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Declassified in accordance with D.O. 13526 

NON-RECOVERABLE REMAINS REEXAMINATION OF RECORDS 
AREA OF DEATH 

DETERMINED THAT THE 

THE REMAINS Of THE DECEDENT COULD NOT HAVE BEEN RECOVERED 

TH REMAINS Of THE DECEDENT COULD HAVE BEEN RECOVERED. HOWEVER, AFTER REVIEW Of THE FOLLOWING IT HAS 
BEEN DETERMINED THAT EVIDENCE DOES NOT EXIST TO CONTRADICT A FINDING Of NON-RECOVERAB IL ITY: 

1. 293 FILE Of DECEDENT 

GEOGRAPHICAL CLUE INDEX FILE Of 2• COMPARED WITH DECEDENT 

3. OTHER DOCUMENTS OR SOURCES 

REMARKS 

NAME OF CASE ANALY ST 

OQMG FORM I 957 
22 SEP ~O 

RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
CASE REVIEWER, FINAL DETERMINA­
TION SECTION 

INITIALS Of ANALYST 

APPROVED DATE 

U, S. OOVERHMEIIT PRINTJIIG OPPICE : 1150 0 - 115710 
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NAME ( Last, Firs t , Middle ) 

lafcn, 

RANK 
\ 

ARM OF SERVICE 

MEMORIALIZATION OF NON-RECOVERABLE 
REMAINS OF WORLD WAR I I 

THIS FILE HAS BEEN AUDITED FOR NON-RECOVERABILITY 

Harry R. 

SERIAL NU MBER 

O 415 563 

DATE OF DEATH AREA OF DEATH 

a I 

Jr. 

7 September 1944*r Sµ).u -~ -~, Philippine I slands* 
NA ME OF AUDITOR DATE 

JAN 291951 

NAME OF REV IEWER DATE 

1~ 4--,- z_ 
RE MARKS 

Above decedent was aboard the Japanese freighter "Shinyo Maru", which was torpedoeli 
and sunk in the Sulu Sea off the west coast of Mindanao, Philippine Islands on 7 Septeaber 
19440 For purposes of Memorialization, the Area of Death is Philippine I slands , Code 4 50 

OQHG FORM I 951 
23 AUG 50 U.S. OOVERNMENT PRINTING OPP ICE: 1950 0 • 911195 
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(~rJ' 
CONTROLLED CASE 

NAIIE HADE SERIAL NO. 

Laton, Barr,y a., Jr. 2/Lt. OW 563 

DO IOT THE AIY ACTIOI 01 1111 CAIi 01 flLEASI IINMATI .. notl 1111 FILE VITlotT TIE COICIIIUCE OFs 

~ ( LIAISON OFFICE, MEMORIAL DIVISION 

&77 19&Nfl f l9tlifl ON DUNCIi, lli lt89lfl DIVISION 14 

UNKNOWN NON-RECOVERABLE CASE NO. A-Z CARO flAGGEO BY 

x- U!:t:, -
IMPORTANT 

TIii FOIN MUST H MAIITAIIED OI TOP OF 21, FILE AT ALL TINES UITIL CAICELLID 
OILY TH •COIIIDIIOIAL TO,,ER•, OONI FOIN '91, NAY IE PUCED OVEI TIii FORN. 

OQNI fORII 1800 
5 APR IJB 

fLAGGEO BY (laJtJale) 

fLA66EO BY (laJtJele) 

Mi, Ben, 
333 CARO fLa&GEO BY 

IY NENOIIAL DIVIIIOI. 

""" 
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I n Reply Ref er Tp 
c,;;,iCiii.U 293 / 
V,orld har II 

~ \~S 

VLP !\I:I·: :T,.wr OF THE A.RMY 
OFFICE Q 'i' THL (;u.tRTFF'..,.lAS':i:'F;!{ GF.NERJJ:, 

WA,,HI:t-.GI0N ;_5, D. C. 

TO C om111,.'3.nd:ng Ge11.er al 
P~1:i.lirn i ne C o,;u"la.nd 
APO 707 , c/ o Postmas+;er 
Sr;.n Francisco, ca:.if o:n1::..a 
AT'IZN'IION : _AGI.S Philcoi!l Zcne 

J 

1. Fl.efercnce i::; ,,w.r.ie i, ..; " :-oce-sdi n[,s of So".r ds of Of i'iccr s 
that hRve convereu a t your Eeao.(~U~ rter s a I hr v e de-+:.er:n.1.n ed that 
the r er.iai us Lf cert,3.in ~.:orl~ i·i;..r I I dead ·c, . .. e non--rsccver a .:>le . 

2 . Findi ngs cf the 13oard ~11;1.ve b~en .cev:ie·!ed anu ,, i:,:_,rovcd on 
decedent s whos a Uc.i.illt :J a ppear on the ~tt t £l.ched r ostGr . 

3 . It is r er,uet:: t et~ tr.at ~.n r s co::us cf ~'O' ll' 01fice pe.rtain­
i ng to these dece".:. ed be amt.ndE.d to reau. 1{r;;'.~AINS NO:l ...RLCOVl:.fJtcLS . 

1 Inc l 
L i st of non­

r ecov ;.;rablcs 

•r . H. METZ 
Lt . Cclonel , C',MC 
r:l P.Juor ial Di.Vi Si on 

ti.All 
ftl.• 

A -----7K~ 
~---------------------

-~ -. .:-:-: . 
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REMAINS Jl"'11T-REC0VERABLE • FAR EASTERN Z0 
,_ 

~ ~n,.Jlarr;.. R. , J;: ____ ..,..... _Y-Lt •. ___ ~ 

Lamb, Lawrence L. 

Lancaster, Joseph a. 

Landon, Ronald M. 

Knackstedt, Arthur B. , Jr . 

Maciejewski , Frank J . 

Hackey, James E. 

Uaghan, Roy E. 

Joseph, Stanley A. 

Katz, Harry 

Karl, Lincoln F . 

Kerr, Abness B. 

Kindred, Robert J . 

King, Raymond A. 

Lanier , Robert D, 

Lar son, Donald L. 

LaTurner, Denton Jr . 

McKenney, Ezra 

MacIntosh, Will iam w. 

IAcHugh, William F. 

!JcCown, John L. 

McCarthy, John J . 

Martins , John 

Mathis, Charles L. 

Matson, Uilliam F. 

r.1att ei, Clement B. 

Milich; Charles E. 

Heyerf?, Jack E. 

Pfc. 

Pfc , 

Pfc . 

2/Lt . 

Pfc . 

2/Lt. 

Pfc . 

Pvt. 

Capt. 

Pvt. 

Pfc . 

Cpl. 

Pfc . 

2/Lt. 

2/Lt. 

Pvt . 

2/Lt . 

Pvt. 

Pfc . 

1/Lt. 

Pfc . 

2/Lt . 

2/Lt . 

1/Lt. 

Pvt . 

T/5 

Pfc. 

O 415 56.3 

19 0.34 045 

17 012 .362 

19 010 688 

0 412 506 

6 147 014 

O 413 5.32 

20 700 246 

6 565 487 

O 39.3 228 

17 026 192 

6 580 .31.3 

17 018 076 

19 028 240 

0 427 144 

O 427 146 

6 9.34 775 

0 404 121 

11 020 655 

6 150 521 

0 421 120 

6 781 854 

0 890 .326 

O 427 151 

O 382 161 

19 052 907 

6 289 841 

13 009 104 
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REi.IAi i._..;N0N- ill.C0Vf'.RABLE - }f AR EASTER~! L.... E 

. • 

Nieto, Joe G. 

Messinger, Charles H. 

Messmer, John J . 

Knighton, Belton E. 

Korajwo, Edward G. A. 

Kraus, James J . 

Krempecki, Albert 

Krewson, Edward P. 

r.!elucci, Albert 

McKown, Elden E. 

Moore, George F . 

Hiller, Harold E. 

Miller , Robert E. 

Miller, Ross I. 

Monico, Paul 

Nieland, Arthur B. 

Navarette, Al 0ert 

r.tilks, Robert J. 

Monk, Glendell L. 

Myrick, James H. 

Morgan, George B. 

Moser, Ernest C. 

Moti ch, Michael L. 

LaVine, Philip E. 

Mann, Richard R • 

Mahan, Louis C. 

Lavelle, Francis L. 

Lewis , Basil H .. 

Cpl. 

Cpl. 

1/Lt. 

Pvt . 

Pvt . 

1/Lt. 

Pfc. 

Pfc . 

Cpl. 

Capt . 

Pfco 

1, i.t . 

M/Sgt . 

Capt. 

2/Lt. 

Pvt. 

T/4 

Pvt . 

Cpl. 

Sgt. 

Pvt. 

Pvt. 

Ffc. 

1/Sgt . 

2/Lt . 

F• .. t . 

Bfc . 

2/Lt. 

20 843 337 

6 551 346 

0 384 087 

14 043 727 

12 025 544 

O 363 101 

· 32 074 350 

6 912 105 

19 034 141 

0 402 938 

6 936 376 

0 399 102 

6 829 998 

0 380 529 

0 890 210 

37 039 730 

18 045 964 

6 982 074 

20 843 596 

7 009 312 

19 002 907 

19 050 541 

6 664 237 

6 565 411 

0 427 828 

lp 028 375 

11 007 363 

0 417 972 
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REMAINS ON-RECOVERABLE - FAR EASTERN ZOC 

Register, J ohn R. Pvt . 14 012 000 

Reeves, Cox H. Pvt . 18 015 554 

Reber , Irvin R. Pvt . 7 022 021 

Ransberger , Edwo.rd H. S/Sgt . 6 572 915 

Radziak, Peter L. Pvt . 32 120 622 

Reyes , James. B. Pfc . 20 843 360 

Remondini, Robert J . 1/,,t . 0 413 002 

Reilly, Edward F. Pvt . 19 048 447 

Reyes, Roy Pfc . 18 048 818 

Redmond , Jo.mes B. Pvt . 18 056 463 

Ricci , Rober t A. Pfc. 33 022 257 

Rizzo, Phili p D. Pvt . 32 092 638 

Roach, Lawrence c. s/sgt . 6 936 987 

Roberts , Charles M. Pvt. 19 054 798 

Robert son, Keith W. Cpl. 6 563 480 

Robles, Pedro Q. Cpl. 18 017 489 

Romero , Juan V. Pfc . 38 011 722 

Quevas , Augustine J . Sgt. 6 296 402 

Potter, Fr ank n. Sgt. 19 017 155 

Por ter, Grenvil le N. 1/Lt . 0 42-3 848 

~ 

Pol ve , Lamar V. Pfc . 6 591 445 

Pinks, Gl enn Pfc . 15 058 399 

Farry, . Ernest R. S/Sgt. 19 010 317 

Pal mer , James A. s/sgt . 6 128 744 

Pai nter, Laverne E. Pvt. 19 054 462 

O' Connor, William F. Capt. 0 229 034 

Nol and, Francis E. Pfc . 6 914 449 

Norris, Jack Pvt . 39 081 864 

O' Br ien, TTalter E,, Jr . 1/Lt. 0 385 782 
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REMAINS NON-RECOVERA13LE .. FAR EASTER~1 ZONE-

-
Noffke, William G. Pfc . 20 842 753 

Nixon, George W. T/4 19 017 644 

Thompson, Henry J . Pvt. 19 054 751 

Tefft, Raford Cpl. 6 392 280 

Taylor , Dean E. Sgt . 6 862 465 

Taylor, Charles R. Pvt. 19 049 602 

Tafoya, Jose LI. Pvt. 38 012 212 

Stacks, James Pvt . 37 056 171 

Stewart, Harrie B. 1/Lt. O 360 091 

Suazo, Onesimo J. Pvt . 18 046 022 

Stillman, Gerald c. 1/Lt. o 416 436 

Stone, Joseph Pvt . 18 036 789 

Swanson, Norman D. Pfc. 19 019 920 

Schuchmann, Harry c., Jr. Pfc . 32 036 155 

Searll, Elmer E. Pfc . 11 018 745 

Semmens, Larry G. 1/Lt. O 353 683 

Sliwka, l.lichael s/sgt. 6 709 009 

Seitz, Charles R., Jr . 1/Lt. O 387 504 ~ 

Smith, Walter 2/Lt. O 953 164 

Shock, Thomas D. Pvt . 18 051 706 

Richardson, John R. Co.pt. 0 363 871 

Rogers, Rufus H. Lt . Col. 0 231 742 

Safford, Charles V. 2/Lt. O 890 138 

Rhodes, ~oodrow W. Pvt . 38 011 909 

Sanks, Paul A. 2/Lt. O 890 196 

Renick, Thomas Jr . Pfc . 6 984 020 

Sauls , .Joseph W. Pvt. 14 053 914 

Howard, Robert F. Pfc . 19 012 562 

Miller, Edwin L .. 1/Lt~ 0 405 340 
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REf.IAINS NON-RECOVERABLE - FAR EASTERN ZONE 

-
Sizemore , Curtis Lo 

Slimak, Julinn J . 

Sm~lko, Cho.rlos Jr . 

Sri1ith, Frnnk R. 

Smith, Hc.llie E. 

Smith, Jimmie To 

Smith, Percey 

Smith, Rny r:10 

Smurthwaite , Jesse G. 

Sullivan, Robert W. 

Swepston, Oscar r:I. 

Shands, James 

Shermer, Ray W. 

Sherman, Arnold A. 

Shevlin, Eugene B. 

Shipley, Carl VJ . 

Shipley, Guy F . , Jr . 

Simicich, Pet er P. 

Siranian, Albert 

Sbrusch, Eddi e V. 

Solosth, Harold A. 

SoulG, Beiley C. 

Speight, Frnn!< R. 

Spettiguo , Orville L. 

S pillrnan, Ear 1 

Sp~uyt, Leonhard P. 

Sqtiire , Kenneth c. 

Stahl, Robert J. 

Starks, Orval C. 

2/Lt. 

Pfc . 

Pvt. 

Pvt. 

Pv-':. . 

Pfc. 

Pvt . 

Pvt. 

Pvt . 

Pvt . 

Pfc . 

1/Lt. 

Pvt. 

s/sgt . 

2/Lt. 

Sgt. 

s/sgt . 

Pvt. 

Cpl. 

Pvt , 

Pvt , 

Pvt . 

Sgt, 

T/ 4 

Civilian 

Pvt , 

Cpl. 

Cpl. 

Pfc . 

0 890 418 

6 829 121 

33 037 621 

6 066 024 

17 016 554 

17 016 512 

19 050 425 

14 037 734 

19 020 92L~ 

14 054 210 

18 050 158 

O 386 479 

19 050 312 

17 006 742 

o , ... o7 128 

6 571 846 

6 562 715 

19 017 729 

6 561 675 

18 056 395 

19 050 846 

19 012 581 

6 274 601 

6 980 551 

6 981 215 

20 645 278 

6 578 364 

6 971 040 



Declassified in accordance with 0.0. 13526 

RE!.IAii.\TS ~ - RECOVERABLE "' FAR EASTERN ZONE 

Stephens, J ohn W. 1/ Lt . 0 419 181 

S tcr,c.r t, Ge or gG 

St i eg, Loyal L. 

Str ong, Curl E. 

Sullivan, Chnrlos 

Scr once , Louis R. 

Scott, Jack H. 

Schwartz, Jim E. 

Schulz , A,ml d Ii. 

Schultz , Jnmcs H. 

Schl iske , El mer E. 

Schmi dt , Henry P. 

Schauer, Raymond R. 

Sayl er, Al vin F . 

Sandeen, Harold R. 

Sandoval , Bertram O. 

Rosendale , David R. 

Rosenvnll, Cl ay 

Rozelle, Willard E. 

Ruacho , Andrew 

Rubi, Epimenio G. 

Ruiz , Eloy 

Sanchez, Laurence M. 

Mil ler, Henry Vi. 

Miller, Paul W. 

Mize, Ernest B. , Jr . 

Monax, ···Andrew B. 

Hontag, David W. 

Lazer , John C. 

2/Lt . 

Pfc. 

Cpl. 

Pvt. 

Pfc. 

Pvt . 

Cpl. 

Pfc . 

Sgt. 

2/Lt . 

Cpl. 

Pfc . 

Pfc . 

Pvt . 

Pfc . 

Pfc . 

Pfc . 

Pvt , 

Pvt. 

Pvt. 

Cpl. 

Cpl. 

Major 

Sgt. 

Pvt . 

Pfc . 

Capt . 

Pfc . 

0 890 325 

36 308 148 

6 852 907 

37 069 765 

14 037 574 

14 043 910 

20 842 464 

18 056 491 

20 645 302 

0 934 500 

13 006 907 

6 912 753 

19 018 352 

6 939 399 

38 012 213 

39 157 471 

19 010 475 

12 006 256 

19 056 994 

18 017 137 

20 843 129 

38 012 419 

0 232 770 

6 282 020 

14 053 916 

19 056 386 

0 351 273 

32 028 091 
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RE!lAINS NON-RECOVERABLE - FAR EASTERN ZONE 
r __, 

I.icFeek, Edwin A. Cpl. 

iTicPeters, Roy H. Sgt. 

I:lcQuain, Clarence E. s/Sgt . 

Hiller, Harry Pvt . 

Madden, Willic.m n. s/sgt . 

Mo.l don~do , Polo V. Pvt. 

f.ilo.r lo,;e, Rich~r d Pvt . 

Hartin, Paul J . Pf'c . 

I.io.rtinez, Willio.m B. Fvt . 

Uo.scr.renns, Jose Lo Pvt. 

Unssee , Edmon E. 1/Lt . 

r!IcCombs, J ames R. Cpl. 

Lynch , Charles R. Pfc . 

Lennon, ~i l liam J . Pvt. 

Leone.rd , Hugh J . Pvt. 

Lepper, Louie F . T/Sgt. 

Levine , Borris A. rvt . 

LeTiis, William G. Sgt. 

Liber ~t o , Alfred Pvt. 

Li l l y, J oseph D. Pvt . 

Longknife , Joseph Pfc . 

Lunsford, Buford L. 
-{' 
L - C . 

Murph, William C. Pvt . 

Uurphy, John J., Jr . Capt. 

Husfelt , Roy W. Pfc . 

Nespoli, Dante A. Pvt . 

N~ymm.n, Gordon M. Pvt . 

Leedy, Alvin R. Cpl. 

Leek, Rc.ymond E. Pvt. 

19 038 515 

6 966 967 

6 954 413 

19 054 550 

6 904 895 

38 011 816 

6 716 865 

12 007 311 

18 035 115 

38 011 210 

O 890 273 

19 017 734 

19 000 133 

19 019 300 

20 523 458 

6 818 069 

32 024 249 

19 052 139 

33 071 741 

13 026 998 

19 019 965 

38 012 584 

18 056 358 

O 229 88 

19 020 265 

7 071 069 

38 054 401 

19 056 526 

6 954 575 
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-REMAINS NON- RECOVERABLE - FAR EASTERN ZONE 

Nicol , J ames C. 

Leicester , Lloyd T. 

Munson, Lloyd W. 

Liullino.ux, Charles H. 

Mulkey, Leroy H. 

Moullet, Joseph B~ 

Host, William R. 

Moss, Robert H. 

Morgan, Hilton R. 

Moore, Ray L~ 

Moody, August J~ 

Montoya., Antonio A •. 

Seifert, Lloyd R. 

McDeo.ris, Dalles N. 

I.icFo.rland , Walter H. , Jr. 

McGee , George J . 

McGrath, :Jnrtin 

McKenzie, Jack L. 

McLaughlin, Robert L. 

McNaughton, Robert F. 

2/Lt . 

T/Sgt. 

Sgt. 

Pfc . 

Cpl. 

Pvt. 

1/Lt. 

Pvt . 

Co.pt. 

2/Lt. 

Pvt ~ 

1/Lt. 

Pfc . 

Pfc . 

Pfc . 

Ffc~ 

Cpl. 

Pfc . 

Cpl. 

Sgt . 

O 418 305 

6 849 749 

38 012 595 

l L1- 052 035 

6 552 770 

19 004 258 

0 360 722 

15 044 420 

0 351 379 

O 417 111 

35 121 626 

O 419 983 

6 291 030 

6 923 965 

6 148 154 

6 298 056 

6 886 376 

19 045 325 

19 010 411 

6 713 519 
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JEPART}.l::::]UT OF TH3 ARMY 
OFFICE OF ~ Q,UAR~TER Gi'!NERAL 

iCM03.I.AL DIVISION 

RECORD OF R.3\'il~W rum AP'P::l.OVAL 
l:ION-RECOV-.1:iF..ABLE C. -: .:J 

1219 (650) 
Pb.ilrycom 

NA.I.iii: RA!JK SERIAL NO , 

~' Harry R., Jr. 2nd Lt. 0- 415 563 

The proceedings of the Field Board of Review concerning the - ~ 
deterMination of non-recoverability in the aoove case have been reviewed 
and the following sources have been examined in this Office for additional 
clues; 

INI'!'IALS OF .AlJALYST 
a. A-Z file of known interments ~n U. S. 

Military Cemeteries, isolated locations, 
and sea burials. • • • • . • • • . • • • • ~­

-~- . . b . Alphabetical index file of 11:Believed to Be" 
and tentatively identified unkno,•.rns • ..• • 

c. Alphabetical file nf former unknowns now 
i dent ifie d. • • • • • , • . • • • . • . . • 

d. Geographical clue index file of unkno,ms 
from pertinent area •• , •••• •••• . •• 

~ - -· 
-~ --

-~ .. 
e. 293 file of subject deceased, including 

Report of Dea th. . , • • • • • • • • • . • • 
f. Status Review _and Determination from The 

Adjutant Gcnoral • •• • • • ••••.• • • 
g. J.iissing Air Crew Report (when applicable and 

available) ••• .• • • ••• • , ·:~~ 
The facts and circU!:Btances have been f ound to be substantially as 

presented in the a ttached :proceedings of the Field Board of P.eview and 
substantiate tho findings of non-recoverabil~ ~y. Exceptions aro not ed 
below: 

See attached Statement of Investigation, 

"Form 371 has not boon obta ined for this case because condition of 
the four unkno"m r emains• the only 11u.nkno,•ms 11 which might ib associated 
with this case , is such that positive identification is not 1M3licvod 
possible, 11 

RECOMMEND APPROVAL: 

w:!:~1 
Ca se Rcv-iewor, Final 
Determination Section 

RECOMMEND APPROVAL: 

APR ~ 19 
. --- ✓-~-~ /---- --
• ra A.08t1ou auUM 
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STAT.EMENT OF UfVESTIGATJON 

1. This case concerns the non-recoverabilitf of the remains ~f 
approximately 650 tr. S. Army Casualties who were tjported lost when the 
Japanese freighter 11 SH11ITO HARU" , on which they were being transported 
to Vianila, as Prisoners of War, was torpedoed and sunk in the Sulu Sea• 
off the west coast of Mindanao, Philippine Island on 7 September 1944. 
Ther e was an appr oximate total of 746 POW1 s aboar d the vessel. 

2. Only eighty three (83) of the 746 American prisoners of war 
aboar d the ship are kno\·rn to have survived the sinking. These 83 men 
r eached shore and ~ound refuge among friendly Filipino Guerillas, who 
rendered them all possible aid. The Island, which was located approxi­
mately two miles from the site of the sinking was patrolled for a dis­
t ance of 200 kilometers by the Fili pino Forces for nearly two weeks in 
an unsuccessful attompt to find more men or casualties. One of the 
survivors, Pvt. James H. Pratchard, ASN-14 043 828 ~ied of pneumonia on 
the 17 September 1944. Three bodies 1,!cr-e: found on the beach near Liley 
on 8 Septcmb -:.. r 1944. They all shm•.red severe gunshot Pounds and two men 
had their hands tied ochind them. Some of the survivors told tho native 
civilians that they \•rare American soldiers and it is belicvod that they 
had. been on the 11 SHliITO !iARU11 • A l etter dated 1 August 1945 and signed 
by 1st Lt. Irving Hcll~r, member of the American Gr aves Registration 
Service , stat0s that a Filipino civilian buried these bodi e s in Leloy, 
Sindane;an area . Also that one body had the name "Colonel John Smith11 

and a serial number t a ttooed upon his chest and arm but th0 natives 
did not r:iake note of this. All 11 Smiths 11 on the POW list and ass i gned 
to this a rea have beon thoroughly investigated in order to correlate 
the identity of this unknown, but with negative r esults. 

3. The 746 prisoners of war had been taken from the Davao Penal 
Colony and loaded aboard an old Japanese freighter at Tabu.~co, Gulf of 
Davao , i✓.indanao, P. I. for transvortation to i1anila . °l"li th the POV' s 
cro\•rd6d into two holds, this ship departed from Tabunco o:.i 20 August 
1944, and aft er sailing around tho southor11 coast of i•linda.nao, arrived 
at t he port of Zal!lboanga on 24 August 1944. After remaining at this 
point fo r a pc,riod of t en days, the 746 POW 1 s wcro tra.nsferred to 
another freighter, the 11 SHINYO ;f.ARU11 whcr .... they we!'c again crowded into 
holds in prepar ation for the s econd l eg of tho proposed jour~ey to 
Mar.Ha. On 4 September 1944, tho "SHL;Yo MARU11 , depart :..d from Zamboanga , 
sailing north along tho w- stern coast of i-iindanao . 

4 . After having joined and ·b ccomo 0!10 of a convoy of nine ships, 
the 11 SHLYO UARU11 was proceeding on her cours ~ a t a point ap:pro:~imatoly 
2 miles off Liloy Poir:t, Sir_dangan, :iindanao . P. I., when the convoy was 
sighted and attacked. by an American submarine. Six torpec.oes were fi red 
into tho convoy, si:.·Jcing tr..roc ships and a t an.1<cr was dami-.gcd and beached. 
The 11 SHil-ITO i•IA.RU" was struck i n q_uick succession by two torpedoes, causing 
terrific explosions. The forcu of the cx-plosions killod many POW1 s out­
right, and ma_cy mai"l.gl od bodies were pinned undoi.· th_ tangled steel a;.1d 
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Statement of Investigat i on Cont 1d. Pago Two . 

fallen debris in such a manner that they could not b 0 extricated. Somo 
of tho mer. wore blo\'m co'll)?lot .... ly out of the holds or wer e b.ocked un­
conscious. I mmediately follo\'ring the e.x-p l osion Japanese survivors woro 
firing and t hr owi ng hand gr enades among tho prisoners ,-rho were trapped 
below in the holds, and wer0 ma.chine gu.n::inr· the prisoners who managed 
to r each the clock, as well as those floath1g i ::-. t!10 wat er. The ship 
r ._,mained nfloat for a9Droxima.tely 15 minut0s befor e sinking . In their 
efforts to swim toward shor e , many survivors wer e furthe r h~1dicappcd, 
duo to the fact t hnt tho surrounC:.ing wate rs vcrc. infested with sha rks, 
and they had to fight thu tide ..,,l:ich carried t hem toward the bea ched 
tanker , ,hero they wci-c f ire d upon by the Japanese aboard it. A small 
boa t was also la\!.-ichod f r om tho beached ta~cor by th-~ Jnpa:1osc, ,.,,hich 
p icke d up a group of thirty prisoners , ,.,:10roupo:i. they ,,,c ::e taken aboard 
another ship in tho convoy, and with their ha.nds tied boDi:i.c. their backs, 
wore shot individually . Ono of this group , Sgt . Jc~vor 3 . ~ose , 17 010 471, 
had escaped and hid. u:1til he v•as ab l o to slip over t:ic side of the s:1ip 
ar.d sHim ashore . The conccnsus of opi n io:.1 among the 83 POW survivors 
wctz th'l.t, .10:10 of the.. r cma.ini:1g !Jrison.:rs surviv,,d, ane, t :1at a:i.v •:tho may 
mv•..J b o..,n :p icked U!) out of the ,-,at1,;r bjr thQ Ja:pancse, were immedi ately 
:;l- r-:; a t. •a s the casc of the et"Oi.'.p of thirty \··ho \'!c.r0 pic!i:ed up ,,i th 
Sg,;, R1J go , a:1cl. t hat the ir r l.nai~1s ,-,c,r0 thro,.,.:-. back i:ito the ,-,at0r. 

5, An extra ct of AGO ,Icmora:.:dum o: tho Circumstn::.cos Surrou::ding 
the fi ·J: 'i.-:15 of -~ho Ship , AGO Casualty List :;o. 86-co::sistiag of porson­
::" l J 0r; "; ~1:· .'.l. r csnl t o.,. the si:tk:i :ig of tho "SHI:'YO l·u2u11 , stc" t ,._m(.,:1ts of 
s 11r r.l. 11•.:> .l' f" c1.!ld C') :rrospond.oncc pcrt aild:ig to rccov .:: r--d boiios have 'bec:i. 
placed i:'1 t-h ,) 293 file of Ao · raa thy, Wilby A., Ffc . , 14 050 615. 

- ~ ; ' ~ · i..- . 
1
/2 1,{,A~,d v. 

0 
ANNA mmEDY 

A::alyst 
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HEADQUARTERS 

AMERICAN GMVES REGiSTRATION SERVICE 
PHILRYCOM a:l NE 

APO 707 
25 June 1948 

CASE HISTORY FOR BE.MAINS, C,QNSibEREll Nb~ .. BECOVERABLE 

LAFON, Harry R. Jr. 
2d Lt., 0-415 563 

BASIS FOR DECLARING REMAnrn NON-RECOVERAB1~ 

11SHINYO MARU" 

1. According to information available from List No. 86, 
Casualty Branch, TAG, "Personnel Lost at Sea as Result of Ship 
S inkings During World Viar II", and the attached copies of 
translated extracts from records of Japanese Government 
Prisoner of War Information Bureau, Tokyo, the date of death 
of the subject deceased was 7 Sept. 1944; cause of death, 
killed in action; place of death, at sea, off western shore of 
Mindanao Island, Philippine Islands. 

2. Subject deceased was a passenger on the Japanese P~W 
Ship No. 1, the Japanese Naval Transport "SHINY@ MARU", which 
was torpedoed by an American suhmarine and sunk off the western 
shore of Mindanao Island, 7 Sept. 1944 while transporting 750 
allied prisoners of war from Philippine POW Camp No. 2 Branch 
Camp (Davao) to Manila, P.I. TAG Casualty List No. 86 contains 
only 626 names, whereas the extracts from Japanese records 
indicate a total of 750 PrJvVs were lost or missing. All POWs 
on board were reported drowned, missing or lost. There is no 
information that any of the prisoners of war were rescued or 
that any remains were recovered. No burial report is on file 
for subject deceased. Findings and recommendation are based 
upon all presently available information. 

3. It is recommended that the remains of the subject 
deceased be considered non.recoverable, and that all records 
pertaining to search and recovery of the remains be closed. 

RECOMMEND APPRCVAL: 

WILLIAM R. ·DeWEESE 
1st Lt$, ~MC 
0-1 587 926 
Member 

~id~~ 
EDWARD J. BRITCHER 
Major QMC 
0-199 445 

President, Board o Review 

L 
Major 
0-324 
Member 

.. 



Declassified in accordance with D.O. 13526 

GE:GP 

SF ~CL~ ORDEPtS ) 

;;L •..• • •• • . . 2S ) 

1-£ •. D .,U iETiW.S 
... ,ii:PJC .. i, GE ... V i,S I2.GISTiLTIOii SIBVICE 

PHILhYCO.i ~ S.C:CTOR 

.~SRi-CT 

0 

1,PO 707 
9 .. pr i l 1948 

1. In accordance witi) pri.ragr aph ohe (l) 'L-.G letter, dtd 9 f,pr 1947, 
i'ile ,1G AO- S 293 . 9 (27 .:~~r 47) D- i, , Subject: 11 ·,s t ab)J.si111erit of Boards of 
Levi ev1 for Identificati::,n of Unimov:~1 Dead Ov,.,rseas11

; CL~CFE rddio CX 
5SJ2S dtd 18 ., ar l'.,46 ; am 'i a r 32 h and Par 115 a , 'I'· . 10- 281, the 
fo llowing are appointed as lsoard of Officers for the pur9ose of reviewing 
t.n ci a cting upon all c2ses r aferred to 1:,be:-,1 pertaining to identh,y of 
unknovm rel!laL1s , finnliz.i..n2, d.iuinter•r:,ent discrepancy reports, and t o 
reviev; and de l.err:ri.ne in all ca ses, from evidence prese ntec~, the ,1011-

recoverscilit.i· cf re .cdn~ ref'e1-red t o thecn vlj.thin t he fHILRYC0,1 3ector, 
. GF:S . 

dnjor ::d¥;ur d r ,>ruci er G- 199 4L5 " 
, .~jor hlee ·i';;-hr· 0-324 330 
c,~ptairt .,r:dre,, <:; f:.ooso.:: U- 1 f.323 062 ... 
1st Lt Theodore 

., 
Th.:.1rin, Jr . 0-8f? 173 \J 

1st Lt Ed"l1ard f' .t>i r.d~r, J:..·. 0- 1 327 3.,::2 
1st Lt Joh:-1 T l3it.tr.,=,:r· > -Tr . 0-1 591.; 725 
1st Lt i·;illiau1 rt ;,.~..:·. €.e se 0- 1 581 G" / ,40 

l11t Lt Teodoro . ' fi•,.c~uil lo 0- 1 u;6 440 

~1Y ORD ,I1 Oi." COlA.1~11::1 S :11i-f: 

h • .ROLD i· • RF.V E:RSXI 
Lt Colonel> US. F 
.sxecutive 

OFFICI ;.L: 

ll; l,-.t/ :l/ {;: '-C (,-:J /, 

r !. ROLD F • ffi!."V .:::ru:I'J. 
Lt Col onel, Ub,F 
Adjutant 

I:l.:.~·RIEUTI~m : 
IIJ\11 

\:.!l:C 
BIF 
nw (TC) 
....,...!C 
H!F 
.,<).· ... C 
:,,;c 
Cri? 

... .. . 
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TRANSLATED EXTRACTS FROM JAPANESE R'!!JJORDS 

A. Telegr am. No. 116, POW Information Bureau. 
Fro~ : POW In!orm.ation Bureau, 
To : Geneva Red Cross, via t elegram ST/2, 

dated 17 Sept. 1944. 

Received r eport that 750 POWs from Philippine POW Camp, No. 
-~~~ Camp, whil e being transf~rr ed by ship was sunk off Mindanao 

~ ~ l and by enemy submarine. All POWs drowned or mis sing . . Will report 
nl!llllles and other details later. 
'. (Volume BA-45) 

B. , Philippine Monthly Report, September 1944 Volume. 
Special it.dministration Details. 

(1) At the tennination of Di.YAO #2 POW Camp, 750 rows were 
-sent t o Manila on the second echelon movement. But on 7 Sept. off t he 
·shore of ( 'Ill Phonetic) SHINDANGAN, Mindanao I sland, the ship was torpedoed 
~d sunk by enemy action . All on board l ost or missing. Escort personnel 
losses: 1 officer, 3 NCOs, 9 Pvts, and 44 civilian guard empl oyees, 
t otal 57, with all unit equipmoot. 

(Volurue VA-46) ., 
-" C. Philippine Monthly Report, September 1944 Volume. 

(1) As previously reported, the DAVAO No . 2 Br anch Camp t s 2nd 
~chelon mo_vement of 750 POWs and 157, escort guards of officers and men 
left ~or Manila on the naval transport SHINYO Maru. While on route, on 
7 Sept at 1653, the said ship was attacked by submarine and torpedoed. 
The casualtfos were 3 NCOs, 9 Pvts, 41 civilian guards, and 750 POWs we·re 

1missing. After the disaster, the escort gu~rds split into two parties and 
boarded motor sail-boats and headed for Manila. The rear party, consisting 
of officers and men dropped a;chor in (TN Phonetic) LON.BORN on 14 Sept. 
at 1530 for water. They were suddenly attacked by guerrillas, who killed 
1 offi-cer, 3 civilian guards , and inflicted injuries to 5· o,thar-tj..vilian 

· •~ guards . On 29 Sept, the No . 2 Branch Camp personne.J. arrived in Manila . 
(Volurue VA-46) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

·certified True Translation of Extracts from Official 
·Records of the Japanese Gcrvernm~1t Prisoner of War 
Intormation Bureau, Tokyo. 

25 March 1947. 

/s/ Henry T. Omachi 
HENRY T. OMACHI 
1st Lt., Inf. AUS 
Translation Officer. 

0 . 

• :. C 

.. 

.. 
r 
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l~ST ~AME - FIRST NAME - MIOO lE I NI T I Al 

-
IDENTIF ICATION SECTION 

MEMO RIAL DIVISION 

IDENTIFICATION DATA 

cCLOR HAIR 
,,,.,. T ().' 

,p,/',F/ 
LAST ORGANIZ ATI ON TO \IHI CH ATT AC~ED OR ASS I G~ED ( Giv e co mp let e des i gnati on ) 

eo. c 

SH0 £ SI ZE ,.,,,,, "'/ 
7~,..,,,,./ 

GR~OE 

DATE Of DEATH 

SHT IO ti EO IN U. S. Pl< IOR 10 SERV I CE OVERSEAS , '11 1TH lhCLUSIVE CATES AT EACH . 

STATI ON OATES 

FRUM: WO, ·AGff: GUt'l[f!t rc0 Pri5 BRA 'CH 

f'U "~ 'l 
') 

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTOOS AND/OR elRTH MARKS 

DUTAL CHART (., .,4419 ./~ <// 

8 6 4 3 2 l l 2 3 4 f >c 
UPPlR RI GHT UPPER LEF T 

~ 1 , 14 1 3 12 11 lC 9 9 1 0 11 12 13 14 l~ 1-
LOWER R I GH T LOWER L EfT 

c;1~ X - U TRACTED 0 - CAR I OUS I - CAR I OUS NON-RESTO;~~ LE 

AJ.?A(; FOR~ 1-380 ( In d i ca te d en t u r e• , bridg e•o rk , etc . , ii sho • n.) 
l Aug 1 9 46 
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1-.Ac=-ON //~P J' --Last Name First Name 

To Clinical Records Branch 

For disposition 

.. 

The records show medical treatment as follows: 

Hospital 

Q,~ ffi,V At:,;?,/. 

Clerk 

AGRAC 1-383 1-9-48 

Register Number 

' ':1/ , . ~ 
T .. ~ 

Date Branch 
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WAR DEPARTf'1ENT 

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFIOE 
WASHINGTON 211, 0 . C . 

REPORT OF DEATH 19 March 1945 tjf 
AIINY S&IIIAL NUN 

Jr 
Japanese 

i'f 6 2nd Lto 
AIIM O Ii S&IIYIC• DAT• OI' 11111TH 

H~rrodsburg, Kentucky Infantry 29 Aug 1918 
PLAC• OJI' D&ATH CAUS• OP D•ATN DAT• OP D•ATH 

Southwest Paci!ic Area Killed in action 7 Sept l944 
STATION OJI' o•cua• o DATlt OJI' • HTIIY OM 

CUllll• NT ACTIV• ll• IIYtca 
L• NGTH 01" SIUIVICl• 
POii PAY PUll~•• II 

Southwest Pacific Area 

•Mllll<HNCY ADOIIIIIIS•• (NAMll. 11• 1.ATIONSHIP II ADDIIUS) 

B•H•l'ICIAIIY (l;lt"M• . 11•1.'\rlON• HII" a, ADDllllaS) ( ) 

Mr, narry Ko Lafon, Sro, father 359 College 

9 Uay 1941 

Harrodsburg, Kent.ucky o 

~arriman, Tennesseeo Mrso Hattie Atkins Lafon, (mother) J09 Morgan 
Later records show wife, Mrso Helen Ito Lafon 9 

Sto, 
Sta 9 

Box, #73, Calhoun9Tenno (r.ot iosignated 
tNVWaTU:lA TlON 

MAO&? IN LIN• OJI' DUTY OWN NISCOHOUCT WA• DltCIIAa•o 
ON DUTY IITATUe 

AUTHOftlZS.D 
A•aaNC~ 

IN PLYINe l"AY 
STATUS 

OTHER l"AY STATUa 
(al"ltCll'Y BELOW) 

Ylla NO 
Y•S - TAa NO n:s NO Y• S N O Y•S NO Y&S NO 

X 

ADDITION AL DATA AND/ON • TATIIMUl'f r"'Xl • ATTLII D NON-BATTLE 

Bene.fic1ar1es were designated while an enlisted man. no -break '!rt'service. 

etThe individual named in this ;report is shown by the records of the 
War Department to have been in a beleagured status from 8 December 1941 
to aJ1d including 6 May 1942 (Section 14 9 Public Law 490) am absent 1.n a 
missing in action status on and subsequont to 7 May 1942 and until absence 
was terminat.ed hy a report from the Japanese Government. through the 
Internatinnal Red Cross of a prisoner of war status onl.5 March 19430 The 
orisoner of ffllr status was terminated on 14 February 1945, on which date 
avidence considered sufficient to establish the fact of death was received 
by the Sec~etary of War f rom the Japanese Government through the 
I.uternationaJ. Red Crosso Death was result of sinking of Japanese shi.p on 
which officer Wrul being jn"a.~sported while PO\Vo 

C:Ol"la• l'l,IRNISH•O• 

• a.o ,. •• I ~. 0., U. C A 

a o . Q 11. •· o. ,. o. ARMY •Fl'llCT• IIUNIIAU 

CASUALTY • NANCH l'ILII 

A, G, 201 l'ILII .. "· •. Y •T.ADMIN, 

WD AeO POIIW aa., 
'•ao--••"' •••• 

'fWla P'OIIIM aup,a,1aa0•• WD ••• ,,OIUII -~ .. , .... MAY, ...... WMI 
eTOGMa AR• PHAlle1'CO. 

&•JU't AN1 ....... u. 


