
Nove ber 1919 . 

Stories of he Revoluti on told mP. by my grandfather General. 

Pierre Van Cortl andt, who d ied 1846, when I W:t ten years old, and 

ho lived thr ough the Revolution but ,ow not able to twee part in it 

o ing to hie youth -- although he turned out at an alarm i h some 

students at Rutgers Col l ege, New Brunst ick, N. J . 

proud of that exploi t . 

He was quiie 

Ono e when return i ng from college on horeeback, (in those 

,daye h e ent from Peekskill to Ne Bruna i ck on horseback) j uet b -

fore he reached Haveretrav he ea an officer on horseback coming to­

ward him, behind the oftioer a carriage jth curtains dra n, and be-

hind that another offio r on horaoba.ok. AB they n ared him he ea; 

th the kn the firet one -- Lieutenant Franke -- and he c~lled 

ou,:; • 'ho is i n that ca.rr iage? • !,ieuten~nt Fr~s replied - a. 

Benedict Arnold . 

to Phil delphia. 

Thero has been ~reason, and e r escorting her 

I cannot stop to tell you bout it, go ho e and 

your f ther ,ill tell you.• He quickly crossed King' Ferry and 

galloped on to his home above Peekskill, now V n Cortlandtvill • and 

his rather told him they had captured Uu.J or Andre, and h 

little tavern - (!d'ter arda th Hol.man ho $), o h d hi little 

ister{ after ,arda Ura. Phil'ip B. V Bi nnaela r1 nt up the ro d 

nd looked through the indo and & • Jor dr 01 - th floor 

with hie h in hitJ h d • 
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2. 

Very shortly before this some American officers and otbera 

had been dining ~t Birdsalls Tavern in Peekskill, among them Lieut. 

Jack Webb as he aa called, a nd af t er dinner be en t t o the old Van 

Cor t landt bouee and asked to aee s. Corne1ia Beekman. ( She had 

lef t h er home at Tarrytown because i t as so exposed an~ so many 

Bri t ish veeeels lay in the river near h er hoe. There was no N. Y. 

Central in those days, and the ri t er of th is r em mbers h en a ch ild 

that the sloops sa iled pas t th e d oor ot Ph111pse Castle t.o load 

the old mill). Lieut . ebb asked Jtra . B 1'knan if she ould t ake 

car e ot' his val i.ee, h e had in i t a ne uniform of which h e as very 

proud, he asked her t o keep i t until he sent tor it , and no t t o g ive 

i t to any one ,itbout a 1ri t n or d r tron h1 . 

A -d~y or tw o later ahe heard her hueb nd talking to some 

on nd, omanlike, ffent t o ae ho i t -- ther stood Joshua 

Hett Smith or Haverotraw, he aa1d he had co e for Li ut. ebb ' s 

uniform in hie valioe . ere ia your ritten order~• 

He a id: 0 I have none, but Is h1 in Peekokill d he ked e 

to 00 out here and get hie val iee. It ia u.ll right, you kno e, 

llr • Be n . • She said: •Ye , Smith, I kno you, nd th t 1a the 

rea. on why I i ll not s ive it to you.• Had he giv n 1 to h 

Andr ould ve e caped. 

A brav lit l 0 n -- one h n p t.y ot ri 1 ho e 

to th ho e and k d h re t ld r 1 j rr Vii Col" l ndl 

" -- ahe turn 4th oft th la : "l do a.n• b 0 
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3 . 

people l ike you to call my fathe r a rebel . 8 

.. .,. _________ ...,...,_ 

Once when my randfather took me 1.0 ep nd the day w1 th hi 

sis t_j!r a t old Castle Pb. ilipse , a:ft e r d i nner he said he would take me 

to see something I muttt never forget -- so ,e drove don to Beekman­

to n (now North T&11·rytown) u.nd he showed me t he spot where Andre as 

captured • North Tarrytmn WaB then B ekuan ' a Vooda, and in the 

.. oods 1as the place wher e the Andre onument no s t ands. 
_.. _________ ___ _ 

My sister and I still own th but tons th t were on John 

Paulding ' s ooat when h e ( 1th illiama and Van ar ) captured ajor 

John Andre . He strung thee on a cord and gave tha:ri to my rand-

father -- ho as hio firm friend as long u.a he lived. 
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