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"~ most interesting visit was to Grange~ in Ayreshire, 
the residence of Alexander Hamil ton, who was ·a cousin of my 
fa t her. My grandfather, James Ramilton , had lived on this 
pl a ce -- not in t he house t he Laird now occupied, but in a 
l a rge stone house of which the ruins still rerm. i ned , covered 
with ivy. I am the only des cendant of my grandfat he r who 
ever visited t he home o f his ~ncest ora , whic h he left probably 
more t ban one hundred years before to seek hi s fortune in the 
West Indies. The re l ative whose gues t r I was , t hen eighty years 
of age, was most hospitabl e. I h d there probably ~s go od an 
opportunity to see the domestic life of a Scotch gentleman of 
t heold school as in any ot her house in Scotland. The clergyman 
of the parish, and several other gentlemen, visited him while I 
was there. They addressed him as "Grange" and as '·'Atf La ird. 11 

He had living with him Captain Wright, and two young maiden 
ladies - - relations ; also an ancient, very clever woman, a visi­
t or . The La ird showed me the portrait s of many departed mem­
bers of the fami l y, and among others, Sir John Pel lick , of that 
ilk . His two waiters were dressed in sm.....11 clothes and plain 
livery. He said to me , "Cousin, as you have been in Paris and 
London, I fea.r you will not find my cooking agreeable, for, to 
say the truth, my cook has lived with me fort11 years . 0 A very 
agreeable and singular reunion oi the family was aa follows: 
At about nine o ' cl ock at night, all the party sat around the 
dining t able ; the Laird bad a plate of oatmea l for his supper ; 
before each gentleman , Captaion Wright, my son , and myself , 
were placed a small carrat of whiskey, a goblet, wine glasses, 
sugar, and a silver ladle with ebony handle; warm water was 
in a tea urn within rea ch, and a plate with soft biscuit be-
fore each person. This reunion was for conversation. Each 
gentleman made his whiskey toddy in his goblet, and Vlith the ladle 
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filled one or more of hi s glasses with the mixture he had 
prepared, and sent it to one of ihe la.dies of his choice. This 
simple and agreeable tipple occupied the IB,.rty for an hour or so 
in lively bha.t. The elder lady repeated to the Laird a gossiping 
story of another lady, to which he replied, 11.Aht she is a rinsing 
hussy." I write according t o t he sound. The whiskey was far 
better than any I had ever tasted, and wishing to send some of the 
same to America, I said, "Laird, this is the best whiskey I ever 
tasted. .'here did you get it?" After a pa use, he said, "Cousin, 
that is a question never asked nor answered in this part of Scot­
land. 11 I felt that I had made a blunder. He said shortly after­
ward, "Cousin James, to-morrow morning before breakfast, if you go 
down to the entry you will probably find on the marble table a few 
black bottles well corked, and if you go round the house you may 
encounter a naked-legged Highland man." The next morning I was 
up early, and found all things that had been intimated. It was 
obvious why such a question was never asked nor answered. At 
break.fast, I laughingly said; 1 Qa.ptain Vright, I found this morning 
a very civil Soot \· ttl.n: ng round the house in a costume I had never 
seen before, except on the stage. I should like to have a cask 
of any liquor he might have, put into my coach." right replied, 
"I thinic I can manage it." The Laird said promptly, "Hout, man, 
they would find it and seize the carriage, caslc and all. Cousin, 
stay here and enjoy the liquor, but do not attempt to carry any 
away in any other manner• Nothing can escape the vigilence of 
the excise man." The explanation was that the bottles were p:taced 
on the table, and the naked-legged fellow was found near the house -
and received payment for his liquor. 

"I said to the Laird, "Cousin, is not the Duke of Hamil ton 
the chief or head of our clan'?" "I believe he is," he replied. 
ttDo you not, a s a liege, go sometimes to pay your respects to your 
chief?" nNay! cousin, not I; he is a damn Whig Radical." This 
good gentleman was so high a Tory that he would not allow a ques-
tionable newspaper to come into his house." • 
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~ltv most 1nterest11lg visit s to Grange . in Ayreshire, 
t he residence of Alexander ilton. ho as a cousin of my 
fathe-r. J,ty grandfather, Jemea '-trunil ton, h d lived on this 
plue -- not in tho house t he Laird n occupied, but in a 
l a rge stone house of hich the ruins still res ined, covered 
ith ivy, I am the only descendant of m.y grandfat her ho ever 

v1a1ted tho home Of his ancestors, hich he left probably more 
than one hundred yeara before to seek hie fortune in Jibe :e3t, 
lndies. Phe relative hoe gu.est I ,as, t hen eight ·,ea.rs of 
a ge, a s most hospitab~e. I had there prob.ably s good au op­
portunity to see the domestic life of a Scotch gentle n of the 
old school as i n any other house in Scotland. t.J:lhe clergyman 
of the pari h, nd several other gentlemen. visited him hile 
I aa t here. They addre s sed hi m as "Oranee" and as" Laird." 
He had living with him Capta right, s.nd t ,o young m iden 
ladies - rela tions; also an ancient ery clever oman. vlsi-

' otr. Tho Laird sho d me the portr: of ma.ey departed mem-
bers of the family, and among others, Sir John lliek, of t hat 
ilk. W.a t ·o waiters ere dressed in small clothes and :pain 
livery. He said to me, "Oouain, as you huve been i n ris and 
London, 1 fear you ~ill not find lD'J/ cooki ng agreeable tor , to 
say the truth., my cook hd.s 11 ved i th me forty years. " A very 
agreeable und s i ngul ar reuni on of the family as as fol lo s: 
At about nine o'olook at night, all the~~ ea t round the 
dining t ble; t he .Laird had pl at of oat al for hio supper ; 
betor each. gentleman, capt a in r.-ri ght, my eon, and myself, 
era pla ced a IDl-11 carr t of whiskey • a. blet, ine glasses, 

ITTJ.ga.r Uid n. Uver l dl 1th ebony handlo; war m ater was 
in a tea urn within ~eaoh , : nd a pl~oe ·1th soft biscui t b -

fore • 011 person. Thie ?'8Wlion for conversation. Each 
gentleman ma.de his his ey toddy in his blet,and with the ladl 
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filled one or more of hi glasses i th the• mixture he h d 
prepared, nd sent it to one 0£ th ladies h~s choice . 
This simple and agre able tipple occupied the ~ty for an 
hour or so in lively chat• 1'he el der lady repeated to th 
Laird a gossiping story of another lady, to ,; hioh he replied, 
.,Ah: she is r1n 1?18 hussy, I wrl t acoording to the sound .. 
The hiekey was far better than. any I had evor tasted• and 
wishing to s end some o the rune to America, I said, "Laird• 
this is the best \'hiskey I ever t asted. ~-here did you get 1t?0 

After pause, he said, ttCousin, that is a. 41.asi;ion never 
as ed nor ans ered in t 1a part of Scotland. '' I f'elt that 1 
hn.d ma.de a blunder. He said shortly nfter.mrd. "Cousin James, 
to-morro morning before breakfast, if you go down to the en­
try you · ill probably find on the marble table a fe black bot­
tles .ell. corked, and if you. , c;o round the house you FJS.y ncoun­
ter a naked-legged ru. bland man. 0 The next morning l was up 
early, nd found all t hings t hat ' had been intiDi.l.ted. It s 
obv1ou h.Y such question was never asked nor ans red. ~t 
breakfast, I laughingly said, "Captain 'Wright, l found this 
morning a very civil Soot walking round the house in a costume 
I h:.d never seen before, except on the st8§8• I should like 
to have a cask of c.,.ny liquor he might. have; put 1nto_ ll\V coa.~." 
;ir1ght replied, u1 think 1 can ms.nage it . 11 '?ho Laird sa.iq: 
promptly. "Hout, man, they ould find it and aeize the car­
riage, cask and all. Couoin. stay here nd enjoy the liquor, 
but do not a ttempt to carry any away in any other mnner . No­
t hing can &cape the v1gilenoe of the exc.iae man.'' ~e ex­
planation ms that the bottles ere placed on the table, e.nd. 
the naked-lagged fellow \lB.S found near the house am received 
paytilant for hie liquor. 

''l. ea.id to tho Laird, 0 COus1n, is not the Duke ot Se.mil-­
ton the chief or helld of our clan?" "I believe he is, " he re-
plied. •1Do you not, as~ liege, go eOl!l'ltimea to -pay your re-
spects to your chiet?tt ••Nay: cousin,; not I; he 1s a dal1Jn 
hig Radical. ,t This goOd gentl nan :as so high iory that 

h would not a llo que tionablo new paper to com into h1a 
house .• , 




