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tank park, this ‘'machine gun set up wi== sand bags arcund the tank park
itself, because we still had a lot oZ zzucks and equipment in there and
we had guards posted.
And this particular boy was actually =iz in the tank sark. (That was
Brooks, right?) Yes, right. So he w=s our first casualty, in the

battalion. Then the next action tha:z we had until we went north to meet
the Japanese at Lingayen, was merely =zzanding repeaced bombing at Clark
Field. We thougEt that after the fir=:z bombing that if the planes did
come back they certainly would bring I= paratroopers because there '
wasn't anything left. Then, we, of c=u=rse, moved north when the Japanese
started the invasion, with the three Zarter companies remaining in the
battalion taking up position at Lingz=—=n. Of course, as soon as we
arrived in the Philippines, Company '"_'" was transferred to the 194th Tank
Battalion. Skip Rue, who was then cc—rmanding Company "D,' was trans-
ferred to General Weaver's headquartz=:= and a captain from Texas, by

~ the name of Altman, became company cc==ander of "D" company. And the
officers that were with '"D" Company ==Zior to being transfrred to 194th
were transferred within 194th to oth== companies of the 194th. And "D"
Company had a full new complement of =ZZicers at thar time.

[

Of course, the 194th went south to tzze up the position in the south

and the invasion from the south of L==zn. And the 192nd went north to
take care of the invasion up there. Jf course, our :raining had all
been offensive training. I can't reme—ber any particular phase of cur
training at Fort Knox that we ever h=Z defensive action; it was always
offensive. The tanks were always cc—sidered offensive weapons. And we
immediately found ourselves in the p=sition of having to reverse and
fight rear-guard action all the way =ack in the Bataan peninsula.

The three-companies of 192nd, of cou==sas, fanned out: "A" Company taking
the western sector; "B'" Company taki—z the central sector; and '"C"
Company taking the eastern sector, c= the withdrawal. In the fight at
Roserio was the particular time I was sent from Heacquarters Company

by Col. Wickord to join "C" Company =—c help Collins out. Sorensen, the
Company commander, had returned to t== rear and Collins was in command
with two officers with very little ex—erience.

We were in support of the 26th Caval== Zfrom Roserio back to a place
called Umigan. We fought rear-guarc zcrtion for them. We had numerous
clashes with the Japanese. The 26tz Zavalry were excellent soldiers,
being Philippino scouts, being well--=zined, quite gzood fighters.
Quite often we had a few mix-ups in =—=7ving to underscand the Philip-
pinos. The main effort that we coulZ put forth for them was in the
elimination of machine gun nests or ==cillery emplacements. As they
pointed them out, we would go in anc =ziiminate them, and hold as tney
were crossing river or bridges, and ==en blow the bridges behind us.
The area of San Quentin, we spread c=T on a wide front, sometimes as
much as twenty-five miles with a siz=e company, with no support to
speak of, because they had all pullzz Zack to athirdposition. And

we were trying to hold until our thi=:= position could be established.
Thern we pulled back to San Jose; hac Zimited action down to Bongabong
snd Cabu. Encountered the Japanese =T 3Bongabong anc¢ then, at Cabu,

we bi_i tie bridge and waited for t== Japanese to move in.

At this particular time, they felt ==zt they needec to gain information
as to how the Japanese made their azzzcks. We camculflaged on platoon

of "C" Company, 192nd, just south c¢= zhe river atCzbu and waited for
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“or the Japanese to cross. Our trc=:s were then tex or twelve miles
Zurther south and the only thing we =zd in the vicinity was tanks. The
Zzct that we had them very well cam==IZlaged under -ouses and covered
up with brush and in clumps of trees. zhe only thing we had to do was
zalk, shout, to make the Japanese =——i=x they had trcops in front on

them. And they made their attack w=—zn they crossec the river. They

made their river crossing and we cc—_<¢ hear them. We could hear tanks
cperating on the opposite side of —=2 river. The izfantry came first,

and we sat through about three houzz of infantry streaming by before

they ever discovered that we were Z= <here. In fact, I sat on the

front of the tank and described theZ= complete acticn by radio back to
headquarters, where they were, at =—=is particular time, getting a complete
account of it.

They discovered us by a Japanese t=—ing to walk through the brush pile
I had standing around my tank. At —=is point, we were discovered and

che only thing left was to sound t== siren and attack. We had a
skirmish in the field, a field jusz south of the river at for quite
some time, and we withdrew back to —=etown of Cabanatuan. And the only
road back was through Cabanatuan, z—c when we arrived at Cabantuan,

we found all types of Japanese equir-—ent at Cabanaczan. We still had
ammunition left but had to withdraw south to join wp with the rest of
the forces. But, in coming into CsSanatuan. we found artillery, plenty
of other equipment, and we stayed = chetown for two hours doing every-
thing we could to chop up the Janac=se unit and to halt them before
chey proceeded south. We pulled bz=k then to thetcwn of Gapan, picked
up more ammunition, gasoline, pull=Z dack into the vicinity of Baliuag.
At Baliuag, we found ourselves con==cnted by a bricdge that had not
been blown by the engineers, a nar—-w-gauge railroad bridge. And

we waited at Baliuag for the Japanzze to advance south. At this
particular point, we were given th= orders to hold at all costs, as

the troops from the south had to cZ=zar the Calumpi:z Bridge before we
could withdraw, because it was the =-zly route to Bataan. ;

we reached Baliuag the day before =—c had time to zake a complete
reconnaisance before the Japanese moved in on us. The morning of
December 31, we made a reconnaisam =z run northwarc, north on a route
on which we had retreated on, and =—countered several Japanese patrols,
50 we knew that they were well on =s. We knew thaz the bridge would be
zhe only possible place that they =uid be able tc cross, so we set

up our defenses in view of the raiZ=-cad bridge which was in a large

rice paddy at the edge of the town =Z Baliuag. Early on the morning
of the 31st, the Japanese started —oving infantry zcross this railroad
Sridge. Shortly after, the Japanez= engineers cace in and put down

planking down on the bridge to car—= the tanks anc started carrying
-anks across the bridge some time ==Zore noon on tze morning of the
31st.

3y late afternoon, they had assemtZ=¢ a good number of tanks and
artillery pieces in the field at === end of the bridge. They had the
look-outs in the church steeple iz zt=e town. We hzd one platoon under
-he command of Marshall Kennedy tc zhe southwest ¢ the bridge; I had
ay platoon to the west --Kennedy w=s southeast of the bridge. I had
2y platoon west of the bridgc. Ccllins was south zn the road leading
out of Baliuag with one tank. Earz_—~ that morning, we had sent

_t. Preston south after we had obsz=xrad the Japanese trying to move
across the bridge; we had him go szu=ch to find a tridge that he could
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cross, to find some way that he cz=l3i get back up on the opposite side
of the river to surprise the Japazzsz2. He left early that morning and
Secame lost some way that day and —=ver made it back. In fact, we had
to look him up the following day -: “ind out where he was. But he was
still trying to find a crossing iz ==e river when we found him,

Late in the afternoon, Major Morlz— came riding into Baliuag in a jeep.
At this point, during the day, we ==z=< maintained radio silence so that
we would not give our position awz—=. We had all remained within the

zouses, under which we had our ta-=-= parked. We had zeroed all our guns
in on the collection of Jap tanks =—d artillery in the field some fifteen
hundred yards in front of us. Whe— Morley came in, the look-out in the
church steeple was quite excited =z= -o why he was there. And that the
only thing for him to do was to ge= Zn his jeep and drive out of town
just as though nothing had happene=. And we woulc hold until we thought
he was clear of the town and then wz would attack Secause the Japanese

i1 the steeple were bound to inveszizate what was soing on in this house.
We waited until we felt that he hz= sufficient time to clear. Then we
opened fire on them from the houses.

Our first round of fire was concerm——zted on the ccllection of Japanese
tanks at the end of the bridge ouc 3a the open field. We immediately
pulled out from our position under -=e house and signaled Kennedy that
we were going to drive the Japanesz ranks in his direction. He held
this position until tanks came wiz=<a view of his platoon and, at this
particular point, he entered the ZZ:zht too. Our “irst burst of fire,
the Japanese immediately scatterec sut over the field and headed for
the town. Also, some of them wen= Za the direction of Kennedy's pla-
toon which was southeast of the tcwa. We were chasing the tanks up
and down the streets of the town, —der buildings, through buildings.
We were able to definitely establiz> that we had eight tanks out of
action when we were ordered to wiz=zZraw. We had cdealt considerable
cdamage to the infantry unit, in fz=- put them in route over the bridge
whence they came, left the town bi==:ing. The burning houses, of
course, helped us in chasing the J=> tanks in the dark.

The battalion headquarters, of cor—se, was tuned iz on our radio
Zrequency and was apparently havi=zz = picnic listening to the fight.
Cccasionally, they would come in =—= give us words of encouragement,
iike cheering on a football team. The only casual:zy from the encounter
was a sprained ankle when one of —== boys attempted to get off the

tank in a hurry to tell his part == <zhe story after the fight was

over and we had withdrawn to a saz zrea. We were completely out of
amunition; we had completely out-—=zmeuvered, out-Iought the Japanese
tanks. The tanks we had were, of zsurse, very fast, very maneuverable,
and the 37 MM guns really packed = whollop. We only had armor-piercing
ammunition with us, the only ammu=-=-:on available Zor the old type

37 MM guns. And later on, we had -—=e ordnance to -ake a projectile
Irom the old 37 MM ammunition, red._:-= the amount o2 power in the

shell, and reinsert the high-explc=:ve projectile in the new type

case and recrimp it. And we used z=sse in the latzer operations in

2ataan.

ae pulled out of Baliuag on order -< General Weaver, told to pull
Sack to the Calumpit bridge and hclZ until all the troops had cleared
rom the south. When we reached Tzltmpit Bridge, we found that the
Sridge had been dynamited by the T=ctTeating forces, but we were still
able to go across the bridge. Jus= =orth of the Calumpit 3ridge,
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the area is all open rice paddies. The rice had teen harvested in the
area and was in large stacks aroun= =zt different places. Since we felt
the attack would probably come at —Z:z=t, we moved into position; we

zeroed our guns in on these rice szzz2ks so that the first round of
ammunition from the 37 MM gun woulZ e tracer ammmition that would go
through a rice stack. This would =Zve us a light to light up the area
so that we could see the Japanese.

We spaced our tanks about a hundreZ 7ards apart or more and, since we
were the only troops in the area, == kept up a constant chatter of
shouting between tanks in order toc —ake the Japanese know that there
were troops up in front and to holZ wup their advance. They moved
equipment across the bridge and trz-ps from dusk until about midnight.
At this particular point, they hac =dvanced up within just a few yards
of us. In fact, there were some h=-uses directly in front of us, the
Japanese had collected in back of —=ese houses until we felt there
just wasn't room for any more. We z2uld see them setting up their
mortar fire which they dropped vig== over in amongst our tanks and we
had four men that picked up a few -ices of shrapnel in this first volley
from the mortar. At this particulz— point, we opened fire by setting
the rice stacks afire and gave the= small-arm machine gunning.

Then later on, as we leveled off t== troops out in front of us, we
started using the 37's on equipmen= we could see further out. And

" in fact, we were down to the point where we were shooting a single
Japanese with a single round of 37 ™ ammunition. At about two
o'clock in the morning, we were cceoletely out of ammunition, even
though we had started with more th=m our normal load of ammunition.
And we pulled back, under orders, =—o San Fernando, where we refueled
and filled up with ammunition. At z=his point, we were told to proceed
to Porac, as there were troops cle=—ing through San Fernando and the
Japanese were pushing in the Porac =zrea and were about to cut us off
at San Fernmando. We went over in =—=e vicinity of Porac and there the
Philippine army was having considexzble trouble with the artillery fire.
We were soon able to find out the ==%act position of an artillery
battalion from a Philippino lieute—=znt who was returning with a scrag-
gling platoon. After gettingthis Zscation, we immediately pulled out
to see what we could do with it.

When we arrived at the gun positic=s, we were able to get three of the
guns, but the Japanese immediatelw —ulled out and dispersed. We chased
them over the area, putting out oZ zction trucks and taking care of as

much infantry in the area that we =z-zuld. After this encounter, we
were ordered to withdraw to the He——osa Bridge. We held up at the
Hermosa Bridge until the last troccs cleared through, and Major Morley,
at this point, told us it was time Zor us to back up over the bridge
and blew the bridge. This halted —=e Japanese advance until a few

days later when they attacked the ZZ=st line.

The first line of defense includeZ =he area on each side of the moun-

tain range, but it did not include =z line of defense cver the mountains.
And the Japanese, as they are unp-=Zictable, they made their penetra-
rion by coming over the mountains ==d had made a penetration Zar

enough that we were not able to res=zore the line due to the terrain.
We had to withdraw from this line == our second position. The second
position held for several days beZ-r2 we were forced, by their
penetration, to withdraw and form = zhird and final line. The third



13

line was well defended from one sicd= »f Bataan to the other. By this

time, the troops were well coordinzz=zZ and this line held for quite

some time and possibly, would have ==1d a great deal longer due to

the fact of the shortage of rations  We ate the horses of the 26th
Cavalry and then the mules of the == Cavalry and we thrased the rice
stacks that were in the area to get zzz rice. We were down to the point
where we were only getting about eiz=< hundred calories a day and,

normally, one meal at the time of s—=ender.

The real pentration came in the are= where we had the biggest losses
from malaria. In fact, many thousz—zs of Philippinos were taken with
malaria and weren't able to hold thzZ~ rifles up. Quinine gave out
soon after we arrived in Bataan. T== gasoline had dwindled to a place
where all the gasoline was reserved =Zsr the tanks. We were actually,
in the sector that I was in, carryZ=z 105 ammunition. And with the
addition of food, quinine and gasoli=s, we probably would have been
able to hold out a great deal longe-.

The 1lth Division of the Philippine Zwmy was in the sector of the

Tuol River. The Japanese made a pe—=c-ration up the Tuol River.
Company "C'" 192nd was sent in suppc——= of the llth Division of the
Philippine Army. We helped seal th= cocket off and we had trapped,

in this pocket, about ten or elever =—=ousand Japanese. It took us
approximately a week or a week and = half to clean out the Japanese

in this particular pocket. At the =Z=e we were cleaning out the Tuol
pocket, the Japanese had landed a d=<ision of crack Jap marines on the
Agaloma River or in the vicinity of Z=. They had pushed inward and
cut off our supplies foward or make =my movement of troops in that
particular area for this was our onz =2nd only road. The area was forti-
fied with an Air Force unit which w==2 converted into infantry since
we no longer had planes to fly. Th=r were very much inexperienced.

Lt. John Hay of Company "C'" 192nd T=—x Battalion was sent in support of
this converted Air Force unit. ImmeZZiately after arriving, John was
confronted by the unit commander as =» what they could do, as they were
not infantry people, how would they =andle the situation. Lt. Hay gave
them information as to how they sho=>3 handle the situation and developed
a new technique, at this particular =oint, of putting six men behind

each tank with a muset bag filled w=zx hand-grenades. As he would move
through the jungle with the tanks, == would force the Japanese into

their foxholes and, as they passed -~ar the foxholes, the men walking
behind would leave each one a prese=z of a hand-grerade. And they

forced the Japanese right back to t-= sea with this particular maneuver.
Hay could take care of the machine ==s. He could take care of the
anit-tank guns. He could take care =< the artillery they had, but he
couldn't get the Japanese out of thz Zoxholes. So he came up with

this method of using the muset bag =—= hand-grenade method of eliminating
the Japanese from the foxholes. The campaign was very successful, and

it took him about a week to eliminz== rthis Japanese penetration on the
west coast of Bataan. He was decorz==4d twice with -he Silver Star for
his gallantry and being able to eli=—=ate the units.

The other units of the company were -ziled in-o the Agaloma River area.
After, at the end o»f this mop-up op=Tztion, at this point we had our
first tank loss in Company "C.'" The -a2panese had mined the trails in the
area and we lost on tank to a tank —=—e. Before we could get the tank
out, push the Japanese back, and gez =he tank and drag it out of the
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iungle, the Japanese had killed t== —en in the tanx and had filled the
tank full of dirt, which made it === difficult tc drag it out of there.
In fact, after the first few hourz =< combat, we kxzmew that the men in
the tank were no longer alive ancd Z: took us abou:z cthree days afterward
to actually get the tank out of t==—r=2. We moved Sack at the break-
through and to the llth Division zZ zhe Philippine Army. And the
break-through, "C" Company 194th «wzs cut off. '"C" Company 194th and
led them back across into the wes===n sector. At this point, we were

given orders to destroy our equip===c and surrender to the Japanese.

This we did and surrendered on Ag==l 1llth to the zpanese on the west
side of Bataan. They immediately =51d us to go to the Marvales where
we did, and we were pushed out on ==e beach and keot there for two or
three days and started the Death “=rch to Camp O'Donnell. The men

were grouped in groups of a hundr=Z. a hundred fifzy men, and with the
complement of Japanese guards, stz=—==d the march. The group I was with
required eleven days to get to Caz— O'Donnell, which could actually be
accomplished on foot in a much shz=car time, excep:z the Japanese gave
us the treatment of taking us out = the fields and having us sit in
the sun, without our hats, crowdeZ. Most of the —ovement was at night
and the sitting in the fields in —=2 day time was zhe treatment they
preferred to give us.

In the eleven days, I only had sew=n canteens of warer. And I think

this would be pretty much average Z=r the group I was with. We were
given on ball of rice about the sZiza of a baseball and this consisted

of the food for eleven days. I hzZ a very severe case of malaria

while I was on the Death March, a== three or four days of it I don't

even remember. The fellows in th= wmit took turms carrying me along

the road. In fact, one lieutenanz In the 192nd Tank Battalion carried

me for the better portion of the wzv. And I was able to reward him

by carrying him the last few milez ZInto the prison camp at Camp O'Donnell.

At Camp O'Donnel our major problex was water. We'?d have to stand in the
water line all day, sometimes two Zays, in order =5 get a canteen of
water. The sanitation facilities were nil and immediately, disesase
started in. Our death rate startz=Z soaring almos: immediately upon
arrival at the prison camp. They —owved us to Camp Cabanatuan shortly
thereafter. Here again, our sanizzzion facilities were such that
dysentery and malaria and broken —z=rt took over. OQur death rate at
one time reached the rate of five =imdred men a day. You would carry
out the dead in the morning and t==z afternoon, and the next morning,
the fellows that had carried the === the previous =orning would be
carried out to be buried. Of cou—z=, that death rzze couldn't last
very long. It would soon take us =21.

The Japanese moved us out in small -mits of work Zstails and this

helped the situation a great deal. Although a grezt number of men did
not stay at Camp Cabanatuan, many =< us were able -o get out to smaller
groups. I was taken in a group cow= cthe the isla=Z of Mindanao, in a
group of six hundred, where we we—= placed on an experimental farm of
the Philippine Department of Agri==I:-ure. At this point, we joined with
the ones that were capturecd in th= southern forces of the Philippines.
This brought our strength up to 2227 ia the prison camp on Mindanao.

The stay at Mindanao lasted 18 monc==s. The main obiect the Japanese had
there was to produce food for the zpanese army, -z prcduce lumber,to
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roduce Manila hemp, and coffee. ~72 nad a large coffee plantation. We
had plenty of timber. In fact, th= zcreage was 66,000 hectares; I
believe a hectare is about 2.5 acr==s. isn't it? But, the rice area, or
the area in which we raised rice, z-ntained about 1600 acres. And we
had under cultivation, we plantec =ice every day. We had this entire
area of about 1600 acres in rice. CZur sole purpose was to sabotage
this rice any way we could.

First, as we harvested the rice, w= would drop the neads of the rice in
the mud and tramp on it. We'd gez =zs little in the baskets as we could.
Then, when we'd take it out to the zhresher, we made sure the thresher
blew as much out in the chaff stacz as possible. When it was taken to
the warehouse for the drying proce:ss, we would just forget to push it
in when it rained and it would gez —usty and moldy. We lost as much of

it as possible. A great deal of Iz would get as far as the rice polisher
at the rice mills, to take the huszs off and polish the rice. Here, we
would stack the rice in large pilzs as much as twenty or thirty feet

high. And when they'd get piled = next to the roof and the Japanese
guard wasn't looking, they'd procz=3 to poke a hole in the roof so that
it would leak in the middle of thz o2ile. It would only take a few days
and they'd bring the trucks in an< —-ove out the rice. They'd come to
find that the entire stack was ro=—a=n even though the sacks looked good
on the outside. In the eighteen ——nths we were down there, they were
only able to take a truck or a tr=ck-load and a half of rice out of the
place. So we were very successful in that. '

Then the hemp plantation, we had == operate this. We made the hemp
right from the banana tree. We h=Z a detail to make the rope. And
they would make the prettiest rops you ever saw and you could take a
rope two inches in diameter and p= six men on each end of it and pull
it in two. They built the flaws ZI=. We were so determined not to help
the Japanese cause, even if we haZ =o starve to death. We almost did
starve ourselves to death as well =s the Japanese garrison. :

The health conditions on Mindanac -;ere‘very good. We were able to get
medications through the Red Cross which helped take care of the malaria,
take care of the dysentery and sc Zorth. The broken heart was the big

killer at the very outset. In fzz=. a good number of the medical
reports that the doctors kept, it was listed that the man died of a
broken heart, of no particular diz=zase.

As the war began to turn, and the Zapanese were losing in the South, they
decided to move us back north. T==v loaded us on boats and took us back
to Luzon and back to Camp Cabanac—zn. We'd only been there a very short
time when they started making mov==ent north to Japan, taking all the
able-bodied out. Shortly after I —eached Cabanatuan, I had dysentery

for the first time and was,of cc—se, confined in the isolation area in
the camp. As far as the Japanese were concerned, you'd just as well have

leprosy as dysentery, and actuall— wouldn't come near the area. That
was one area in the camp that ther wouldn't personally count the number
of men in. They'd just come to === fence and sav, 'How many men do you
nave?' and vou'd say, 'I've got = =undred.' And they'd say, 'Well, thank
you,' and walk off.’' So the able->odied were taken the Japan, and there
were over six hundred of us left ZI= Camp Cabanatuan when the invasion
came on Luzon and the group was _ZZerated by the ranger battalion. That
about sums up the campaign, excez= a major portion of the fellows that

were liberated at the time I was :-=ose to remain the the theater.
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In fact, there were so many of us —=at chose to remain over there that
they decided to send us all home. =5 we all came back.

Qut of the group that returned, all of them I've ccme in contact with,
I usually make the one point of trr=Z=z=g to see how they feel. There is
a lot of bitterness and remorse on ==e part of many of them. Of course,
many of them are badly disabled. I was very lucky o come out in good
physical condition. I know the Jaz=zmese did what they were told to do.
Many times, I had the occasion to Z=ve a single Japanese guard off

by himsélf and come to find out thz== he's very much human. It's only
when you put two of them together —=at they become little Tojos. I
think that the encounter that we hzZ with the prison camp would be well
for most people to know from the pcint of survival. What do men do,
because in my army training, the o—= thing that never came about or no
one ever spoke of, how are you to s=rvive if you get into certain condi-
tions. This is something the army =as started, of course, survival
courses. At this particular time, I would like to see survival courses
for the general public because it's guite an art to learn to live out"
of a tin can. I don't know if the=z='s anything else you want to inject
or find out about. '



