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Army finally
will honor
Philippines
survivors

By Sharon M. Reynolds

1 tookall my plcture albums with
me, 50 1 could ook at pictures o the
weekends,” the 72yearold Harrods-
burg native recalled

Bt a few weeks aftr landing in
the Philpines, Wison witnessed the
first squadron o Japanese warplanes
descending on Clark Feld — ot hours
ater the Japanese had bombed Pearl

I the months and years that fo
owed, Wilson and thousands of other

Death March 1o Japanese prison
camps

Known as “the Philpine Defend-
ers,” the men or their survivors are.
now being_sought 0 they can be
awarded & Bronge Star for recognition
ofthelrvalor n combat.
In Kentucky, the sear

As ar as National Guard offcals
180K cere in
the company, a number of whom were
from Mercer County. Thinyseven g,
came home.
Twenty-eight of the Kentuckians
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the Army. Thase who served beween P
Dec.7, 1041, and May 10,198, are g (1
bl for the Bronze Star, according to
the offce o the U, Secretary of the
Army. ul
Once the necessary paperwork s (0
‘completed and all medals and cittions
are n, 4 presentaton ceremany —
probably at the Mercer County Fair.
inds — will be conducted for the

vide the Natioal Guard with names

Why the delay of € years in hand-
ingout the awards?

Provably just “anoversight,
DAmbrosio said.

A officer with the Kentucky N

‘Wha happened 10 thse men le
scarson them for fe,”sa Chiel War-
Fant Oficer Glenn Birdwhisel of the
adjutan generalsofice.
In the Bataan Death March, 70000
‘American and Filpino prisonersof war
o to march 5 miles under
the blazing sun without food or vater.
Nearly 10,0 e slong the way. Some.

A Lexngion man who lived
through the forced march, Edwin W
Rue,said he has had a disabing heart
condition since 1974, the resuit of mal-
uirition e suffered during the march.

Rue sad he did't talk much about
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Army plans to honor
Philippines survivors

From Page C1
the experience.

*“I was one of the lucky ones,” he
said. “I don’t know how I survived.”

Those who made it through the
march faced another problem — the
notorious Japanese prison camps. Rue
spent three years and five months as a
prisoner of war. In the final days of the
war, he was transferred to a remote
camp high in the mountains of Japan.

“It looked like a place they had
brought us where we could die off and
nobody would notice,” he said. “The
snow was 8 feet deep, drifting as high
as 30 feet in some places. We never
would have made it through the winter
if the war hadn’t ended.”

Wilson, who lost the use of his feet
because of a prison camp injury, is still
bitter about his Japanese captors.
“They beat us up so much, and for no
cause,” he said.

At one camp, he fell from a rail-
road trestle during a work detail, and

his legs were paralyzed. But Wilson
said he was determined not to lie in bed
and die.

“Boys was dying beside me every
night,” he said. “It like to run me
crazy, so | forced myself to walk.’

He earned the name “‘Paddlefeet”
from his captors because he had to
paddle his feet along as he walked.
Today, Wilson wears braces on his
feet, suffers constant pain and is una-
ble to work.

“I get a good check from the gov-
ermment every month,” he said. *‘But
they could keep their money if I could
just do a good day's work.”

Pilot not hurt in crash

SANFORD, Fla. (AP) — A single-
engine plane making a landing ap-
proach hit a building, flipped over and
landed upside down in a parking lot,
but the pilot was not seriously injured,
police said.

The pilot, Robert Ames, 33, was in
stable condition at Central Florida Re-
gional Hospital in Sanford.
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