
f^unnyside,March 28^ 1853

^.!y dear Sarah;

A letter received from you while I wp,h at Washington

Cf t^e mcirraige procession of Louis Ilapolgave an account

and his bride to the church of Notre Dane which

ean

you saw from

a window near the Hotel de Vllle.One of your recent letters,

I aci told speaks of your having been presented to the Empress

»I shall^it vdien I go to town, Louis Napolean and ^

Eugenie Montijo,Emperor and Empress of Pranceione of whom I

on the Hudson, the other T/hen
1 A.

a child I have had on my knee at Granada!It seems to cap the

have had a guest at my cottage

climax of the staange dramas of which Haris has been the

theatre during igy life time.

I have repeatedly thought that each grand “coup de

Theatre*wojild be the last that would occur in my life time-

but each has been succeeded by another equally striking-
and what_T/ill be the next-who

The ln3tr~I saw of~rjag	
The last I saw of Eugenln Honte^^ she v/as one of the

reigning belles of Madrid and she and her giddy circle had

swept away my charming young friend the beautiful and

accomplished Leveadia Zam%a,
■I

dissipation,*^ow lilugenie is

can conjecture,
TTanti-4-A

intc^l/their career of fashionabl
upon a throne and Leveadia

a voluntary recluse in a convent of one of the most
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sreckSs Am I to liTe to see the catastrophe of her career

and the end of their suddenly conjured up empire,which seems

to he of such stuff "asdreams are made of**»I confess my

personal aquaintance with the individuals who figurein this

■hA ^ ^
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pleased v/ith what I saw of the new president.His appearance and manner

quiet and gentlemanlike; and I v/as gratified hy the determination

which he expressed to me in private of taking care of Hawthorne the

author .who had been his early friend and fellow student. Har/thorne

has accordingly received the appointment of Consul at Liverpool,-a

I believe you have read Hawthorne,s admirable novels

and essays- some of the best productions in our literature.

The letters of your brother and Nancy of course keep you acquainted

v/ith the main topics of family news. The death of poor Jane .which

leaves Theodore a widower with five young children. The latter are

at present at their grandmother,s at Geneva.Theodore v/ill break up

housekeeping.! have invited him to come up here for the present,

lir, Grinnell has in a great measure recovered from his very serious

malady; still it will take time for him to regain his mental strength

and activity- His head is easily fatigued by the bustle of business

and he has to avoid the city and all perplexing cares.He and Julia

about to set out on a v/eeks visit to Charlotte at

have prevailed upon Sarah to accompany them,! thinlc it probable that

this illness will make a complete change in l!r.Grinnell,s mode of life;

that he will give up many of the varied engagements and occupations of

a public nature v/ith v/hich he was crov/ed ;that he will ease off in

were

lucrative post.

lake andlare
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business as miich as possible and pass the chief part of hla time in the

country »in which he takes great delight and finds abundance of health

ful occupation.

At the last of this week I expect some of the family up here to

birthday the 9th of April when 1 come of age— of full age—70 years I

1 never could have hoped at such an advanced period of life to be in

such full health,such activity of mind and body and such capacity for

for enjoyment as I find myself at present.But I have reached the alotted

limit of existence — all beyond is special indulgence. So long ns I

can retain my present health and spirits 1 am happy to live,for I think

my life is important to the happiness of others-but as soon as my life

becomes useless to others and joyless to myself I hope I nay be relieved

from the burthen and I shall lay it down with heartfelt thanks to that

almighty power which has guided my incautious steps through so many

uncertain and dangerous xmya and enabled me to close my career in sereni

ty and peace , surrounded by my family and friends , in the little home

I have found for myself , among the scenes of my boyhood .

Hth affectionate remembralices to Mr.Storrov/ and love to the

dear little folks

Your affectionate Uncle

(signed) WASHINGTON IRVING
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