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"\ly most interesting visit was to Grange, in Ayreshire,
the residence of Alexander Hamilton, who was a cousin of my
father. My grandfather, James Hamilton, had lived on this
Place — not in the house the Laird now occupied, but in a
large stone house of which the ruins still remained, covered
with ivy. I am the only descendant of my grandfather who
ever visited the home of his ancesters, which he left probably
more than one hundred years before to seek his fortume in the
West Indies. The relative whose guestcI was, then eighty years
of age, was most hospitable. I had there probably as good an
opportunity to see the domestic life of a Scotch gentleman of
theold school as in any other house in Scotland. The clergyman
of the parish, and several other gentlemen, visited him while I
was there. They addressed him as "Grange" and as "My ILaird."®
He had living with him Captain Wright, and two young maiden
ladies -- relations; also an ancient, very clever woman, a visi-
tor. The Laird showed me the portraits of many departed mem—
bers of the family, and among others, Sir John Pellick, of that
ilk. His two waiters were dressed in sm.ll clothes and plain
livery. He said to me, "Cousin, as you have been in Paris and
London, I fear you will not find my cooking agreeable, for, to
say the truth, my cook has lived with me forty years.®" A very
agreeable and singular reunion of the family was as follows:

At about nine o'clock at nignt, all the party sat around the
dining table; the Laird had & plate of oatmeal for his supper;
before each gentleman, Captaion Wright, my son, and myself,

were placed a small carrat of whiskey, a goblet, wine glasses,
sugar, and a silver ladle with ebony handle; warm water was

in a tea urn within reach, and & plate with soft biscuit be-

fore each person. This reunion was for conversation. Each
gentleman made his whiskey toddy in his goblet, and with the ladle
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filled one or more of his glasses with the mixture he had
prepared, and sent it to one of the ladies of his choice. This
simple and agreeable tipple occupied the mrty for an hour or so

in lively that. The elder lady repeated to the Laird a gossiping
story of another lady, to which he replied, "Ah® she is & rinsing
hussy." I write according to the sound. The whiskey was far
better than any I had ever tasted, and wishing to send some of the
game to America, I said, "Laird, this is the best whiskey I ever
tasted. Where did you get it?" After a pause, he said, "Cousin,
that is a question never asked nor answered in this part of Scot-
land." I felt that I had made a blunder. He said shortly after-
ward, "Cousin James, to-morrow morning before breakfast, if you go
down to the entry you will probably find on the marble table a few
black bottles well corked, and if you go round the house you may
encounter a naked-legged Highland man."® The next morning I was

up early, and found all things that had been intimated. It was
obvious why such & cuestion was never asked nor answered. At
breakfast, I laughingly said, "Captain Wright, I found this morning
a very civil Scot walzing round the house in a costume I had never
seen before, except on the stage. I should like to have a cask

of any liquor he might have, put into my coach." Wright replied,
"I think I can manage it." The Laird said promptly, "Hout, man,
they would find it and seize tke carriage, cask and all. Cousin,
stay here and enjoy the liguor, but do not attempt to carry any
away in any other manner. Hothing can escape the vigilence of

the excise man." The explanation was that the bottles were placed
on the table, and the naked-legged fellow was found near the house
and recel ved payment for his liquor.

"I said to the Laird, "Cousin, is not the Duke of Hamilton
the chief or head of our clan?" "I believe he is," he replied.
"Do you not, as a liege, go sometimes to pay your respects to your
chief?" "Nay! cousin, not I; he is a damn Whig Radical." This
good gentleman was so high a Tory that he would not allow & ques—
tionable newspaper to come into his house."
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"y most interesting visit was to Grange, in Ayreshire,
the residence of Alexander Hamilton, who was a cousin of my
father. iy grandfather, James 'familton, had lived on this
plase -~ not in the house the Laird now occupied, but in a
large stone house of which the ruins still remmained, covered
with ivy. I am the only descendant of my grandfather who ever
visited the home of his ancestors, which he left probably more
than one hundred years before to seek his fortune in Bhe Vest
Indies. The relative whose guest I was, then eighty years of
age, was most hospitable. I had there probabdly as good an op—
portunity to see the domestic life of a Scotch gentleman of the -
0ld school as in any other house in Scotland. The clergymsn
of the parish, and several other gentlemen, visited him while
I was there. They addressed him as "(Grange" and as "iy laird.”
He had living with him Captain ¥right, and two young maiden
ladies == relations; also an ancient, Vvery clever woman, & visi-
otr. The Laird showed me the portraits of many departed mem-—
bers of the family, and among others, Sir John Pellick, of that
ilk. His two waiters were dressed in small clothes and pain
livery. ‘e sald to me, "Cousin, as you have been in Paris and
London, I fear you will not find my cooking agreeable for, to
say the truth, my cook has lived with me forty years.”" A very
agreeable and singular reunion of the family was as follows:
At about nine o'clock at night, all thé perty sat around the
dining table; the Laird had a plate of oatmeal for his supper;
before each gentleman, Captain Wright, my son, and myself,
were placed a sm:ll carrat of whiskey, a goblet, wine glasses,
sugar, snd a silver ladle with ebony handle; warm water yas
in a tea ‘urn within #each, “nd & plate with soft biscuit be-
fore each person. This reunion was for conversation. Each
gentleman made his whiskey toddy in his goblet.,and with the ladle
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filled one or more of his glasses with the mixture he had
prepared, and sent it to one of the ladies of h.s choice.
This simple and agreeable tipple occupied the perty for an
hour or 80 in lively chat. The elder lady repeated to the
laird a gossiping story of another lady, to which he replied,
"Ah$ she is a rinsing hussy? I wrlte according to the sound.
The whiskey was far better than any I had ever tasted, and
wishing to send some of the same to America, I said, "laird,
this is the best whiskey I ever tasted. Vhere did you get it?»®
After a pause, he said, "Cousin, that is a gquestion never
asked nor answered in this part of Scotland.” I felt that I
h:d made a blunder. He sald shortly afterwerd, "Cousin James,
to-morrow morning before breskfast, if you go down to the en-
try you will probably find on the marble table a few black bot-
tles well corked, =nd if you go round the house you mAy encoun-
ter a naked-legged Highland man.”  The next morning I was up
early, and found all things that had been intimated. It was
obvious why such & question was never asked nor answered. it
breakfast, I laughingly said, "Captain wright, I found this
morning a very civil Scot walking round the house in a costume
I had never seen before, except on the stgge. I should like
to have & cask of any liquor he might have, put into my cozhh.”
Wright replied, "I think I can menage it.” The Laird said
promptly, "Hout, man, they would find it and seize the car-
riage, cask and all. Cousin, stay here and enjoy the liquor,
but 49 not attempt to carry any away in any other manner. No-
thing can escape the vigilence of the excise man."” The ex-
planation was that the bottles were placed on the table, and
the naked-legged fellow was found near the house and received
payment for his liquor.

"] said to the Laird, "Cousin, is not the Duke of Hamil-

.ton the chief or head of our clan?"® "I believe he is,” he re-

plied. "Do you not, as a liege, go sometimes to pay your re-
spects to your chief?" "Nay?! cousing not I; he is a damm
Whig Radiecal.” This good gentleman was so high a Tory that
he would not allow & guestionable newspaper to come into his
house."
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