
Hev/ York, lfox'-era1:er IVtli* 3.807,

I:!y Good Little Girl:

In one of yoiir late family epistles you have

most cruelly hy the old proverb of ”0ut of sight,

", \7hich was about as v;ell applied as old pro-

How I do assure you in sooer sadness

wronged me

out of mind

verbs generally ar<^

the indifferent word of an honest gentleman, tlu'.tand on

thinlring of writing to you these tlree months

past, v/hicli I take it is a pretty tolerable proof of oon-

How long I might have lived in the

intention and the daily neglect

had I not beheld you last

I have been

stant recollootion,

dally indulgence of this

of its performance I oannot

dreams not in all the smiling radiance of Venus

say,

night in my

■when she beamed upon the visions

ssion of bitter \rath and indignation, or to urse

, but -withof pious

an espre

Scriptural guo'tatioii,

clear as the moon and terx'ible as an army with

w-ith a co'untenance "fair as thea

sun,

banners.

raised myself in my bed and solemnl/ taking off my ni^it

cap with m.y right hand and waving it gallantly in the
to comb the feathers

I awoke In all the horrors of a cjuandary. I

never to put it on again or

until I had'written you an epistle.

air, S'.'.'ore
my

out of/ha li¬

st ill in a manner in the iiitroduc-

I do not -cerceive any right

t you have never had

01e serae time sinee, aiid

informa-

ITow, we are

I cannot help hinting tin

a let'ber, seeing th

J.

tlon.

you have to enqpect

tho k'.'ndne

wdiicli if I recollect right

to answ-er the one I

abounded wrth inuoresti ■o

reasor.able ercuse for tills negl-icttion. You can offer no
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surely you cannot Toe so iiidillerent of your as

This v.'ould to doing injus

tice totli to,your own talents and ary friendship, for surely

you v/lio can \.Tlte '.;ith so little liositation to your own

family, should at least havo k'ndness onough^K. to helleve

tliat your letters v;ould he received v;lth equal pleasure

and eq.ual indxilgence hy one who regards you with the sincere

At any rate a letter

K

to stand in fear of criticism.

t

hould everaffection of a brother. Pi

he exempt from critical examination, being not the studied

production of the head, hut the free will offering of the

heart, and I .ould sooner ono scrav/l tliat had the .-enulne

tlian a thousand elegant epistles
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stamp of native feelin

abounding in effected Sentiment and v.'e3.1 turned periods.

But I am confident, my dear ilmie, yom' letters '..'Ould

stand in need of apology, just write what you feel.
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never
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or rather, feel what you write, for the first would he

too .great a demand and trust me I never shall coinplain,

though your letters sho^old he as imintelligahle as ti'>e

literary lore on a teaochest.

. I I

The Buhstance of all this. U.» -_■>

■ \ 3 I
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preanihle is simply "I v/ish" you to write me", and since

I am not to have the pleasure of seeing you for so long

havo the indemnification of hear-

- ’ .
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a time, at least let me

ing from you occassionally.

r

This will he an additional in-

r ●'

■ . O'.
:ite often for, tlioug'h the mere idea

« i .

due erne lit for me to wi
1

, c ■
that igy letters could yield you the least pleasure ought

repail d in kind

Thus ,
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ioisiit, yet the prospect of being

liie a much more attentive correspondent.
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\70uld render

selfish even in these little office
o

you see, I am
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of frj.endship avid nuot bo induced to oer;:orm tliera by tbe

hope of reward.

c.. n●● -J. .

Your eint’uliir determhiatlon to pass the winter

in the country hao occaaisicnod ue re^xet and aarprise. ,

ilot that I ti^reby mean to insinuate anything derogating to

Ooldonham, or its inhabitants, or its \/oods, oi' its vales,

or the mountains, or the little negroes, or the kittens, or

the old horse that travels sometimes sidev/ays live a crab,

and sometimes baclr.vards like a bear and sometimes has to be

led by his rid r like an obedient and discreet saddle horse;

far be It from me to offend any being smimate or inamimate,

1. 1 ●- ,t
9

■■ p ●

.r V -

t

r

r
j

f

but surely you are paying Hew York £tnd its citizens a very

sorry compliment to absent yourself all summer and all

winter into the bargain.

t
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V/ell, v/ell, there’s no accoimting

for the whims of a young gentlewoman in her teens, so I’ll

9 9
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say no more on tho subject; not but what tliere’s a little of

of disappointment fermenting at the bottom

of all this, in honest truth I had calculated on another

-

r

the bitterne bo

t

sociable jog trot tlirough the mountains with you and had

much hinted to my friend Larry in an airing I took with

him sometime since, the poor beast was so over-joyed at the

thought that he pricked up his ears and frisked after such

a fashion that he had well nigh flung my companion, mhe

Doctor, out of the seat.

as
r

r

Surely the brute is a good brute

a very '..'ell dl,Sj;osed brute of most civil and esicellent demean-
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You have heard no doubt of Maggie Ashton’s having

married a little limping, round shouldered, blear eyed, fat

sided foreigner - a corpulent oily little Imave v;ho looks for
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all the world like a pumpkin on stilto. The marriage has

caused the women of all that portion of the world, who have

nothing to do, to v/oridor at the iollios at each otlier#

jpor rny part I can see no tiling saprising in it.

iQiew a young gentlewoman -..ho had jilted suae half aooro

‘I

I never yet

f ●

of honest lovors, hut \/hat she was either condemned to lead

apes like the Duanes, or was brought to a arelancholly and

untimely matrimonial end like Mag-gy hshton.

Take warning, all you ilinty damsels, who make

a husiness of breaking the hearts of airaole, brainless and

soft hooded young gentlemen, who reduce Bo many brilliant

yoiiths, the hopes of thoir families, the darling of their

mothers, to a state of absolute stupidity, and insignifi-

canse; who txirn so many hbekheads into poets, poets into

mad men, and mad men into idiots; y/1io cause so many as

piring agents anci gallant young merchants to dash about

and then drive them by your frowns to despair and the

Take warning, I repeat ye, most flinty hearted

yoimg women, by the melan -.hoi-y marriage of Ilaggy ilshton,

and beware of the Innocent though hazardous amusemont of

jilting.

J

limits.
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last

On 3imday;/thGre was somewhat of a family dinner

at youT father’sj at which your Uncle and iiunt were nresent.r

Bass, as usual 'was very much at hoiiie, and together with his

rather hard upon Uncle David.

Uncle David is a little of a witch, and has long contro

versies at times with George upon various abstract subjects,

such as T/hether a spade is really a spade, or a shovel.

.L i,

brother Martin wa You Imow
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Gaorg’e >na into ins tlie xormer position, and betv/aen our selves

I am inoliiied to thiiik lie has the best of the ar^;ument,

Eemble fmeaning; Gouvy) v/as of the party, but rather out of

pints, not having recovered from the horrors of

Sion i7hieh v;aa made on his territory, about five .

by the lada of

r:t

an inva-

eeks aro,

upon

.'o or tlree days,

committed great devastation and absolutely ate him out

llkarnoy, who made a sudden descent

his emi^ire at ITev/ark wlioro they reroainod tv;

.1 j.

of doors,

is absent at Phlladeliihia, whore ne live

an miclo , who ;ad trie woaloiesc,

■juffers great

extremity, his face liaving been complete'^^conflagrated by drink

ing bure;ujidy and eating taraplns and canva

Pehonius

in clover at the expense of

poor man, to take him along.

s

V/e imderstand he

backs. V/e sento o

orders in case his nose sliould catch fire,

tlnguished in the Peluv7are.

to have it ex-

. .1

The lads of KiHearney are

thrown into a wonderful turmoil by the

of Jim Paulding.

uncormmon deportment

I Imow you will think I am romancing 'when

■was absolutely detected in handing aI assure you tliat he

young lady out of the coffee room in the theatre, and that

he even saw her quite dov/n stairs into the hoxi A meeting

this evening, when v;eof the club has been notified for

are to take into consideration and

this astonishing piece

Paulding is a fine, hoy,

I

properly investigate

of gallantry in cur honorable fellow

member.
Bass says, but thiscio

unpartalolled instance of atteilion

strongest suspicions.

in him has excited the

He has just entered my office, and
.L .
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I am interrupted,

this letter to~m"rrav ,

lieve me ever your afl'eotionate friend

ffarev/ell for the present^ I will continue

Jrito to me I entreat yoix, and be-

r

V/ashinet on Irving.
t

t

fo IJioa Alice Anne Hoifman,

Care of Thomas Golden,

Goldenham.

r
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These lottors as you v/ill see are addressed

to the sister of ..latllda, who.

f

as has been stated,

was on a visit to her uncle in ^oldenham, and I also

f ●
♦

have in my possession lottors from Ilatllda v.Tltten to

her sister at this same time, and place,

similes of tliese, they heing in a bettor state of pre

servation than Irvings,

o f ”17a sh ingt on ".

t
J w

I f^ivo fac-

f

I give two in viiich sho speaks' i

:;..oa.Vv

.1
r

Facsimile of Ilatilda Hoffman's letters in● V.
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