6116 Oakview Drive
Lakeland, FL 33803
December 1, 1981

Captain Raymond E. Peterson
5729 B Dalton St.
Fort Knox, KY 40121

Dear Captain Peterson:

Writing a history of the 192nd tank battalion at this
point in time will be quite an undertaking.

1 am delighted to be asked to participate and will
endeavor to reconstruct as much as possible. I will dig into
my musty files and see what I can do to help.

A person that could be of great help if he is still living
would be Davis Gritton, who was the battalion adjutant until
we left Camp Polk, La. He was also an excellent photographer
and collected hundreds of pictures of the battalion. He
probably has pictures with your father in them, Davis lives
in a little village called Salvisa which is between Harrodsburg,
Kentucky and Lawrenceburg, Kentucky. I believe much history
could be obtained there.

I am sure that Colonel Bacon R. Moore's files would contain
much information. He organized the National Guard unit in
Harrodsburg and was our battalion commander until we left Camp
Polk Louisiana. His son, Dr. Bacon Moore, practices medicine
in Harrodsburg and would have the files.

Major Edwin Rue of Harrodsburg could help some, although
he was our liaison officer at the headquarters at Clark Field
and went through the terrific bombing when the Japanese destroyed
Pearl Harbor. He was in the headquarters when it was destroyed
by the bombing, and we felt that he was mentally injured from
the bombing and suffered what we called the 10,000 mile stare.
T am sure he can help some. He was never in combat.

Jackques Merrifield originally from Company B can be of
help. We kept in touch until early 1960's and he and his
family dropped out of sight. The last contact I had with Jack,
he was living in Denver, Colorado.

I was a sergeant in D Company when we went on active duty.
I received a commission and was assigned to D Company for a short
time, then assigned to headquarters company and assigned to C
Company after about 4 hours of combat with the Japanese at
their landing af Luigayeu Gulf.



Captain Raymond E. Peterson
December 1, 1981
Page 2

I am the only officer left of Company C, and Edwin Rue
and myself are the only ones left that served in Company D, and
at the moment Edd and myself and Dr. Alvimn Powleitt, I think,
are the only officers left of the thirty-six that were in the
Philippines.

It is Christmas time and things will be slow, but I will
be in touch and help as much as I possibly can.

I knew your father and I am very proud to have served with
him. In the late 50's, I used to travel to Chicago and very
often we, myself and many from Company B, would have dinner
together.

Another place that some information could be found is the
adjutant General Office in Frankfort, Kentucky. In the late
1960's prior to the memorial being placed in Harrodsburg, I made
a tape that is buried in a time capsule under the monument.

They probably made a transcript of that tape. At that time
they had much information in their files.

Another source could be the Kentucky Historical Society
in Frankfort, Kentucky and Colonel George M. Chinn or General
William R. Buster could provide maybe some wvaluable information.
They are both officers in the Kentucky Historical Society.
You will hear further from me.
Sincerely, f
William H. Gentry
WHG: ap



6116 Oakview Drive
Lakeland, FL 33803
January 13, 1982

Captain Raymond E. Peterson
5729 B Dalton St.
Fort Knox, KY 40121

Dear Captain Peterson:

I have received a letter from Walter E. Page, II 343 Wickland, Ct.,
Lexington, KY 40505, a copy which I have enclosed.

If you approve, I will send the same information to both of you.
I would like to have a more detailed map or maps of Luzon, especially
north Luzon and Battan. The maps I have are small, and many towns are
not shown; also, many towns in the Philippines had more than one name.
The rivers and streams, railroads, and other features are not shown.
I will draw a couple of maps for you. I wish I had access to the
information you have as it possibly would help refresh my memory.

The best solution, of course, would be to sit down together for a few

days and cover the entire episode, and at Fort Knox, however, I will
not be taking vacation until some time in the summer.

S1ncere1y, [é:

w1111am H. Gentry

I will be in touch.

WHG:ap



Walter E£. Page II
L2 Wickland Ct.
Lexington, XY L0505
December 29, 1981

Do . Gty

I am a iurior at the Universitv of ¥Xertucky majorinrg in
journalism and psvchologv, and a freelance writer and photograrher.

‘I spent seven weeks in the Orient this summer (June and July
of 1981), including nearlv four weeks in the Philirpines, where
the grour I was with spent a dav on Corregider Island and a day

orn the Bataan Feninsula.

I am currentlv working on an article about the Bataan Death
Mzrch. I have been in contact with Msurice E. {Jack} Wilson
since hefore I left for the Oriert last summer.

ppril of 1982 will mark the LOth anniversary of the March.
The Courier-Journal has expressed an interest in the article on
the men from the Rarrodsbureg 38th Tank Company whc fcught and

marched on Batzan.

¥r. Wilscn has beapr verv cooperative and gracicus in his nre.f
with the article. Fe has given me a ereat c=al cof useful

irformation, but I would like tc %now a
T

1i
cthers from Harrcdsburg whe ware on Eztaan.

ttle more abcut the

Enclosed vou will fird a number of questions and a stamped
self-addressed envelope. I have mailed similar questicns to

several ¢f vcur co-defesnders of Bataan.

I the guestions dc not aprlv to vou or are toc fpersoral,

¢ not fesl obligated. I believe that wvours in an imporzant

ara greatly apgrreciased,

Flease d
stery, but I dc not want to drag U bad memories nescdlessly.
Your prcmrt assistancs and rcoreration
since I am now on a fTairly tieht deadline.
Sin

i
1
W
'. ’
-5




Piaase o into as much detail as you are comfiortable with.
You r~an answer or this sheet or on anothar sheet of rparer.
Thank vou again for yecur helg.

Please zive some brief personal background:
When and where were vou born and raised?
When and to whem were you married?

kny children?

What was your occupation befcre joining the Maticral Guard and
servipeg in W.W. II? After the War? What is your present cccugation?

Some questions on vour involvement in W.W. II:

When and why did vou 3join the Farrodsburg National Guerd?

“ow 0lé were vou when vou left the U.S.%4, for the Fniliprines?

Eow old were vou when vou returned’

What was vour rark when vou left for the Phillipines and when
vocu returned?

When ars w-ers ware wvcu rarturec? Cculd wveu give =cme cetalle!
Tié wou welk ir -res Nzreat IS rop, wWwnat n2fpsnec TC o UCu etTaET
the Jararsce too¥ over? If wvecu dic¢ walk in tha Maren, r~cula vou
- wiia =m s - o~ 14 -4!-
ralate anv nighlighis frem vour capture and the Marcn?

gt

fter the Varc
G s

n* Whera were vou imrriscn
Pid vou suffar anv ipjuries or dircsas

=

i
)



<UESTICNS PAGE 2

Wher were you relzased from POW camp? Cculd vou compare vour
physical ard mental condition befcre and after vour capture? How
much of the tire vou spent in the Fhiliprines did you remain with
the men frcm Harrodsburg?

tre thare any particularlv meaningful experiences veu coulid
r=late from your time in W.W. II?

Do vou keep in cortact with vour co-defenders of Bataan:
Hew do you feel todav about vour experiences in the War?

How do vou feel today about the Japarese ard tne Filirpiros?
Eoew do y?u feal vour exterienczs in the War changed you?

Please feel free tc make anv oOther comments.

fgzin, thanks Zor vour help.



Attachment 1 //[/ILL/}QM 1‘/, éEU;-EV

When I joined the 38th Tank Company of the Kentucky National
Guard, we had a World War I tank. It was a Renault tank--
French design. I never drove this tank, but my brother, who
was also a member of the company at that time, did drive the
tank many times. )

We received about the time I joined the company a M2AZ tank.
It had two turrets and was known as the '"Mae West." We later
received our second tank which was like the first. We also

had a command car.
Trucks were kept at the motor pool in Frankfort, Kentucky.

When we went on strike and flood duty or a parade or guard duty
at the Kentucky Derby, we had to go to Frankfort for trucks.
Most of the trucks were regular Ford, Dodge, or Chevrolet trucks
with a military bed on the back.

Our Armory was upstairs over a store on Main Street. We kept
our tanks either in an old building about three blocks away

or on our farm. My brother and myself would drive the tanks
into drill on Monday nights when the tanks were needed for

drill training. Shortly after joining the unit, I was appointed
a first-class private and a first-class maintenance specialist
and it was my job, along with Sergeant Jim Parsons, to perform

the maintenance on the tanks.

We were required to operate the tanks a given number of hours
each month, so driving to and from training sessions added some
to the log time.

I performed most of the maintenance outside of drill time as
we had drill at night and we did not have a lighted area to
work on them.



bl//LL/ﬁM 1‘;[ éEUTEV

Joined C Company 192nd tank battalion at Rossario, fought Japanese at
Rossario, Sison, Pozorrubio, Asingan, Tayug, fought rear guard action
for 26th Cavalry from Tayug to Umingan. Encountered Japanese at
Bongabong (Cabu) and Cabanatuan. Fought 3 hour battle at Cabu with 7
tanks while the Japapnese lines were south of St. Rosa bridge 10 miles
to our rear., Encountered 10 Japanese tanks at Baliuag with 8 tanks,
fought a running fight from 5:10 p.m. to 7:10 putting out of action 8
Japanese tanks and withdrew under order of C.G. of Provisional Tank
Group.

Encountered the Japanese at Calumpit Bridge, fought 3 hour battle and
withdrew after exhausting all our ammunition.

Encountered Japanese 75 MM gun battery at Porac knocking out 3 guns.
Fought with the battalion at Hermo8a line, fought with the battalion
at Abuui withdrawal,Beach defense on east side of Bataan and went from
there to the Agaloma pocket, went from Agaloma pocket to Tuol pocket.
Support for 45th Inf. P.S. on Pautuiguan River and later in support

of the 11th Div. P.A. at time of surrender.

Stayed in Reserves until 1 April 1953

9 August 1945 left Miami Beach, Florida for Fort Knox

14 August reported to Headquarters Armored Center Fort Knox

Assigned to the Wheeled Vehicle Department of the Armored School

Left Letterman General Hospital San Francisce 11 March 1945

Reported to Nichols General Hospital, Louisville, Kentucky - 16 March 1945

When on inactive status 22 January 1946

Assigned 15 May 1950 to Service Battery 44lst Field Artillery Battalion
Harrodsburg, Kentucky

Promoted to Captain 18 February 1945

Awarded the Silver Star by Brigader General William E. Brougher for
action in Tuol pocket on about 20 February 1942

Took regular Army examination 28 January 1947

Constant encounter with the Japanese Army from December 15 1941 to
April 11, 1942

25 April 1949 relaesed from assigned to 285 Composite Group ORC Danville,
Kentucky and assigned to Hq Hq Det. 2613 Repl. Tng. Bn. Danville, Ky.

7 May 1947 assigned to 22D Ky Comp. Bn 285 Comp GP Danville, Kentucky

30 June 1949 reld fr asgmt w/Hq & Hq Det 2613th Repl Tng Bn Danville, Ky
and asgd to Ky Casual Adm Gp.



William H. Gentry

When in high school somehow I knew what my destiny was to be as far
as war was concerned. We had a history teacher by the name of Ezra Jones
who taught history by dividing the class into groups, each arguing a
cause. One particular day in the course of argument, we had Mr. Jones
cornered and he lost his temper, and proceeded to put me in my place.
After he had finished, I told him, "You only teach history, but a lot of
us will go out and make history." He said, "What do you mean by that?"

I told him, "Why in World War II." He said, "I suppose you know when
World War II will start?" 1 said, "Yes, in Tate November 1941." He
said, "If you know so much, where will you fight?" 1[I said, "I don't know
yet, but it won’t be Europe."

When we left Fort Knox in August 1941, the plans called for us to go
to Fort Bragg, N.C. after the maneuvers, so all equipment not needed for
maneuvers was crated and shipped to Fort Bragg. I did not ship my personal
equipment to Fort Bragg; instead, I brought it home and told Mother I would
need it later. I separated out the woolen clothes and told her to keep
them and send the summer clothes. I gave my brother my car. My mother
said, "You will need your winter clothes at Fort Bragg," and I told her
that we would not go to Fort Bragg.

While we were on maneuvers, we had stopped on a road somewhere in
Louisiana in the middle of the night. We were sitting on the front of a
tank. The men were talking about Fort Bragg-- when we would get there and
what they were going to do. I told them that they would never see Fort
Bragg, that we would receive a telegram from the War Department at the end
of the maneuver to go to Camp Polk Louisiana and await further orders and
when we received order it would say to prepare for overseas duty and proceed
to PLUM which meant Philippines, Luzon, Manila. At this point, Col. Bacon
R. Moore broke in and said, "Lieutenant, what in the world are you talking
about?" I told him, "Col. Moore, I do not know why I know this, but I do
know what is going to happen." At Camp Polk Louisiana, Lt. John F. Hay
was assigned to the battalion and reassigned to C Company, the Ohio
Company.

John was an ordained Presbyterian minister. As we were leaving San
Francisco on the boat and only about four or five hours out, Lt. Holland
and myself heard someone crying and we went into the room and found John
Hay crying. We asked, "What is the matter John?" and his reply was, "I
have told my mother and father goodbye for this world." We said, What do
you mean?" He said, "I will die in a prison camp and will never return to
the U.S."



/A//LL/ AL 1’7[ /7(37(]778,”

Enlisted 21 December 1936 in the Kentucky National Guard

Inducted into Active Duty status 25 November 40 as a Staff
Sergeant of Co. D 192nd Tank Battalion and served in that
capacity until 12 February 1941

Commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant 12 February 1941

Commissioned a 1st Lieutenant 19 December 1941
Commissioned a Captain 18 February 1945

Served as Communication Officer Headquarters Company 192nd
Tank Battalion from about 19 February 1941 until 14 December
1941

Joined C Company 192nd Tank Battalion 14 December 1941 as
Maintenance Officer and Platoon Leader.

Appointed Battalion Maintenance Officer 6 April 1942 but
never assumed that assignment as I remained with C Company
until the surrender



PROGRAM

2);clicafion o/ /.?afaan memoria/

Thursday Afternoon, June 15, 1961
2:00 o'clock

BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM R. BUSTER, Presiding

INVOERtION ..ot rer s e Rev. James N. Kelly
Minister, Harrodsburg Christian Church

Opening Remarks and Introduction of Distinguished Guests

Remarks Major General W. Paul Johnson
Commanding General, U. 8. Armor
Center, Fort Knox

Presentation, of Tape Recorded History Compiled by The Depart-
ment of Military Affairs, to Colonel George Chinn, Kentucky
Historical Society ..oevcceercneae Major General Arthur Y. Lloyd,

The Adjutant General of Kentucky

Recognition of Survivors of Bataan Campaign and the families of
those who died.

Dedicatory Address .. General Jacob L. Devers,
U. S. A, Retired, Chairman of the
Battle Monuments Commission

Benediction ... . RV I KL Darter
Retired Baptist Minister

Thursday Morning, June 15, 1961

11:00 o'clock

IN DOWNTOWN HARRODSBURG

Military Parade of Kentueky National Guard Units under the
Command of Grand Marshall Brigadier General William R. Buster.

i



Prepared by The Office of The Adjutant General, Kentucky Department
of Military Affairs, In order to pay tribute to the heroic men of Company D,
192d Tank Battalion, of Harrodsburg, at the dedication of the Bataan

Memorial, in Harrodsburg, Kentucky on June 15, 1961,

Major General Arthur Y, Lloyd
The Adjutant General of Kentucky

Brigadier General William R, Buster
Assistant Adjutant General

Viltiam J, Dennis
Military Research Analyst

L1}

/‘/‘-" vL[ AD Mag#r WHen kwd EXVEOL

Y8106 Wi aiion) beASok &~

Cover: Seal of The Army“and Air Wational Guard,

Tank:  M3Al, @ nGeneral Stuart', light. This type tank was used by
the Provrsional Tank Group, USAFFE, during the Philippine Campaign
1941-1Sk2, It mounts a 37mm cannon and welghs, combat Joaded 14,3 tons.
U. S. Army Ordnance School Tank Data, (Aberdeen Proving Sround, Md.,
1958), pp. 157-153.

<;EUWj71A1 -Anirii/



durrodsburg, Rentucky
i.urch =4, 1948

CUSGZIT: sl LiY 107G RiIOR
- C: .-&;'-A '\.:J'.- :--J-:-Ld.r .::Lok;:\;’i’ J.u-- Sag UJ.I..'UI.L G :- .-RJ‘L. 5 0““ CL
:._;" ; 1—5:2 1l .':.I £y i ..A.L..L.L . l-b o:un

(s

1. I acreuy ccrtify tuct wne follovin_ nawucd nen ere uead o. d wue

0et63 iven (re oas . eurly cecurate z2s ncdory vill permit.
: ' w8sbers of tune lPena ianik sl

aLOQiFILLDL,ﬁenneth Yeylst Lt.(zerial jjunber unknown) d:ied
in April, ine litn or 1l4th, on the :.arch out of _atecn, rhnilijcirne
Islznac. iIne ceuse of death, heat exhuustien. suried in Betsean,
railippine Islonds.
wz:il'E, .en, gt. 0,580,440, alcd in ihe month of iiay 19.4, ard
15 Lucried st gemp Otuoennel, rhilippine Islands.
L. :Y, vcllace, Q/,gt. £0,5:3;4<7, died in July or August 194& at -
Sunp C-bznatuen, rhilipgpine Islends,.und is buried tnore, :
Lo il Cue r,gpl.e, 20,583,475, died in July or August 194% at
wemp Cobnnatunn, nlllgpine Isliond:., und is buried ivucre,
Fro.ouily, Ldward, uUgte, hf,Sa,,.el vasn Killed in the hospital on
Lotcan on Lpril.l%th or 1:th from_shell firc from Curre_iuor. ie
vao Luried in tne .00 :ital Cenetary.
oL, Jdennings 3.,0zt.,20,08:3,462, died in July or .uguct 1¢4:
et Cang Libanciusn ezno is buried there.
guiToL, Johnnie, :fLgt., x0,5.7,447, died in .oy 1940 &t Cula oo,
“nillippine Iclends, anhd is buried in c¢enctary ot caelavin, Snilijppzine
Iclande.
FeLt.ui, illard,®vt., £0,5£2,475, Giad in ihe month of l'oy 194:
¢t Cemp O'Donnel, Philippine Islends, zad intcrred tnere.
LaULGALE, T.ccley, PfC.,:0,5:E,4006, died in tane nonth of jay 194L
TT -uap Otbonnel, rhili.pi.e Isleands, und interred tnere,

* 1
we inz foll ving nzve ween regovried tou a€ 1o we deed, but I cannot

‘crmu.klly ccrtif tnat tuey ure, bui in ny o n :ind have no doubt
a2t \u nl.-J ers QEQ. “m .

cawers of 1toad lunk Ln. i
1: Leo .ura, Fred,’vi., «0,Ll7, _&

e woel 4oLy 2tturd, Upl., =V, bh PRI
Ve -Ti-::-,_aall ~rd ey < th.’ I..U,-J-" LUl
e .;-_L, Lereert, o t., a,,a..,xg,

Te ol i1'Gy, 5irehcell, cfe. LG,b.. , (21
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1,LL50K, Havelook D., lajor, 12znd lank EBEn.,(.erisl iiumber.Unknortn), .

was ocarried into Camp O'Donnel unconscious z1.d wes laid under a tree
during-a Jayanese snake down, and upon returning to the spot where he
vas left he was gone and never seen since. All the officers of our
-attalion believe him deac,2s his diary containing many things about
wne Japanese wes found in-a wrash pile uvehind i1he Japanese headguarters.
.2 hod the diary on his person when he went into Camp O°'Donnel, Philippix
Isl nds in .,pril 1942. )

L. FORD, Unknown, lst Lt., 194th Tank Bn. (Serial Number Unknovn)

m:s Kkilled on the 1Fth or 1lith of April by shell fire from Corregicor,
£nilippine Isleonds, wud is buried beside Bloomfield, Kenneth L., lst Lt,,
19:ind Tenk gattalion entioned zbove. )

If 1 could receive a list of the reports on menbers of the 1¢ind ienk

_a2ttalion &nd 194th lenk Sattelion, I &m sure I could sdd a lot to thr

inforication the Yar repertment alrecady has.
Respeétruliy submitted,

“1lii-n Gentry, 0-4:14976
Captain, Infontry
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Gentry szed Snake StealosBut Skzp the Rice

Har odsburo'
Ma Recounts

Jap. Camp Life

By ALLA.N M. TROUT.
Cuagrisr-Jourant Slaff Carrespendent.
Ha.rroduhura. Ky., March 17—
.. It there i3 oné thing Capl Wil-

am Gentry "doesn’t ever want.

any more ol it is rice.

He made that quite clear lanl
Ight *es he 'sat. with his. family
around A wwd fire in the spac-
“jous living " room 6t Aspel Hall in
Harredsburg;
white~pillared mansion of. his
parents, Mr.: and Mrs. Jamesa T.
Gentry, and-recounted his ex-
periences in.the Philippines dur-
ing the three years he.was a Jap
prisoner. §i g

Actuslly/; Captain Gcntry said;
he heleves. his stomach shrank
during, hisa.capuyl “Implying
that was because lack of food.
Sinceé he landed In San Francisco
March 8 eniroute. home he has
been cg
e, What--H calls: “rich food” He
Yfi'nls to eat heéarty menls, but
camplains his stomach has he-
come'-so smallyhe can eat onty
small amounts’ at a time.

Hams Get. Good ‘Teslln:.

In the pantryln! the mansion
were old iwhite-specked Ken-
tudky hpms: and? all the good
_.things. that ‘go‘ with them and
Captain Gentry tried: out some

“hem yesterday, but last night
etirned hero of Bataan and
March »of- Death' told hia

==r—~tmmily of another world:”

He told of menus of python
ateaks, roast: monkey, hooded
cobras—and rice. He told of days
bf swenting anxiety and nights
of blood-letting insects.

The place he talked about most
wag a 3,000-acre farm on Min-
danao Island where the prewar
Phillppine Government conduct-
ed agricultural experiments, The

u\'ﬁﬁgmnverted it to military camp
0.

2, and Captain Gentry and
hundreds of cther priscners were
taken there October 27, 18942,
from Camp Cabanatuan, Captain
Gentry was the American In
charge at the Mindanao camp,

FPylhon Steaks Were Good,

“Twa-thirds of the men thought
about food two-thlrds of the
time,” he sald. “No sconer than
we would finish one mesl we
would start worrying ahout where
the next one was coming from."

The Yanks got their first tasta
of primitive eating before Bataan
fell, for there they slaughtered
arid ate their phck mules and
cavalry horses, But the diet was
more varied on Mindanao, The
reglgn abounded in pythans. The
men grew adept as, natives at
catching them fs the reptiles lay
agleep afler a gorge of food, A
16-foct  python ' would proyide
enough whlte-m,eat steaks for

the® century - old.

e Fonstantly with-

C.=d, Fhais by Relsler.

HOME AGAIN, Capt. William \Gentry, for nearly three
years a prisoner of the Japanese in the Phlllppmes, is

‘welcomed by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. James T.

about.a dozen men. And, believe
it or ngt, the sieaks were good,
Captaln Gentry said.

Cobra Steaks Weére Betler.
But the’ dellcacy was cabra

- steaks. It was not \unusual for

the meh to catch 15 to 20 & day
in the rice flelds. The Japs, how-
ever, liked cobra so Well they
would ' confiscate a dey's "bag
every lime they got the oppor-
tunity.

“Every time a cobra stuck his
head up in the rice fleld,” Cap-
tain Geniry said, "eight to 10
men would pounce on it before
you knew what was happening.
We  caught them  bare-handed,
knowing we had no antidote and
that one bite meant sure death.
But you must remember the boys
were tough, A8 well ‘as hungry.
"I‘hl}ey were not afrald of any-

nd. -

Munksy Meat Rated Poor,

“I'll never forget one aflerncon-

1 saw a crowd outside of the
building In camp. A cobra was
in the middle of the crowd. A
soldier named Bill said: ‘Watch
me, boys, I'm good He passed
at the cobra with one hand, and

|grabbed it around the hood with

the other hand. The secret in
catching them bare-handed is to
move faster than the cobra can
strike, I never saw or heard of
4 man dying from cobra bite.”

Another dellcacy was steaks
from the giant lizzards that in-
fest Mindanao. The meat tastes
so much lke chicken it is hard
fo tell the difference, he sald.
Not 5o good, hnwever. was roast
monkey.

Gentry Geis Duhlnns Honor,

“The boys cought a {ough
monkey cre day,” Captaln Gen-
try recalled. “They boiled him 24
hotrs, then roasied him 12 hours.
Wlth considerable ceremony they
brought the roast to me on a plat-

ter. .
" ‘Lieutenait,’  one

e ————

of  them?

. Gentry.

sald, “we have roasted a monkey
for you. Do us the honor of tak-
ing the first helping."™

“ knew perfectly well they
wanted to lest it cut on me, be-
cause it was the first old monkey
we had tried tp cock. But I kept
a streight face. 1 tore off a leg
and bit out a chunk of meat, I
chewed it 30 minutes and final-
ly swalloweii it. When the boyx
saw it didn't hurt me they cut
the meat into bils small enough
to awallow without chewing, and
went ghead and ate it

Quati’ Caught' Bare-mmdgd.

There was.even more: variely
to the food on Mindanao. The
Japs issued unpolished rice and
dried fish that smelled up to 100
yards. Captain Centry made a
trap and caught hundreds of
green and white parrfots, These
birds, he said, tasted a lot llke
pigeons. Then there was a species
of small quall. The boys, of
course, had no guns, but they

learned to flushk a covey and -

grab them with their bare hands
aa the birds fluttered up.

Someone asked Captain Gentry
it the quail didn't turn out to be
the most delighttul itemn on their
menu,

"Oh no,” he replied. *It was all
good.”

Bones Doles Out for Meat.

The Japs often ulnughlered a
beef, cut all the meat off the
bones, then welghed the bones
to their prisdners as a full-weight
issue of meat.

But the boys had sweets. Cap-
tain Gentry devised a sugar mili,
consisting of a press and severai
old kettles. It teok about six hours
fo stir oft a supply of syrup or
sugar. ‘The Jape cdught on and
began io store the !wects 'n their

own workhouse, but Captaln
Gentry reduced his sugar detail
just enough men to produce
enough for the Amerlcans and
their Jap sentries.

“We were determined,” he
said, “to produce nothing that
could be used by the Jap army.”

Japs Kept Small Shoes.

Clothes were a particular prob-
lem. Captdin Gentry made necdles

out of tempered wire. He made
his own tools and sharpening one
end and drilling an eye in the
other end. For thread, they either
spun hative fibers or unraveled a
piece of old cloth. Clothes were
prolonged with patch on patch,
until a man's entire garment
might become a series of paiches,

The Japs, of course, kept for
themselves all the small sizes of
#hoes sent through by the Hed
Cross. But the boys soon learned
ta remodel the big sizes to their
own foatmarks on a piece of
paper. They cut the legs off
trousers to make a pair of shorts,
then used two Jegs to make an-
other pair of shorts,

Red Ant Army Won Out.

Captain Gentry made razors
out of the 1618 issue of mess kil
knives, tempered chisels out of
such Iron scraps he could find,
made pipes for every man who
brought him & suitable plece
of Philipplne mahogany, and
learned to do as many things with
bamboe as the Filipino natives.

Nights were a nightmare of
insects, Captain Gen! said. He
saw man afler man grow anemic
from lost of blood to night-
crawling vermin,

“We considered it Jucky to find
a place with the combination of
lice, bedbugs and red ants,” Cap-
tain Gentry sald. “The bedbugs
ate the lice, the red anis ate the
bedbugs, snd all we had left to
fight were the red ants. They are
so small you can hardly sce them,
but if one gets on your foot you
think a red hot coal has hit you.”

Tohacco Saved His Téeth,

When Captain Gentry was
transferred to the farm on Min-~
danac his normal weight ot 210
pounds had dropped to 138.

“[ was so thin,” he said, “I
could ‘wash my shirt without
taking It off, using my ribs lor a
washboard.”

But life on Mindanao agreed
with him, and Captain Gentry is
now up to 188 pounds. A small
gap between two front teeth fia

" the only visible mark he bears

from the ordeal. The gap was
caused when his leeth got Icose
from an attack of survy, but he
cured his ailment and tightened
his teeth by eating native tobac-

‘co for a week.

Rafloning Surprises Him,

Incidentsily, the boys on Min-
danao never suffered for want of

tobacco, THe native weed is good
cigar tobapco, and the Yanks

qufckly learned to roll cigars of
superior guality. -

"le' me Yout speciﬂcaunns
as o color and size,” Captain
Gentry said, "and I can roll you
as good clgars as you' can buy.”

Twao things impressed Captain
Gentry most upon returning to
America, He was startled to learn’
that everything is rationed, and
he was astonished to =zee so fow
civiians hla own age. In all of
Harrodsburg, he has seen only
two boys who were there when ('
he left.

Other Experiences ‘Compressed’ ||

One of the things he wanted to
do upon'returning was to drive
a good autemobile again. Con-
sequently, he borrowed a friend's
car in San Francisco.

“Belleve me,” he sald, “inside
of two minutes I was in the mld-
dle of San Franciseo traffic.”

Needless te say, when the
Gentry car-rolls now, Bllly is
under the wheel,

Captain Gentry related fo many
other Interesting experiences
there is not enough space 1o re-
count them. But perhaps some |
of them can be compressed, as ||
follows:

Natives in the Philippines wor-
ship General MacArthur as a god.
His soldiers calll him Mae fn
private conversailons. They re-
spect him as a low-casualty gen-
eral who gains objectives with
minimum losses.

Japs Are Hogs xnd Dogs. g
The Jap soldier is trained like
a dog.. He executes his training
in battle like a dog #oing through
his tricks. The Jap civilian is llke
a hog. He does not think like we
do, and he Is hard to' understand
except it you thinlk n! him as a

hog

The Jap ‘sergeant is the king-
pin ‘of the Jap Army. He has
power of Bfe and death over his
men. He can behead his men st
will, and the soldiers, like dogs,
are trnined to submit to this type
of executlon ag a part of military
routine.

The only chance a Jap soldier
has to lve in battle is {a go for-
ward. Ahead of him lies a-slim
chance, while behind him lles no
chance at all, for his sergeant
will behead him if he retreats.

Underground Provided News.
The Fllipine Underground !

slipped American prisoners all
the news they had of the sutside

world. Bhe news was fairly ac-
curate rarely more than a |
week old.

Internal news travels fast i
among tlge natives, who beat on
drums afnd rap on bamboo to
produce a welrd code not sus-
reptible of understanding by the
white man.

And finally, Captain Gentry
believes he could live anywhers
in the world if you let him start
with as much as a gallon bucket

But he never again wiil be &'
to lonk a dish of rice in th

—
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{ Capt. William Geniry and Brig. ﬁo“-... James Weaver,
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RIG. GEN. JAMES R. N. WEAVER, Fremont, oz?auga n,
along with members of Harrodsburg's famous tank company

when the Japanese took Balaan, paid an impromptu visit to the
Metcer County city Thursday night to.tell families of the surviving
members of the company what he could about ihe ‘men: .

He Tnet members of the families of the 66 ‘men - from Em.w
Mercer County community who formed Company: Uw 192d Tank
Battalion, Xentucky National Guard, which aided in the defense
of Bataan and Corregidor, in the home of Mrs. Edwin “Skip"§
Rue, wife of Captain Rue, also captured on Bataan.. 3

Capt. William Gentry, who was freed in the HusE_uE:nm ink
January and came home several months ago, was present m:na
helned Ceneral Weaver answer some of the auestinns askerd. '

2054=m>.mq.mﬁ2
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= LexmiaToN.
MERICAN Emnmu since, V-J Day have liber-

wnmm seven  .of Harrodsburg's 86 National
Guardsmen, nmv*E.mm when Bataan fell to the
Japanese. But news of the 25th death among the
66 has been recelyed,

Mrs. Insko Rue was notified by the War
Department that her son, Lt Arch Rue, died
January 31, 1945, in a Jap -prigon camp ‘as the
result of :d:_._mu suffered when American tor-
pedoes sank a ship transporting prisoners,

The liberated prisoners ‘are Pvt. Earl Fowler,
son of Mr, and Mrs. R. C. Fowler, Burgin; Pvt.
Liicien “‘Yankey, son of Mrs, Annie Roney, Perry-
ville; Marcus Lawson, Judson Simpson, Ceeil
Vandervier, W. D, Sparrow and James W. Durr.

The Stale Agricultural Adjustment Agency
offices at Lexington announced.that only about
1.5 per cent less feed will be available to Ken-
tucky dairy-and_livestock producers during the
next feeding wﬁ.ﬂw. In recent years, about B0 per
cent of all concentrates fed 1o livestock apd
poultry were furnished E\ the four feed grains,
corn, oats, barldy and grain serghums.

The- volume .ol these feeds next year (begin-
ning October Hw depends, the A.A.A. said, upon
the 1845 corn crop more than anything m_mm. and
that indications'on August 1 pointed to a crop
as much as 12 per cent below last year's.

Signal Dépot Work to Continue

L, Col, Willihm A. Kelley, commanding officer,
{old a Lexington luncheon club that the Lexing-
‘ton Signal Umu& at Avon probably will continue
operations Emmn:.:nm_w. He said exiensive.im-
provements.are under way and that the post had

+a civilian wnnm.wz_:s personnel of 2,400. At

1

7 Harrodsburg Guardsmen

rd

_F_w@a.ﬁom Since Japs Gave Up

Richmond, Lt. Col. H. 0. Nelli, commanding
officer of the Blue Grass Ordnance Depot, said
instructions had been received from Washington
to survey the installation for all repairs 5mnmmmw_.q
{o place it on a permanent standard.

On motion of the complainant, a suit seeking
io 6305 the comptroller of mE.«mnnw from inter-
fering in the discount of drafts drawn by ware-
housemen against the purchase of tobacco was
dismissed in Federal Court at Lexington. The suit
was filed by the Mercer County National Bank,
Harrodsburg, and was dismissed without

prejudice,

Director E. Reed Wilson of the Lexington dis-
trict of the Office of Price Administration an-
nounced that the number of war price and
rationing boards in 58 eastern Kentucky counties
would be reduced from 60 to 32 before Fanuary 1,
Wilson also disclosed that elimination of gasoline,
fuel oil and other ratiocning programs made pos-
sible a reduction of from 309 {c 81 the number
of clerical employees in the local boards.

There died—-W. Stanley Frost, 73, Lexing-
ifon, . . . Mrs. Nancy Ellen Turner Marsee, 81,
Lancaster. . . . Mrs, Mary Current, 83, Cyn-
thiana, ., , . Mrs. Mary ‘W, Taneyhill, 83, Lexing-
ton. . . . Mrs. Sarah L. Rector, 82, Richmond. . .,
FEdward Humphrey Doak, Lexington. . . , Mrs. E.
C. Kissinger, 95; Wades Mill, Clark County. . . .
John Simpson, 51, Richmond. ., . Marion D, John-
son, 69, Lexingion, , . . Jacob Douglas Gay, Sr,,
71, m.mwmzm County. . ., . Mrs. Irene Woodbridge
O_E.w 81, Lexington. ... William Patrick Currie,
H.n.i:m.o? . « . Mrs. Dora Brandenburg Isaacs,
46, New Zion, Jackson County. ., . Pic. Clarence
Beckham Kratzer, 24, Woodford County,

§
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~As it Looked Before Sailin_g

Pictures Taken By Capt. Davis H. Gritton,
Former Adjutant of 192d Tank Battalion

1

‘These pi were made by Capt. Davis |
H. Gritton, Salvisa, who was adjutapt of

the 102d Tank Battalion until September 5
1041, when he reachad the offe Limit for a
captain in comnbat service. Captain Gritton
was one of the crgenizers of the o'd 3Bth

became Company D, 192d Tank Battalion,
after it was inducted into federal gervice in
November, 1940. Capwin Gritton has bead
called back to the serviee, however, and will
leave about May 1 to join & transportation
unit at Washington, D. C. An interior dec-

orator in civilian life, he has been an amateur
photographer for twenty-five years.

Tank Company of the Kentucky National
Guard ot Harrodsburg in 1932, the uait that

IN COMMAND OF COMPANY D, 192d TANK BATTALION, when it sailed frem Sm.
Francisca for the Far East was Capt Edwin Rue, above. Formerly the company was
. cominanded by Capt. Bacon R Mocre, now o lieutenant colonel at Faort Knox, |

K] ik
; _ T FaisTil g
¢ WHILE MANEUVERING IN LOUISIANA, Pyt Field McLeod Reed, Jro stripped to the
waist, and some of his buddies caught a crocodile. Sergt. Wallace Denny, also of Company
D, is shown in overseas cap at jelt of crocodile’s tail .
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IN COMMAND QF COMPANY D, 192d TANK BATTALION, when it sailed from San
. Francisco for the For East was Capt Edwin Rue, above. Formerly the company was
cormmanded by Capt. Bacon R. Moore, now a lieutenant colonel at Fort Knoxz |
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NN \t WHILE MANEUVERING IN LOUISIANA, Pvt Field McLeod Reed, Jr. stripped to the
g““ ﬁ‘b. 4'\4“ » waist, and some of his buddies caught a crocc.;di'le. §erg1. Wallace Denny, also of Company
0 ¢ Qaﬁ D, is shown in overseas cap at left of crocodile’s tail,
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Lioys, members of Company D,

HERE are parts of two letters from
Stafl Sgt. Judson Simpson:

Philippine Istands,

Dcar Matlier and All: Dec. 19.‘;;411.
1 am genting along just fine. 1 hope you
received my telepram,  Don't waorry abow

is evervthing around home aml how are

L i
(%)
Lewis Cummins
the :hildren_ getting along® This will be
the first Christmas that [ have been missed
at hur_nc since [ ¢an remember.

Two manths later:

t do not know when you will get thi
5 t this.
You all know the conditions. Sa l’;ie mail
will get a itde later. | guess Dad is peuing
ready to raise annther erop. Sure would like

Judson Simann.

* 1o be there n help him, There is a lot 1

<nuld write sbout, but you know how it is
Llope 1o see you all soon.  Be sure to anawer
Love to all,
Your son, Judion
Lewis Cummins experienced a bit
more boat-riding than he cared for:
Drear Mather and All:

t have been gewing alen
leng fnc. Ir b
bern 11 dayi since we Yeft the Hawaiian I:‘

me, becowse I will make owt all right, How I

F.F.A. Boys Were on Bataan

By VERA W. GILLESPIE

Unereristy of Kennucky

® When Bataan fell to the Jape, April 9, 1942, eisht former F F.A

192nd Tank Battalion. Harrode:

lmrg. Ky., were among the heroic American troops forced to sur
r;n er. Excerpts from letters, reicived by their families, reveal
thoughts of home and little sidelights of life “over there.” '

about me. Tsure miss you. [ haven®
f‘rnm you since | left Angel Iiland ‘;:u:‘ m‘:
s been a long time, This is ooe heck of
lam‘;"‘“: T sure would like 10 hear fram you
it is impossible. Lou ol love,
Bland.
. Stafl Sgt. Wallace Denny is the only
married member of the McA fee chap-

ter. No letter available.

(“Billy") Gentry wrote a1 sca
and after he went into action:
A £
Dea Mothers banzrd the Huph Lo Scot
N Well lnt_hy 1 am twentv-three veans old
u’: 1 don’t suppese [ will ever have an.
.nl er birthday at sea.  Everv day we look at
the water and exclaim, "Why we went by
bere youodayl” . It all looks alke. 1

Iv:nuld nnt t_:kr_-an)- amaunt for my vorage
ut wouldn't give a dimc for another, Will

Wallace Denoy

write as soon 21 | know wha +
dress will be: Yu:x: 1;;'?:: -::lt.

Bil! Genury.
. The following letter was written
just one day before U.S. dispatches

c:l:'nc.d the stary of the tank auack
h - F

lands,~ due 16 2TY
puess U1 get to mail this there, . . ¢ . Sure
am tired riding this boat. We had a canvoy
wiith us since we left Hawabi. We have
blackout every might. Will write again as
soon at 1 can, so bye, bye. Love,
Lewis.
From Fort Stotsenberg, (Manila):
Dear Mother and All:
1 guess vou thought 1 hever was poing to
wiite but | just haven't had 3 chanee. We got
into the Philippines on Thanksgiving Day,
and have been so busy, | Igaven'l been

T

: oYY
Bland Moore

+Jack™ Wilson

where 1 could mail 3 lester. We have Fili:
pinn bovs tado just shout anvibung you wanl
them 1o do for a dollar a month.  Anawrs
soon, love 1o all. © Lews
And from Maurice (“Jack™}
Wilson, March 1, 1942:
I'm thinking abuut the good dinper 1 had
at hume Lait vear, When ) pet back home
1 won't'=ant tn travel araund am more 23

1 have scen all T want to see. Mimma, 1
hope you have been well this winter

Albert Bland Moore writes:

Drearest Mother, Dad and AH:

We arnved salely,  The lat lap of the
trip it Jooked like most anvihing could hap-
pen. 1 sure got sick the srcond das out. C
W, Ir., and 1 3w Alcatraz Prison We stop-
ped at Honnlulu Sundsy, and also in Wake
and Guam for supplies.

Y worry about you sll s lot on accoutit
of war being so clase. We are tiving in
wents. Papa, how are you? 1 sure woul
like to be there to help sirip whacco. ]
hope your crop is good. 1 sure hated ©
leave you and all the et of my folks. 1
fiope to hear From you all soon. Lave,

Bland.
Then from Bataan Feb. 20, 1942:
Dearest Mother, [ad and All:

Hape you are in good heatth, We arc on
s real maneuver now.  But den't worry

Desr Famady: .
Mail it going out, 1 will endeaver to
put in a few words many thoughts. 1 am

giving the Japs plenty, and have much mare -
10 pour out. Ed was killed the other day. it
was 2 sad bit of news to me. The gencral .
awarded me 2 silver fiar medal for gal-
lan®y in action. § am sure hunpry for some
gond Amenan food. Lot of love to nlg.
aill.

Oscar Dean had already seen action
when he wrote:

& The Philippincs. Feb. 5, 1941,
Dicar Motber and All:

How are you all perting along? Fine,
hope, 1 am sali all nphe, and hope 1o be
this way when [ see you again. | have sezn
3 lutle action here and there. Did you
get my telegram 1 sent you Christmas?

With love 10 all, Ohear,

Oscar was quite impressed with
“wrong-way' customs:

Friday, Nov. 21.
Dicarcyt Mother and All:

We made the trp in 23 days. and wess in
Huwah Lo four davs. Mather, everything
aver here 8 hackwards from the wav we da

Vernon Busssil

i back home. They drve on the wrong
ude of the streews, and even the stecring
wheel i1 on the right side of the car.

) will close with love to all.

Vernon Bussell's lemer was undated:
Dear Mom ard All: : L
. How it everythicg back home? I
weigh amound 165 pounds and pever fek
bener. Tell Grandpa that I'm really going
t put his back down on the grass when 1
get back. From your loving son,
Vernon,
P, S—All ndio men that do any oper-
sting must have a personal sign. Mine is
"CL* Get it? They ate the finr lewen
of yours and Daddy’s name.

S |



At Least 4 Loulsmlhans Served
In Tank Umt On Captured Bataan

One Soldier
Was Wounded

At least four Louisvillians—
probably {ifteen more—one of
them wounded and another un-
" aware of the death of his father,
! were serving with the 192d Tank
Battalion on Bataan -when the
i peninsula capitulated 1o the
Japanese two weeks ago.

The men, who volunieered or
| were inducted into Company D.
|-the Harrodsburg National Guard
{ tank unit, after the company
. went into federal service, are:

Pvt. Sidney A. Coy, 26, brother
of Miss Anna O. Coy, 1743 W.
Qak, reported wounded in action
January T

Pvt. George R. 'Dletru:h 27,
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. F, Die-
trich, 4038 St. Ives;

Pvt. John Byrne Aldred, 24.
son of Mr. and Mrs. Alired Al-
dred, 2312 W. Kentucky

Pvt. Peter Tshudi, 1308 Rufer
Avenue, whose father, Peler
Tshudi Sr., died in December
after the unit left for the Philip-
pines,

Waif May Be Long.

It may be two or three months
before iheir .families receive

Swiss Red Cross organization
which collects and transmits in-
formation about captives between
warring nations.
time, those close to the missing
saldjers can only wait, contenting
themselves with- the {rite, but
emmently true saymg that “no
news is good news."

Bataan are on the picture page.

flag- with four stars on a while
field in the window of her cot-
tage at the Oak Street address,
each star representing a brother
in the army. In addition to Sid-
ney, there are James Coy, in Ice-
Jand, and George Coy and John
Coy in training in Arkansas.

Learns of Wound.

On January 20, Miss Coy re-
ceived a telegram from the War
Department. It said:

"“Deeply regret to-inform you
that your brother, Sidney A. Coy
was siightly wounded in action
in the Philippine Islands on Jan-
uary 7. Progress reports will be
forwarded as received.”"—signed,
*“Adams, the adjutani general.”

On March 24 a letter was re-
ceived reporting that on March
17 Private Coy was making “nor-

word of their fates through the

In the mean-§

Pictures taken of the Harrods- §
burp battalion before it sailed for E

Miss Coy has a red-bordered ¥

PVT. GEORGE CHARLES DIETRICH
From Pisto] Range at Knox to Bafaan Fox-holes

PVT TSHUDI PVT.

mal improvement” and offgring
to transmit a five-word messag
of cheer to him. Miss Coy sent
the message. There has been ne
further word.

Private Dietrich, 1932 Manual
graduate and since then empiloyed
in his father’s contracting busi-
ness, was inducted in Ociober,
1941, and transferred io Fort
Stotsenburg, near.Manila.

- He was last heard {rom on April
3, when a censored letter dated
January 30 arrived after more
than two months in trapsit. Like

ALDRED
Louisville Soldiers On Caplured Bataan

PVT. COY

all ]etters from the front, it was
noncommittal:

“Just a couple of lines to Jet
you know that I'm geiting along
O.K. and that I'm as well as ever

. then his address and “Well,
that’s about all I can tell you at.
this time so I'll say ‘so long! "

“We're {inding thiz waiting
pretty hard,” said Mr., Dietrich.

Ex- Cuuner-Joumal carrier boy
and employe of Natijonal Distil-
lers, Inc., Private Aldred was

Continned on Page 12, Colomn 7
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4 Louisvillians Served

In Bataan Tank Unit -

Continued l’ro-m; First Page -

drafted on January 22, 1541, and, |

like the others, frained .at-Fort
Knox until September; when the
battalion went south {o maneu-
vers. Only word received {rom
him by his father, an employe of
the Louisville Gas & Electric
Company garage, was a brief ca-
blegram from the Philippines on
Christmas Day.

Aldred Liked Army.

“He liked the army fine,” said
Mrs. Aldred. “He went to radio

school at Fort Knox and was the
radio operator in his tank. I hope
we hear some good news soon.”

His father expressed hope that
Private Aldred may Have escaped

capture and continued the fight
as a pguerrilla in the Bataan

ungles.

Private Tshudi and his father
both worked at the Stimpson
Computing Scales Company fac-
tory at.829 Logan until his army
jnduction last year. When the
battalion left for the islands the
elder Tshudi was gravely ill and
inews that his son was in the
thick of the battle was kept from
ihim. He died late in December
but no word of his death had
‘teached the fox-holes of Bataan
.before the peninsula was taken,

The bulk of Company D was
made up of Harrodsburg men of
the old National! Guard organiza-
tion. The War Department has
requested that publication of -full
tosters of the unit be withheld
until some word as to {he prob-
able fate of the men has been
received.
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Believed Killed

By the Associated Preas.

Washington, Feb. 22.—Gen.
Douglas MacArthur reported to-
day that Igorot soldiers of his
Philippine defense {forces rode
tanks in a recent action on the
Bataan Peninsula and “com-
pletely annihilated” a Japanese
infantry regiment.

The Philippine commander ad-
vised of the action in a dispaich
which said that current fighting
on the Bataan Peninsula was con-
fined largely to Japanese air
raids, while the Manila Bay for-
tifications kept up their duel with
enemy batteries ashore. .

Act Called Breath-Taking,

The Japanese regiment reported
destroyed was identified as the

120th, a2 unit estimated- by War

- ﬁygd«"’l’/ #HeAPD

OF TJ{S
PET0er

y

Jwiie T
Z)D rb d.Sv

Depariment officials to number
possibly 1,500 men. - .

The action, MacArthur said,
avenged the wiping out of an
Igorot company of. possibly 125
men by the enemy. -

“For sheer breath-taking and
heartystopping desperation, I have
never known the equal of thogse
Igorots riding the tanks,” Mae-
Arthur said he told an assembly
of officers.

Duel Continues.

The time of the action was not
stated. Officials here believe it
took place nearly three weeks
ago as a tank battle was reported
on February 3.

The communique, No. 118, said;

“1. Philippine theater:

“Enemy action in Bataan was
largely confined to frequent air
raids over our lines.

“Intermittent artillery dueling
continued between hostile batter-
ies on the Cavite shore and the
guns of our harbor defenses.

Take Heavy Toll. °
“General MacArthur has made

| public the details of sharp fight-

ing early in February in which
Philippine soldiers of the Igorot
tribe especiaily distinguished
themselves.

“The lgorois are a non-Chris-
tian tribe living in the Bontoc
Mountain region of Northern
Luzon. They are an industrious,
peace-loving people, but they are
likewise absolutely fearless. As
enembers of the army of the Phil-
ippine Commonwealth they have
proved to be excellent fighting.
men.

“During the recent enemy of-
{ensive the 20th Japanese in-

rIgdrots Ride On Tanks to Amli_hilate-
Japanese Regiment In Bataan Batile
i 1,000 Invaders

stick, and with an automatic pis-
tol {ired continuously as the unit
closed with the enemy.

“Continuing his report General
MacArthur said:

“‘Bataan has seen many wild
mornings, but nothing to equal
this, No quartér was asked and
none was -given, Always above
the din of the battle rose the
fierce shouis of the Igorots as
they rode the tanks and fired
their pistols, 1

“No gun, no . thicket, only
death jtself could stop that mad
rush, Of all the bloody spots on
the peninsula, that proved to be
the bloodiest.

“‘When the attack was over,
the remnants of the tanks and of
the Igorots were still there but the
20th Japanese infantry regiment
was completely annihilated.!

General Tells Story.

“In recounting the story of the
Jbattle to an assembly of his offi-
cers, General MacArthur said:

“ ‘Many desperate acts of cour-
age and heroisin have fallen un-
der my observation on many
fields of battle in many parts of
the world. I7have seen, forlorn
hopes become realities. I have
seen last-ditch stands, and ip-
numerable acts of personal hero-
ism that defy description. But for
sheer breath-taking and heart-
stopping desperation, I have
never known the egual of those
Igorots riding the tanks.

“‘Gentlemen,’ continued the
general, his voice softening,
‘when you tell that story, stand in
tribute to thoze gallant Igorots,’

“2. These is nothing to report
from other areas.”

fantry regiment made an attack
oen a position held by a single
Igorot company. To a man, the
Igorots died in their fox ‘holec’
without flinching or thought of

—

retreat but exacting a tremendous -

1toll of the Japanese,

Igorois Guided Drivers,
“To restore the situation, our

{high command ordered an imme-

diate counter-attack by a tank

{unit supported by infantry. The
| infantry soldiers were Igorots,

eager 10 even the score for their
lost tribesmen.

“The bamboo jungle and the
heavy, irregular terrain of that
section of the front were almost
impenetrable, and apparently
made it impossible for the tanks
to operate. However, the limitless
resourcefulness, which is ap out-
standing characteristic of General
MacArthur's troops, immediately
came into play.

“Without a word, the Igorot
commander hoisted- his men to
the tops of the tanks in order that
they might guide the machines
through the matted morass of the

underbrush, the thickets and the
trees. The exposed Igorot soldier
on top of the tank served as the
eves of the American driver. The

t Buide signaled the driver with a
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people know now whe

the Philippines before

destination about five
The Harrodsburg

week from their son,
Philippine Islands. In

the boys in Company

date to indicate when

ose

Lieut. Arch Rue,

extra moment or two
deavor to put in a f

high spirits, in spite
and girls and folks h

his wife, Staff Sergt.
of Burgin.

-

in the fullness of his pride in that victory he wrote: 1 guess Harrodsburg
re the Pacific Fleet is.” He said he was well and ex-
pected to keep that way. He sent greetings to all his friends.

Letters From Philippines Bring Joy
A number of letters from men in Cimpany D, 192nd Tank Battalion
were received the first of this weck by anxious families, and they brought
a great deal of joy, even though written before the fall of Bataan early in
April, These men have since the fall, been reported missing and are sup-
posed to now be prisoners of war of the Japanese. Al letters had passed
through the U. 5. censorship and it is supposed they were gotten out of

the surrender. No indication on the envelopes. give

clue as to where the letters have been or by what route they reached their

rmonths after they were written.
Herald at first thought it could not find space to

print any of the letters, except that of Licut. Arch Rue, at the top of this
column, which was addressed to this paper and carried 2 group message
to the families of all the men from Mercer. But so much interest has been
evident that The Herald editor decided yesterday to sacrifice some other
line and give space to some of the letters. Any person who desires a let-
ter from the Philippines included may send a copy to this paper and it
will be published next week, if possible. DBelow are extracts from z few
letters that were brought to this office.

. s . — pa—

Mr. and Mrs. Lon Terhune, Grecn'\'i'll'e street, received a letler this

ist Sgt. Yandell Terhune, dated February 19, 1942,
the letter he says he is well but would like to come

home. He said that everything he possessed had been lost with the ex-
ception of the Bible that was given him by his mother and sister, Ruby,
before he left the United States. He says he reads it all the time and asks
his mother for her prayers. Sgt. Terhune Is one of the 66 boys from Har-
rodsburg held prisoner by the Japa.ne‘?e since the fall of Bataan.

P N .

Sergt. J. B. Scanlor, Jr., tank radio operator with Company D, dated
his letter February 24, 1942. He wrote his parents, Mr. and Mrs, J. B.
Scanlon, that he was well and had enjoyed listening to a broadcast of Pres-
jdent Roosevelt's message which he delivered February 22. He said all
the Mercer boys were well and he included greetings to his friends along
with his love to his family. They received the letter Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M;u:ti.n rece{v;:é a letter August 12 from their
gon, Pvt. Lawrence Martin, the first message they had from him since he
sailed for the Philippine Islands last fall. He said he was well and all

D were fine, and to tell all the neighbors hello. He

said he sure would like to have some of his mother's cooking. There was

the letter was written.

under date of March 6, 1042, wrote his mother, Mrs.

1. W. Rue: “Just a note to tell you we are still 0. K. Am afraid you
wouldn't know me because of the fish and rice we have been living on, but
will try not to lose any more weight. However, I am in the best of health.
Please don't worry. Everything will be all right.”

Mrs. Harlow, wife of Pvt.. L:ylc HB.'I‘]{'I;\‘. received his letter dated Feb-
ruary 26, He said he wis doing all right, and asked her to tell the fam-
ilics of the others that they were getting along fine.

—V pe

P

Lieut. William Gentry's lefter to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gen-
try, was dated Friday, 13th. No month was indicated. He said: “Have an

and they say the mail is now going out, and will en-
ew words and many thoughts. I have just returned

from the hospital with fever. Had temperature of 105, but am in splen-
did health now. I have received no mail since I arrived here. Am now
First Lieutenant and maintenance officer with our company. The gen-
eral awarded me a silver star medal for gallantry in action. T sure have
a lot to tetl when I get home. The boys are in the best of health and in

of what e have been through. Tell all the fellows
ello for me. I think of them and each of you in the

family daily. Will write a8 often as possible, but that won't be often. 1
have plenty to eat, really, but am sure hungry for home food.”
v

Among others reporting l;:tt.;zrs to th:s paper were Mrs. Field McLeod
Reid, Mrs. Edwin Rue, Mrs. Wallace Denny and in addition te the letiers to

Denny wrote to his grandmaother, Mra., W, R. Denny,

Miss Rosalyn Adkinson received two letters from Sgt. Maurice Wilson.

‘an1n pay oyt uSnoayl wILAWY
* fn papddns afoym sy}

~=many 1w
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4 Wiliam H. Gentry as oommanderi- .
1 of the unit.
4 Capt. Gentry gajid today thel -7
. Harrodsburg unit will be amang
‘ the flirst of the new National
Guard in Kentucky, under Col .

r Arthur C. Bonnycastle of Louis- .
3 ville. He said the local unit is
3 20 open for more enlistments. The
new Kentucky National Guard he-
k. “'g ing organized will be composed of .
#uard. | a1f young men, including Col. Bon-

id 101{pyeacile.

;J;:“k,; Officers and non-commissioned
{ Capt, | officers will drill one night a week
L |with the guard, and attend an of-
Antien of | LiCELS' school another-night in the
u A ';week, drawing pay for both meat-
ngs. _ .. _.: 1

—-————— 8 s




192nd TANK BATTALION
TABLE OF ORGANIZATION DECEMBER 1940
BATTALION HEADQUARTERS

Bacon R, Moore, Captain, Battalion Commander

Theodore F. Wickord, Captain, Battalion Executive
Officer

Davis H. Gritton, 1lst Lt., Adjutant

Ruben H. échwass, 1st Lt., Intelligence Officer

Fred T. Bruni, 1lst Lt., Battalion Maintenace Officer
Arthur V. Burholt, 2nd Lt., Plans and Training Officer
Leslie J. Bartlett, 2nd Lt., Personnel Adjutant
Truman Mayes, lst Lt. Supply Officer

Clauvde S. Gritton, Battalion Sergeant Major

Robert G. Havens, Sergeant

Edwin T. Elliott, Battalion Supply Sergeant

Robert R. Hubbard, Corporal Clerk
Richard Armato, Corporal Clerk
Russell B. Simon, Corporal Clerk
Harry R. Lafop, Corporal Clerk

Ralph A. Ellis, Private--Chauffeur

Joseph H. 0'Connell, Private Clerk
LeRoy A. Scoville, Private Clerk



S

P

In early 1941 Truman Mayes was separated from the service for
medical reasons.

Ruben H. Schwass was moved to Battalionm Supply Officer.
Claude S. Gritton was commissioned a second lieutenant and
Robert G. Havens moved up to Battalion Sergeant Major and
held that position until captured.

Edwin T. Elliott was Battalion Supply Sergeant until we were
about to ship overseas. He was notified at the last moment
at Camp Polk that he had been selected for Officers candicate
school. His personal belongs were already loaded on the train
and were pulled out and returned to him from San Francisco.
Harry R. Lafop was commissioned a second lieutenant and
assigned to Company D.

Fred T. Bruni moved to Headquarters Company when the company
was formed in early 1941. At Camp Polk he was appointed
Commander of Headquarters Company when Havelock D. Nelson
moved to Battalion Executive Officer.



192nd TANK BATTALION

TABLE OF ORGANIZATION DECEMBER 1940

Albertt J. Bartz
Firs! Sargeamnl

COMPANY 4

Caplain

Waller H. Wrlle, Commanding

Secend Lisulenomis

jehn F. A. Bushaw TR A

Dale'E Lowten

Kenneth B. Bloomlield
Qsbome McDonold

Delmon R. H. Bushaw
Alymer W, Forrasl
Phiitp C, Gorst
Forres! K. Knox

Leo H. Dersey
Gegrae R, Frueher

Hoberi M. Allen
Wayne T. Buggs
John F. Camptbell
Danla T. Coutiney
Roger C. Dury
Wasley B. Fencher
Robart M. Harrle
Kunneth R. Hallevig
Denald E Knipshield

Foy Baldon

Ray Baldon

Archie R, Barriage
Rcbert W. Banz
Donald R. Barger
Robart E. Bozhm
Jack V. Bruce
lester R. Bugge
Melvin £, Buggs

Eor! O. Burchard
foha F. Butke
Willard H. Campball
Alva 1. Chapinan
Charles V. Ciompicn
Harkent A. Dutner
Wcsley R. Elmaor
Harold G. Fanning
John T, Fox

Supply Sergeant
Phillp R. Parlsh

Slaif Sergeonts

Mess Sergeant

Fobert C. Kubly ' .

Howard H. Mikkélson

Jehn C. Spencer s

Sergeants
Henry M. Luther .
John P. Luther .~
Victor ]. Matison

-

-

Cerporals
George E. Tlegs

Piivates First Clasa
Henry M. ¥nox
Leete H. Krause
Guorge M. McCarthy, Tz,
Rebert E. Neeson
Juseph F. O'Brien
Harold P. Petrl
Lewis R. Phillipa
Boyd A. Riese
Gilbest A. Ryman

Privales
Alton K. Goll
Laurence H. Grim .
Donold M. Heddlaston
Raymond M. Hill
Fen! W. Hughas, Jr.
Lvle G. Jocoba
Harold P. Keegan
Reonald J. King
Paul W. Kliizkle
Frod Krug
Allred R. Langley
Loyd J. Lobdell
Hareld F. Madison
Ralph A. Meadison
Jemes L. Monogue
Joseph M. McCiag
Cioude N. Moreland
Carl N. Nickola

Willlam M, McAullife
Marvel V. Pelerson
forrest F. Teal

Joroe E. Tubks

¥

E ward H. Trebs -
Ivan O. Wilmer

Thomas H. Samek
Paul J. Schmidi
Donald K. Samrow
Bernard K. Shea
Arnold M. Steen
Lowls M, Wallisch
Ernest G, Walsh
Siantey }. Walsh
Dewayne E, Wassan

Wiillorn F. Nolan
Emerson S. Rex
Lester E. Richordg
Loyd 1. Richler

Orvis E Rinehan
leseph ). Rudnlizkl
Owen L. Sandmire
Emil O. Schmidi
Xennath E. Schoeberle
Donald F. Schulz
Jomes H. Schuliz
Kennelh C. Squlre
Gerald . Sierken
Robort ], Stawan
Jirrry E. Trickel
Fdmund F, Van Galder
Gien K. Whie

Jotin W Wood



Albert J. Bartz stayed with Company A. He was wounded in
December, 1941 and taken out of the Philippines on the
hospital ship.

John F. A. Bushaw transferred to Headquarters Company at

Camp Polk as Battalion Maintenance officer when Fred T. Bruni
moved to Company Commander of Headquarters Company.

Osbornme McDonald was assigned to Headquarters Company when

it was formed as a master sergeant in maintenance.

Wayne T. Buggs was assigned to Headquarters Company and was
a chauffeur.

Henry M. Knox was commissioned a Second Lieutenant and assigned
to Company A.



192nd TANK BATTALION
TABLE OF ORGANIZATION DECEMBER 1940
COMPANY B

Flirst Lleulenant »
Danold Hanes, Acling Commandur .

Sscond Llsutenania

"Willlam H. Slicer, Supply Ollicar, Mees Ollicer
Emmen F, GiLson, Mualntencnce Ollicer, Adminisiiolive Ollicer

Flrst Bergeani
Richard E, Danca

Mees Bsrgeant Supply Beigean!

Stanley Loskowski Malon A, Lundy

Siai! Bargsants
Roben E. Potersun
Edward G. Winger .

IlamylG. Crowe
Moithew 5. MacDoweull

Donald R. Bertrond
Fawerd P, Bryant
Al T. Edwaida
Horman W. Guodman

Jomes A. Bird
John Q. Hopple

John E Ball

Cllitord Bockur

Teny Drowls

Robert E. ionge
- Jeseph Broodaczewskl
." lLoprads D. Biown

" WIIlImP E. Durns

5 P

Danlal }. Bunl

Sam Carvona
Hetbarl J. Kircholl
Bamard McLinion
James M. Willloins
Jamaa A. Balnhildge
John Bartalett)
James P, Bushlebun
Zonon Boidowakl
Emury B. Bootdman
Lewls H. Brltan
James A. Cahill

Juhn P, Calift]

Mqrun W, Camllusmaon
Allart H. Corntls
Poul B Dutnull P
. Theodore D. Daruall
Henry |. Declen
Donold A. Deftmor
Guoorge E. Thave

. Jommes E. Eiwards
Clyde D, Dithaidh
Jumus B. FlizGuruld

Sergeanis
Ruger ]. Hellig
Wairen Hildebrandi
Atthue A. Holland
Ben R. Morin

Corporals
MHawry K. Johnson

Privales Firal Class

Frank A. Byora
Walies F. Cigal
Richard A. CollLerg
Juck ]. Griswold
Woalhor P, Hullithan
Willard D. Jannings

Privales

Ear]l W. Fielck
Nicholas F, Fryziuk
Sievs Gados
lenty A. Rusch
Erwin A. Glasnapp
Alex Gorr

Hurry Groas
Willlam A. Housar
Androw Hepburn
Fred A. Iunnlnch'
Frank Jendrysik
Lowrence ], Jordan
William ]. Xerina
Homy A, King
Williem A. Kindall
Edward L Kolb
Josuph 5. Kwiotkowntl
Cugene ]. Lemkow
Naihan Lerner

Jack Levontha)
Fred W, Lavering
Carl A. Mogglo

Thownas 5. Savage
Guurge W, Smith
Wiltiam L. Swilt
Carl . Thetiesd

liugh J. Mackle
Walter ]. Malr

Hooy Juivle

Sieve Kudg)

Harold D. Lane
Bavid Muikel
Jocgues V. hManitield
Netman Bpuncer’
leck D Swinulhamar

lamas ). Mallof
Huymond P. Muson
John L. Mossiming
Jamon R. Mortin
Alberl C, McAnhur
Aluxonder Mousllur
Otrle T, Mullhiolland
Hool B, Polmar
Chorlos A. Polurson
Edward F. Plodrnian
Stdney Roswnbial
Lawiunco M, Suars

Fivdorlck G, Schwusinslorg

Guuiqu F. Suruyas
Lownard A, Sumiih

lohn T. Suumpalis
Michaw] Swonz

Lusier 1, Tununtwig

Koy |. Vanduilroucke
Hussell H. Verieno
Willutd W. Yon Burgun
Lustor O, VWaiscn

Mika 5, Woapatec




William H. Slicer was injured in December, 1941 and returned
to the states on the hospital ship.

Emmett F. Gibson was injured in December, 1941 and returned to
the states on a2 hospital ship.

Richard E. Danca received a commission as a second lieutenant
and assigned to Company B.

Matthew S. McDowell received a commission and was assigned to
Company B. '

Edward G. Winger received a commission and was assigned to
Headquarters Company as Battalion Reconnissance Officer.
Donald R. Bertrand was assigned to Headquarters Company as a
Technical Sergeant in the Reconnissance Platoon. He received a
battle field commission.

Arthur A. Holland received a commission as a second lieutenant
and was assigned to Company B.

Ben Morin received a commission and was assigned to Company B.
John O. Hopple was assigned to Headquarters Company as a
Technical Sergeant in the Battalion maintenance.

Jack J. Griswold was assigned to Headquarters Company and was
a sergeant in Battalion communications,

Jacques V. Merrifield was assigned to headquarters company as
a Technical Sergeant in Battalion Communications. He later
received a battle field commission and along with Donald R.
Bertrand assigned to Company C just a few days before the
surrender.



192nd TANK BATTALION
TABLE OF ORGANIZATION DECEMBER 1940
COMPANY C

‘ First Llsutenanl
Roboeri S. Sarensen, Acting Commander

Second Lisulsnont
liarold W. Collins, Molnjenance Ollicst, Supply Olilcar, Mass Ollicur

First Sergeaanl
Andrew Migals

Mess Bargeani Supply Bergeant
Dmer N. Smith Dien C, Elweli
Sial! Bergsants
Tohn R. Andiews Carl H Muighon
jusoph W, Beard Hengy M. Wistila
’ 3 Sergeanis
Gooige S. Can Vgl M. Gorden Geaige H. Smiih
Sieve M. Eliyas Josuph |. Hrupcho Josaph }. Wietzchon
John Miklo
. Corparals
Charlas R. Boeshan Edasl E Xirk john L, Short
Vigh C. Jones John |. Marine Kennath E. Thompson
Privates Flrst Clase
lHarold R. Bagga Charlas, P. Chailin Juinos W, O’'Brlen
Fdward E. Grogg John Kovach, ir, juhn F, Ruead
Alion M. Dodway Josoph Zum
Privcies
Wodue W, Chio John G. Kolosar Jelin D. Minlor
Chuater §, DaCanl Silae B. LoGrow Javob A Schimldy

Rollie C. Ytarger Huward M. Wodiich



Robert S. Sorensen was promoted to Captain and remained with
C Company until it went into combat. He was relieved of

comnand in the first hour or so of combat and Harold Collins
was placed in command.

Harold Collins was promoted to a first lieutenant in early
1941. He took command of the company at the vicinity of
Demortis P.I. the first few hours of combat. He was promoted
to the grade of captain in December 1941,



192nd TANK BATTALION

TABLE OR ORGANIZATION DECEMBER 1940

-2 L]

L i ..:
1 l‘
ey ]
gt
v L
. - Meas Bergeant

+ ; *Joe Annees
. Willam Geniry

John Curd
Bon Devine
Morgan Franch

) o J
William C. Allord

William E. Bluckslur

1

Lizie E. Anness
Veinon H. Bussell
Geootge E. Chumly
Morrla 8. Calller
Ancel € Cilck
Oscar Dean
Chillord B. Flynn

Eai! Fowlor
Roy L. Goodpaosler

Wilkam C. Black
Grovur C. Brummoll
Rotiert V, Cloyd
John L. Cummilna
Jame-s W, Duir
Willaid E Foaler
Swaloy H, Kyler

Fred Leonord

COMPANY D

Becond Lisulenants

Fira! Burgeant [Acling]

Arch B. Rue

Jehnnie Boliomsy

Biail Bergeantis

e Edwin W. Rue, Acilng Commaonder
..George A. Yan Arseall, Supply Qlficar, Mess Ollicer, Malntanance Olflcsr
4.

Supply Sergeant
Horoce T, Cull

Walloco Denny
Maurico E. Wilson

. Sergsants
Huracs Hourlgan
Kenneth M, Hourlgan
Cacll Milla

- Evereyl R. Presion

Corporals
Edward T. Fiench

Privales Flzsi Class

Lonnle Gray

Lylo C. Hailaw

Weslie D. Hungate
Rirchell Keollng

Hugh ]. Leonard

Jue B. Milllon

Chailos E Reed

Flsld M. Reed, Jr.

Guriatl G. Royalty
Huorvy H. Russell

Privales
Lewiance 1. Moriin
Albort B. Moors
Willlum Peavler
Charles R. Quinn
Leo Hussall
Cumyphell X. Sodlot
lumaa W, Sallee

Yendoll Turhune
Cdward A. Thompson
Thotnas W. Freemon

fMarcus A. Lawson
Juhin E. Sudlor

HInze F. Sallao
lunnlnq; B. Sconlon
Aeld Shewmaker
Judson D. Sbinpsan
Wildm D. Spoiow
Hetben Sicel

Ralph Sune

Edward V. Trlsler
Claude L. Yeos!

Enrnest L. Sompaon
Cucll ]. Shna

Marvin D. Toylor
Cacll R, VanDives
Grover D. Whittinghtil
Fdward G, Wills
Lucien T, Yankay
Willard R, Yeast
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Edwin W. Rue was made company commander and promoted to the
grade of captain.

George A. VanArseall was promoted to lst lieutenant. He was
hospitalized upon arrival in the Philippines with tuberculosis.
Arch B. Rue was commissioned a second lieutenant and assigned
to D Company.

Horace T. Cull was commissioned a second lieutenant and assigned
to Headquarters Cdémpany as mess officer.

William Gentry was commissioned a second lieutenant and assigned
to Headquarters Company as Battalion Communication officer.
Upon arrival in the Philippines was assigned to serve jointly
as communications officer for the Provisional Tank Group
reporting also to General Weaver. He was also reporting to
General King; Post commander at Fort Stossenburg; as commandant
of a communications school to train Philippines in communica-
tioné. This school only got a start before the war cut it

out. He joined C Company when Robert S. Sorensen was relieved
of command. Served as lst lieutenant under Harold W. Collins
until about four or five days before surrender. He was
assigned again to Headquarters Company as Battalion Maintenance
Officer.

Wallace Denny was given a battle field commission and was given
command of a company of Filipinos. The word we received of

his action as commander of a Filipino company was outstanding
and heroic. Everett R. Preston received a commission and was
assigned to D Company. Later he was assigned to C Company

and stayed with C Company until wounded in combat.

Yandell Terhune was promoted to lst sergeant of D Company.
Field M. Reed, Jr. was assigned to Headquarters Company.

Albert B. Moore was assigned to Headquarters Company and

became the mess sergeant.



