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' Strongsville preperes for Industry
? study of Industry goes back to the eerly deys of ttrongsvill
as 8 town.  Strong built the mdem end grist mill et J§lbion the second
year he wes heroﬁqg1few yesrs leter other businesses were added along
the river. There was 8 gew-mill, distillery, & carding works, & tin
shop, & scythe end snath factory, two wagon shops, & machine shop and
several blacksmiths shops. This formed & very good Industrial Park.
Meany of you know sbout the winter fire of 1843 which burned
U AN
ell the industries except the grist mill, opersted into this
century underthe management of Rachel'se?::Ler end before him her
grendfather.
Another group of industries, in this eerly period, existed
sround the corner of Drake end Bunt Rds. There was & grist mill
s besket factory, and e buggy and wegon factory.

There waes snother group of businesses & mile Egst of the center
called Eest Mills, It had a grist mill, & saw mill end 8 blacksmith
shop. Water power wes available in all these centers. Pieces of the dam

at the Drake area and the East Mills aree are still visable.

There was places of business in other‘;EZ;::*EBrough the ®own.
Blacksmiths, sew mills and esheries were common. About the only
export Strongsville hed was potash., 1t was obtained from the eshes
of burningm trees. {hey hed to be eliminated to grow crops.

By sng jJar these industries ceused no great objectiones ,

bl:§§g§§§§;::fi:i§iuse they were pXpviding e service toc the locel

people and usually the nearest femily was on the next ferm sbout

1oooéeet down the road.
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In 1940 s & 1950s the Chember of @ommerce met in the hell
ebove. I think there were sbout 100 chairs. At meny of these meetings
most of these were filled end sometimes as many es 25 stood in the rear.
e gﬂc’,éﬁclcire%ﬁ?nd gff?fo:%ust a port of entry for settlers
going fsrther south, to & Villege end then to & city, a few industries
beceme very objectionable because of their noise,fumes, polution or
litter. Ihis cgused many people to hold to the opinion thet industry
es © whole was objectional.
This false ides that'&ll industry wes bad had to be countered
with the ergument that with setisfectory qiﬁzf?ls industry could /éiiiixz:+*

add tremendously to the tax duplicate without adding to the cost of

schooling, police protection or garbege collection. Ci/?faﬁ/”“1°

In 1954 there was sction tesken to lesse the Tomes property,

‘here on Pearl Hd. 300acres at $600 per scre for industry.dﬁg¥ﬁiickey

Crouse was to sell tpg propeprt,

FolloWing thid eption ,the Chemberappointed & committes to

publicize this project. This committee consisted of L.0.Bean, @204¢L¢
Ben Sprague Sr. Irvin Hunger, Lo:rin Neeper, Gordon Geeagpr,

Millar Yardine and Howard Chapmen. The members of this committee
proceeded to visit other communigies having the same problem to

find out whet they were doing. Others went to communities where whey
had esteblished sn Industriasl Park. Some wrote to distent communitys
for brochures.jgzz-years the “hamber rented space in the *‘icherds
building at the feir to publicize the “ark, we had a large picture

This area-
Oé’&i‘ﬂ'@‘ﬂﬁi&ﬁj showing the Cross roads of the nation going thru
S ple,
Strongsville. We gave out 2000 brochures one day. One men going by

thebooth was handed & brochure, he asked whets the catech no cetch
("‘"“55 Ra o dg
just wanted everyone to know where Strongsville is. He skook his

heed as he walked on.
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As time passed and no parcelswére gold, Chsmber sppointed
Paul Kocher ss Public Relations Person to get things moving.
One whole evening was spent discussing Industrial fevelopnent "
following e talk by Rey Hartman of the Electural Compeany. Zﬁi’}Qﬁj)
During this period, in most every meeting something wes presented
about the difficulyy of getting intothe property becsuse of the
rolling land so much brush making it elmost impassible only by
foot or eir. In addition there wes & very large barn at the
entrance to the property. During these years we would often see
planes.pleamtesTlying over this srea end we would sesy to ourselves
there is snother prospect.
About ten years after the Tomes property was first leased
A DAY
for industry Council determined they could level the eres put in
ges and elecricity and levy an sssessment sgainst the property
when sold. The Council decided to put this idees on the bellot.
7 pasied + fthz

With the help ov the Chember the $350, OOO project was started.
John?wes & member of Council at thet time. He can give
8 good description of what went on frdﬁ é%:/passage of the levy
He may be able to site some incidents thet happened during this

ten year period that jrhave forgotten. thenk you for listening.
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