News ! Lexington Leader (Lexington, Kentucky) - 9 Mar 1945, Fri - Page 3

by <Dlancestry Downloaded on Jan 30, 2021

@

ll Mercer Men, Liberated |L
'In Philippines, Return |4
L

i HARRODSBURG, Ky, March 9
d | (Special) —First Lt. William Gentry
kgiand Pfc. Field M. (Jack) Reed Jr., | o

rt both of Harrodsburg and both|ex
| members of the 192nd tank bat- | fr
gs | talion of the Mercer county Na-

| tional Guard unit, who were taken | is
| prisoners by the Japanese on Luzon | pj
,ellsland April 9, 1942, have arrived | p
kr | in San Francisco, Callﬁ according | n¢
- \ to word received by relatives here. Jd
.| The men were liberated recently
i | by American soldiers from Caban- | o
atuan interment camp on Bataan. | g

Lieutenant Gentry, son of Mr. |l
and Mrs. James Gentry of Harrods- | F
burg, was leader of the first tank | th
battle which took place in the |
Philippines. Just before he wasi
9 | liberated he wrote his parents,
hs | “Keep the porch light burning and | m
d | the smoke house filled.” | en]
e Private Reed, husband of Mrs. | oy
y | Joanna Ball Coleman Reed and | to
a| son of Mr. and Mrs. Field M. Reed, | lij
d | all of Harrodsburg, formerly was | ty
le-| a stellar football player on the|th
d, | high school team here. He has two | B
he | children, Tommy, 6, and Anita, 4. |
He recently sent a cablegram to his
n | family saying that he was in fair g
condition. fi

The two men, who were among | ad
66 Mercer county men taken pris-
oner at Bataan, are expected to|jo
arrive home soon.

Pvt. Reed Shoemaker, 22, son | W,
of Mr. and Mrs. James Shoemaker, | D
of Harrodsburg, who also was with | ar
the 192nd tank unit and was taken
prisoner on Luzon in 1942 and a
few weeks ago was liberated from F
Bilibid prison.camp in Manila, ar-
rived in the States last week, ac-AF
cording to word received by his |
parents.
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