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Veteran haunted by memories of captivity

By Jim Warren
Herald-Leader staff writer

“It was pretty rough,” Maurice
“Jack" Wilson of Harrodsburg says
today, with the kind of undeml&
ment that is possible when one looks
back over 40 years.

But Wilson, 72, still carries the
scars of those “rough” times, and still
can't sleep at night because of the
pain from injuries he suffered in

In many ways, unymlhelnr
gotten men of the war. When

great history-book bettles vere fought

in the Pacific — Midway, Guadal
nal, Tarawa — they were far from ﬂ\e
front lines. They raised no victory
flags, liberated no cities. Over the
years, they have become a footnote in
the war's story.

Lut today, Veterans Day, that is
changing. Manny Lawton, a prisoner

Philippines and was largely composed
of Kentuckians. Wilson and more than

mtmslmg
“This is a story that should be told

body told me once that attitudes
wnrdwlrnnm!)yurcychsand
we're coming up on 50 years now.”
Wilson also believes that recogni-
mnuhmmlmgmmm&evm

i

taik about it. But
of war, has written a new book, Some  and made known because it is a part " %
len&pﬂmgr-o!-mrummlmr Survived, that vividly documents of ourhistory.”| he said in a telephone ™ :
‘hardships the men endured. The noted  interview his South Carolina Y

Heumeolmelmmmuus author and oral historian Studs Terkel hane."AM'hnhm?l“le Guard's 35th Tank Company in
mmmm has included accounts of the Philip- been for the men who laid their lives In late 1940, with war =

Japanese in the pine survivors in his new book, The on the line, we might be living under was_induct i
,ﬂ,d.ymwww.,umm Good War, which contains an inter- the Japanese today. %::wyhmna‘;ﬂ.m "
spent the entire conflict as prisoners  VIEW Wit o “T think the iscoming oo Bumulh in the Herald-Leader /Ron Garrison
of war — sick, starved, tortured and And this atteroon in Harrods.  now because the maod of the coury mwmnmwmjy
sl g mm ey e e O :nnd?mh 18 days later, Japen attacked Pearl Jack Wilson was captured by Japanese in early days of
them never came-nome.

Tank mhm 'hu:h!rmlnrhe are

World *War Il. He will receive a Bronze Star today. 4
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AR e
Harbor and the Philippines, thrusting
‘America into the war,
Nmuwmmmmml»
. Lightning -pn\m
of their

“There was no rear echelon on
Bataan,” he said. “Bullets were al-

we could
and ate mem‘ Kiled al the mules
s ‘could

Blmn fell on April 9, 1942,
Wllmnlndﬂrw'n vdeﬂn

-mll bm s the adjacent island of

avay into captivity.

Those captured on Bataan were
herded off into the infamous Death
March, in which about 11,000 men died

Wilson missed the Death March,
m he vmdly remembers the day his
it sur

was sure that they were going t0 pull
mn:;“m at any minute. But instead,
they searched us, took ey we
ad and then tok us “v:;y}m.u
Wison remembers being n 3 suc-
of prison camps in the Philip-
pma - Bﬂlhﬂ with its high walls
;  Cabanatuan,
whzu:l)ortﬂmmﬂusnnnlgm
wes.
T
thing in common — brutal treatment.
Historians have suggested that
the Tpanese used brtaly becase
surrendering in

T dllgn:e and that the

Americans, having surrendered, were
ot deserving of humane treatment.

e
ing in the sun withoot

in

o b g get bsters

2sbigas licken's g gn Wisn
ad byi

, they
hese it poncars, and there would

Often, he sad, the prisoners were

dered into a camp. A few days later,
e sid two menkledte catand e
it

In his book, Lawton said that

was awakened by two men arguing
over who would get the larger portion
of a snake they had just killed.

“1 was a prisoner for three years
and five months, and I never saw a
bucull an eggnrlmo{ milk,”

lson’ said. 1 w
e vas capure, and R
10 105 when [

In September M. Wilson and a

(ew other men were packed onto a
mall 1 od taen 0 prson camps

ondions on the ship were
e said, men
locked below decks in cﬂmped spaces.
‘where they endured searing tropical
heat. One man came down with ap-
pendicits during the trip, he said, but
no medical facilities were made avail-
able. But Wilson said two doctors
suceily cpersted cn the man,
usm; o tade,  fork and

nstuments,
i m u nu conditions were,
who were moved to
so-called

“hell ships” endured even more.
Many, packed into the holds of the
ships ‘where no air circulated, died
from mnnm ‘According to some

accounts, a few men went berserk
{rom heat and thist and tred o kil
the other men. Others died when the
ships were bombed by American pi-
Tots who didn't realize that the craft
carried US. prisoners.
ilson spent the rest of the war at
Niigata, Japan, where he was forced
work as a stevedore. Once he
injured his back in a fall and was
paralyzed for three months, staying in
prison hospital where “every mom-
ing yuu'd ke p od i somebady

Iy, wu-m literally forced
il vl ‘again so that he could
gt out of the hospital, because I was.
sure that it was going (0 drive me
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Wilson in 1943 photo

crazy if I didn't get out of there.”

Freedom did not come until the
Japanese surrender lowing the
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. And today, Wilson says he
has no doubts as to whether the
bombings were proper.

I t hada't been for that atomic
bomb, [ wouldn't be back here today,’
he sai

He said he isn't sure why he
survived when so many others did not,
other than the fact that he had a
strong drive to endure.

“I just kept telling myself that if
‘my mother and father weren't worry-
ing, T could tough it out,” he said. *1
always el that [ could hold out; 1 just

lidn't know how long it would take.”

Over the years, Wilson has tried
o preserve memories, records and
names of those from the Harrodsburg
area who were in the Philippine de-
fense, and those records helped the
National Guard in finding men for
today’s ceremonies.

“There were 66 of us who went,
‘and 29 died, either in prison camps or
on prison Ships,” he said. “Thirty-
seven of us came back, and 14 have
died since then. There are 23 of us still
living.”

Pains from his back injury still
keep Vlllsm lwzke on
and, he have dreams evry
o 2ot 1 co

“I'm really lucky to be back in Ihz
shape I'm in when you realize three
outof four died,” he said. “Bu if they.
ever needed me to go again, 1 would.
I'm no draft dodger.”

Lexington Herald-Leader, Main and
Midiand, Lexington, Ky. 40507

“The information must be received
by Nov. 2. Please include the branch
of service, where he or she is sta
tioned and  litle personal informa-
tion, such as age, the school he or she
attended, and interests and hobbies.
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