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THE DESCENDANTS-OF WILLIAM IRVING

* THE FIRST SETTLER OF TEAPSURNAME

IN THE OITY OF NEW YORK
BY

Pierre 3, Jrving, his Grandson,
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AxCESTRY OF WASHIXGTON IrvING.
Jonx or IzwrX had landed possessions in
parish of Holm, in Orkney, in 1438, when the
the crown of

ryines of Sebay are
w? frequent] mentioned in tho times of Robert
and Panck rewart, Earls of Orkney, and suf-
fered very severely from the outrages of these ra-
ions pobles. ﬁq became extinct in the di-

t one col-
had immediately before scttled in
Sanday, and another, the Irvines
the island of Shapinshay. They

of Gairstsy ¢ gencrations

aark and Norway.

yect male line, tempore Charles 1.; bu
branch

the island of
of Gairstay, in
« Jost the estate

: "
UTM_naieinomes ossos Mo $v

v] Wl auw
M 9 -0
wn into the wndhioz'll or gl":-.-

nts, tenants of Qubome, where some of them
reside ot this day. I was there lately with Mr
Balfour, the proprietor of Shapinshay, who
pointed out the old and modest bousc at uhome
Where was born William Irvine, father of Wash?
ington Irving. Is it not somewhat singular that

Sir Robert Strange and the suthor of Liracebndge
Hall can be dlmost demonstrated of the samo
blood? I guessy if Irving knew his pedigree
could be traced step by stcp up 10 John E
of 1438, he would readily claim and vindicato his
Orcadian descent. — Deanistoun's Memorrs of Sir

Robert Strange.
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| ed mstrument of eduea ion, I can 1D
| with pleasure

been Sc

e

love
|

world,

themselves, hke the
nen lent vigouar 1n

i nded them. An

| to the heart; 1ts
| ideal love, free from 1
‘u"‘n'm 1l esteem, wi s so much of
we denve from the love { the Liv 4 They

. to our pergonal acquaintance, { e iy

es irvives witl
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we explore them.
—not the glan ' hieeht of
in the page of history
the gold of ar
hat descer
; ‘u:.] that warmed
|>'(»-l iced the fruts

thoughts and good act

fonnd in the annals of
{ and 1n wh m

Intion as we rmther every davidrom those brnght exa
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mny \wort: v h1 Ll \7r1<‘|.' Of every ,‘1 t 1 e,
And if the virtues of stranger be so attra Ve us, how 1nfin-
Y
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>l 1
Mely more so shou

‘ be ¢ of our own kin 1, and 1l
[ what additional energy shouldthe precepts ot on

Auence us, when we trace the t : . 4

!vlt)‘!l t’l']u“!“\" thr - CCESSs1y

the testimony of a virtuous, useful,
{'truth and influence, and all uniting 10

tation to their descendants, so to hve on«¢
i Him rl)]‘l)'};‘l’_\‘.‘ we orace alone wi have power to obey
‘\\t‘l!'l\ at last be re-united with those who havy .
| and those who shall
‘ “No w inderer ’n*\f,

come alter us—
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A ramily in heaven,
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“'/E ANCESTRY OF WASHINGTON IRVING.
7" Iris vow generally known that the father of the celebra-
. ted American author, Wasbington Irving, was a native
of Orkney, and a descendant of one of the oldest of the
« Orcadian families. Last year a mephow of the famedl
I author, a clergyman in Awerica, visited Orkney, for the
|, purpose of tracing hLis lino of ancestry, and, by the
courtesy of Mr Balfour of Shapinshay, Sherilf Robertaon,
and Mr G, Petrie of Kirkwall, was enabled satisfactorily
*‘40 establish this, In a communication with which we |,
. have been favoured, the last-named gentleman furnishes
some interesting particulars with roference to the Irving

.« family. Hesays:— i

‘ # The name of Washington Irving bas become a house-
[+ hold word in wmany lauds. The brilliant wit, playful
' Thumour, and lucid, pure, and graphic style of his
‘writings, charm his readers, while the warm genial
| mympathies of his kindly heart, seeking to bind tan
. mmore closely to his fellow, enshrine him in their
affections. Mr Irving has conferred lustre on the
mational literature of America, pnd has secured the last-
| _dngloveand esteem of his fellow citizens, who are justly
¢ jproud of their gifted and 'accomplished country-
« wnan.  No library is now held to be complete which does
. wot embrace the works of Washington Irving. His
! “mame would reflect glory on any country, and it is
' therefore with unfeigned pleasure that I can claim
| ' for Orkney the honour of having been the birth-place of
! ' his father, William Irviug, who was born at Qubome, in
. he Island of Shapinshay. At an early ago William Irv-
,  ing conceived a ion for a seafaring life, but was kept
, under restraint by his mother. She died whilo Le was
quite young, and he then went to sca, and for some time
& sailed as a potty officer on an armed vessel, which sailed
| betweon Falmouth und New York. In 1761 he married
' - -Sarah Sands, the grand-daughter of an English curate,
and in 1763 emigrated to New York, where ho subse.
“r* \quently became & merchaut, acquired a fortune, and died
' in 1807, leaving a numerous family. His widow survived
#ill 1817. Washington Irving is now in his seventy-
fourth year, and resides at Sunnyside, hia beautiful
wountry seat, on the banks of the Hudson. In a letter
Jately received from one who knows him well, Mr Irvln*
iis described as atill posscasing “tho samo warm gonia‘

- — e - e — —_—— -
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Thoart ns of old, and better than all, resting bis age ana
" |his hopes upon the provision sod promises of the blessed
" igospel of'CEorist." When it became known that Wash-
¥/ & :f:;tou Irving’s futhor was n native of Orkuey, s search
' +wns made to trace the family an far back as possible, but
the length of time that had elapsed since William Irv-
ug left Orkney, and the loss of some of the parish regis-
¥ tors of Shapinshay, threw obstacles in the way of the
1) inquiry. These were, however, eventually overcome
~ through informa‘ion obtained fiom charters and other
(x documents in the possession of David Balfour, Ksq., of
Balfour, and of myself. Those in Mr Balfour's posees-

/  sion went back to the beginning of the seventeenth
! contury, when the Irvings appear to have first acquired
( property in Sluplulhs:{. The documents in my posses-
sion relnted to the clder branches of the family on the

| .. mainland of Orkney, and embraced a period from 1422 te
l the begimning of last century. A genealogical table of
. ] . the Irvings of Orkney, from whom Washington Irving is
i~ »descended, wns carefully prepared from the documents
..above referred to, and certified by James Robertson, |
| Esq., Sheriff Substitute of Orkney, aud myself, aud
: ) i thanded to Mr Irving’s nephew, the Rev. P. P. Irving, who
‘ i wvisited Orkney last autumn to obtain information about
. 4his fawily. Washington Irving, and the other members
| +of his family in New York, were highly gratified with the
: ; ,+ @esult of the search, and expressed a wish tbat anything
i h | , which might throw additional light on the history of the
- - - - | { Mamily, might be commaunicated to them. There was
still one link in the chain which was somewhat unsatis-
. factory, there being some doubt as to whicli member of
+ the Irviugs of Sabay the Shapinshay Irvings were sprung
from. Last winter I resumed the scarch, and succeeded
! in obtaining distinct documentary evidence to prove that
‘Washiogton Irving is descended, through the Irvings of
Shapioshay, from the Irviugs of Sabay, and that bis
family now represent the elder branch of the Orkney

\ ings, - . b 3 g »

“The family of Irving in Orkvey were cadets, and
- +used the arms of the Irvines of Drum. Last autumn
-Joseph Robertson, Fsq., of the Register House, Edin-
* “burgh, discovered the name of a William Erwin, men-
stioned along with other persons of note, in an indenture
* «dated at Kirkwall, 25th Muy 1369. This is the earliest
| motice yet discovered of the name in Orkney, and it is
| wvery probable that that William Erwin was a younger son
A \ ) -of William do Irvine, to whom, as his armour-bearer and
iy _+devoted follower, King Robert Bruce gave a grant of the
'" woyal forest of Drum, firat in free foreatry, and then as
. 5 [ barony. It is stated in notes written about 200 years
' ago, by Cristopher Irving—a member of the family of
Jrvine of Bonshaw, in Annandale—that ¢ the Irvines of
. Suarsit I g . Forfarshire and the Orkneys are descended of the family
; {" of Drum.” The estate of Bonshaw was the place from
2 | which Willinm de Irvine departed to follow the Sruce.
Gy * "The Irvines of Bonshaw held their lands of the Bruces as
o N ; Lords of Anuandale. This information regarding the
- Xrvines of Drum was communicated to me by Lieat.-Col,
| ¥orbes, father-in-law of Alexander Forbes ing, Esq., !

|
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(d 07 p e inin de Erwyne, burgeas of Kyrkwaw,’ is men-

k I tionad iu a deed dated 10th Nov. 1422, ‘and the nams ot
| . this son, John off Erwyne, appears as a person of note in
, ; " & document dated 20th Jan. 1438, whicfl found among

1, 18 | whe county records in Kirkwall. This document is writ-

Hy K o /% %en in th'o Scottish language, and bears the seal of the

\ | “lawmau’ of the islands. Cristie Erwyne, the son of the

Soensy ol e Gl i maid John, was marrjed to_Edin Paplay, who appears to
— " mun_ﬁeiriu of the Jands of H{:{m and Et?l::r: in
§ | Holm, which ahe aud her husband exchanged with the

. Eatl of Okney for the lands of Sabay, iu the parish of

k i i
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By Andrews. The deed of exeambion was dated 27th

April 1460, Christie Erwyne lind two sous, John and )2

David. The latter left no jssue; bud Joha, who died:

about 1520, had seven children, "'he eldest aon, James
was appointed * lawman’ of Orkney—the h'?hut Jjudioja

office in the lslands, James, the lawman, left siz sons and |

Awo daughters. IHis eldest son, James, died without'
jssue, The second son, Magnus, maeried, prive to 15681,
Christias Yinsta, and acquired by this marriags part of
#he udal lands of Yinsta, in St Andrews; and, in 1608,
_ appears to have been resident in Shapidshay. Gilbert,
o third son, was proprietor of Tankerness in 1501, The
Droperty of Sabay was udal land, and divisible, nocording
to tn udal law, among the wholo of the sons and daugh-
tarss  This law naturally led to minute sabdivisions of
rty, and hence the great numbor of small ‘lairds’
mn-, at the present day. As & sort of practical
wheck Lo this inconvenient system, it became a very com-
mon -ocouerence that the most enterprising member of
the family, frequently & younger son, who had as n mer-
chant or otherwise realized a sufficient rum, purchased
their respective shiares of the property from the other
members of the family, It thus not uafrequently hap-
wened that the family progerty pasaed into the hands of
# younger sou, while his eldor brother was still alive and
dn comparative poven{. It was thus that William, the
" fourth son of James, the lawman, having been of an en-
_ garprising gharacter, and having succecded in trade, pur-
chased from his brothers and sisters their sharea of the
fataily estate, and so became sole proprietor of Sabay,
William had two sons, Patrick and Williaw, and four
daughters. Tho eldest son, Patrick, predeceased his fa-
ther, and Willlam was killed at the slege of Kirkwall
Castlo jn 1614, the father having died in June the same
ear, Patrick left a son, William, who succeeded to Sa-

y on the death of his i'nnd.fnthnr. but afterwards mort-

ged the property to William Sinclair of Tolhoop (now
ﬁmb), who had married Patrick's widow, Patrick left
#wo other sons and » daughtor; but the whole of them,
dnoluding William, died without issue. The male de-
acendents of William Irvine, Patrick's father, having thus
become extinet, thé estate of Sabay was subsequently
convoyed to William Sinclir by Patrick’s sisters and
gheir children.

“We now return to Magous Irvine, in Shapinshay, who
faad at least two sons—William, who acquired the lands
of Gairsty and Kirbuster, about the comnmencement of
the 17th century; and Thowas, who was resident in

uhome, in Shapinshay, in March 1646. William, of

sint{, who was bailie of Shapinshay, and died about
1649, left danghters, but no sons. Thomas appears to
have had a sou named Magnus, whose son was also named
Magnus, and was the father of Willlam Irving. William
was born in Shapinshay, and afterwards settled in New
York, as has already been stated.

“Jt is now thereforo n fact clearly established, not
" only that Washington Irving's father was bornin Qrkney,
but that the family had been resident there 400 years

to William Irving's emigration to New York, aud
held n very considerable landed estate in the count:
aven before the islands had been transferred by Denunri
%o the Scoltish crown.”

Wo understand that Mr Washington Irving has sent a
copy of his works, consisting of 15 volumes, beautifully
bound in morroco and extra gilt, to Mr Petrie, and a
similar copy to Sheriff Robertson. He also honoured
Mr Potrie with aletter from himself, in which he begs
his aoceptance of the books, as a # testimouinl of his high
respect and regard, and his gratitude for the genealogical
chnmcby w he has connected him so elosely with
Qrkney.?
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