R . - N b
will enable it to anfwer the ends of its inftitution ; rey of America caw befiate 4 fingh momeng ment of arrar: cesof cloathing and « »g n 2P vi 1on = :

IpeQing the propriety of complying whh the ju

or this may be the ill fated moment for relsaxing the : Tt > which¥articles ail th: com ¢ parts affthe = e mae itmy earmeft prayes, fhut G
ey Sl ndhonourablemeafurespropol'ed~lflhu"gumemi} : : E.3 DT e | ke ‘woulbav the S:ats over which &
powers of the Union, annihilating the cement ot the not produce convidion, I Yoowi armpshUkSEpur tpon RN Seotiyy ) 1 tu_ in‘: o.:'.(apmcd\-:; that he #n

hipg ‘thag
n we re4
refult of}

into the elfimat=, the bounties many of t
diers haveregeived, and'the gratnity of ones s
fuil pay, which is promifed to all, poffibl
fituation (evéry circumttance &lfi duly comer-
ed) will notbe deemed’ lels sligible than th: of
the Officers, Should a tortherrewacd howewr he
1 ged equitshic, Iwill venture fo aflerc, ag@an
wiil enjoy greater fatistallion than my felt in @ing
an exempuontrom taxesfor alimited time {Which
has been petitioned for in fome inftanices) opany
other adequatt immunityor compentation grased
10 the brave defenders of their country’s caic :
Bat neirher the adoption or wa of thigpro-
pofition will, In any manner  much lefpmi-

Confederation, and expofing us to becotme the fpert

of European Politics, which may play one fate

againft another, to prevent their growing importance

and to ferve their own intereited purpofes. For,

according to the fyfem of policy the Rates fhall

adopt at this moment, they will ftand or fall; and,

by their confirmation or lapfe, it is yet to be decided,

whether the Revolution muft ultimately be confider-

edasa Bleﬂi:g ora Corfe ;—a Bleffing or a Curfe,

: : Dot ro the prefent age alone, for with our fate will
- the deftiny of unborn millions be involved.

With this conviftion of the importance of the pre-

fent crifis, filence in me wouldm‘a crime; [ will

heafts of the sy te cultjvare s Spinit.

naties: and gbedwence 10 ZOTETIGART 3

ain #b-othesds affeftion inl_wﬁ!’t*gbe

, torthe r Tollow Cirzeny ot ff;”‘:"ﬁ

Stard at large ; Sud, particeiacdy for fhei bre-

thre ‘\o\:i terved in the field; snd fﬁi'i'b .
woutdmoit gracioully be pleaied to dipoie

us alite do juftice, 2o lofe mersy, and to cemenn 4

ourfepes with that charity, Bemility, aad pecific _

tempg of miad, which were the charsBeaitks,

of thé Divine Ashor of eur bieflud reigmns

witho#t an humbicimitalion of «holeexanpicin

thefe things, wecap never hope to be & beppy na-

Il have greater influence, elpecially!
le€t that the fyltem referred o, bein
collefted wifdom of the Conn
eemed, if not perfeft, certainly the leal
¢ of any that could bedevifed ; and th
9t be cacried into immediate execution
wkruptey, with all its deplorable
will take place before any different plan
propofed or.adopted ; fo preffing ar
@rcumfiances, and fuch is the alternative
® the States, c
The ability of the country to di
ts, which have been incurred in i

T

therefore (peak to your Excellency the Jan of e : : + < e
f . : e las to be doubted; an inclination, I Hiraie againit, the atof by whichibey  ‘gion, ¥ have the Bowurec be, with much eficem
. f"‘d:";"“d °f‘m:':g"d‘.'m‘" Gifguife. Tom  Bif, witlnot be w:nting‘i the path have offered fife years tult pav, w fien of the Wir-  gng rebet, Sit, - o
| Fwaf , however e i 1 rom me in political  §piain before us s Horelty will be pay for life, which had been before promifd to Bxcellency’s mm‘
: 'f"“':‘"“ "'{’ P"f aps, remark, 1 am ftepping out periment, to bethe beft and only the Officers of the army. ° A Aod MR Hambic
: “'kl",“ﬁ“ 1ne of my duty § and they may poffi- ' usthen, as a nation, be juft; let Before 1 conclude the fabjelt of public jefice, i Wahi
bly afecibe o arrogance o:oﬂenm_non. what I know blic contealls which Congrefs had 1 cannot omit to mention the ; this - : s
is alone the refult of the pureft intention 5 but the right to make for the purpofe of country is to that meritorions classwl vere-  His s ot

-1 reflitnde of my own heart, which difdains fech up . rans, the n
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“public ; ~Fo wdich bws huwuuWW, e
lee, your Rerr rowards the ;

war, with the fame good faith we
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mifioncd Officers and Privaces,
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Uiier %1?4, '{' ES in‘CON GRESS ved-aud received he thanks
- Affembled, (Princeton) Auguit 25, 1,85. t 1o you, Sir, particular praife i ; . A » P g iy
W v 3 ALl s i 18 o Viccz' have begn eflential in Mr. Presioenr, =2 Nk“nﬂm” ‘“.*f::
According to order, General Wathington at. blithing the Freedom snd In ' Py o
~ tended, and being introduced by two Mem. ur country ; they deferve the til the racfeation of the g@rfniw Fi‘ ey
bors.‘\hemﬁ'dmtudu!‘edhimufol}om: Owledgments uty a free and 2 :‘“‘ g .
SIR, > ic;‘ui thofe acknowledgments | : feem 'i “1 s
C? N'GRF'S% fw;lplﬂiuhr pleafure in fancy. Ao of s oAy Koo ot S St i & iy
feeing your Excelleney, and in congra. Hoftilin . il | mat be permitzed to corfider the windom Perka
tulating you on the fuceels b;' a war in which ;i[;h:::dl;";mxg uesnimity of osr sasional covecils. the feitabie b
“you have afted fo confpicuous a part : il herfelf of vym uhm‘h of car citigens, and the pacicsce and  ble (honks 0 God, and =y
Tt has been the happinels of the ngements which will be produced ? = y .
Usited States, that du ng & war {o long, fo the time of peace ; for this a the Mol fappor: . » tc every
d-nwon_‘ and fo importaat, Providence has vee at Congrefs has effe® of the Divinc inerpofisien ciffude of forione, and fir the GRE
grecioufly P{nm to preferve the life of atheuy }s w s  ‘guifhed Nonours which O e
A Genersl, who bas merited and poffefled the asd 1o recsive - pleafed to confer apon me e
uniumurtﬁ confidence and affection of his . of i s wer, ' rx w5
fellow citizans. In other nations medy have m‘m m ;
v performed fervices for which they have de- 4 fellow i CRARLEST -
x T
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