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S/Sgt. Thomas J. Hudson, Manchester.

Five Kentuckians From

Field M. Reed, Sr., H.lrv;wf\hm..
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B W

- Ber e " lace
As Jap Prisoners menis and filied sheliholes after
s capture on Bataan, until Sep

— tember, 1942, Then he was sent
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By CLARK. to Cabanatuan, and in November
Keniuc of Bataan and Was sent to Nichols Field, where
Co dor take the spotlight in he was forced to use a pick and

Ol Nichola Gl a it shovel to level off the field and
I hen with the help of one other

| I the ward there are five Ken oner cart the dirt n
tuckian, iled for _ the trucks. T

| Philippir ovoried. from 3:30 am: until 7:30
| Harbor or & pm

} oithe Holes Weren't Deep Enough.
| “The group includes 20-yea I at Nichols Field that
Ray Morris, Covington corporal, Reed really got acquainted with
who enlisted in the Army at 15 the Japs. injury
and left the States o month ater REERT mm |..,L.-| those
Cpl. Field M. Reed, farrods- experiences. He was beaten
e of ine 66 Mercer Coun- with 2 pick handle
Japanese  “If (he lower-ranling men had
s Moy, 1043. %/8at trouble with the hig
Owensboro, who they took it out on R
survived the March of Death; Sgt.  of war.” he said. “We were drill.
Arthur Poynter, Cave City, ing holes to dynamite, the da
who already was a veteran of four got the worst beating. The hﬂ\(\
% weren't_deep enough to suit the
Japs. We had them as deep as
one Jap wanted them,
as the others thought they
Should be. So. about six of us
ot beatings

was

when there was no air power left,
J25 astigned & the Marines

Reed Sent to Cabanatuan.

ot quite a few beatings,
A any that were
worse than that one,” he said
“Quite a few of the men were
Behind them are months in beaten to death on work details.”
camps . . . Bilibid and has been in the Kentucky
ian. . . . Months when National Guard only a few weeks
turned into human
men of the group over
6 feet tall dropping to 98 and 100 eral service and became Com-
pounds fonths when' they pany D, 195d Tank Battallion
R e Dl L ST TR e SO T,

Months in hospitals for some of  With the 192d, he and the other
| them because they became too 65 Harrodsburg men to fall into
weak to labor for (hr.)ap the hands of the Japanese were
Reed, the son of Mr. and Mrs. taken prisoner in Apr . As
F— i [LoTIthe ) othex, H.lnnnthmz men
with him, he can’t say. The Army
has asked him not ta reveal any
information
Vhen 1 went home.” he said,
1o 3 hours to get
. Mothers, wives
of the other

e on the street

couldn't tell

of Mr. ands Mrs.

| Forest 'Head, Owensboro, went
overseas with the 17th Ordnance
also was taken

Y,

pr|<nncr on Bataan. He doesn't

like to talk about the '\hnn of

| Death from Bataan to Camp

O'Donnell, but he well remember:
—

C.-3. Photo

KENTUCKY VETERANS of Bataan and Corregidor get together for a game of cards at
Nichols General Hospital. From left, they are Sgt. Arthur Poynter, Cave City; Cpl. Roy
Morris, Covington; S/Sgt. Paul Head, Owensboro; Cpl. Field M. Reed, Harrodsburg, and

Corregidor

' And Bataan In .Spnlhghl At ’Vu'lml.s

to cat

the banana stalke he had
e didn’t get any food for three
he

march, but the Filipinos caused

and would refuse to do what the
Japs told them.

The Owensboro sent
about 15 months a ore at
a port area we

| it

TGk ek and latiof Pleeswhiss
tle weeds and c
him down, and
ended up in the hospital at Bili-
ic s a bed patient for
oA Akt IEConta it e ok
pital about a_year when he was

h
Pursuit Squadron, and was with
Headquarters Squadron o the
e Comma
to the Marines
N R GICoreg dorlareatihe
fall of nd was captured
there. He was released at Bilibid
ast February after spending more
than four years in the Pacific.

Men Kept Up Hope.

Poynter, son of Mr. and Mrs
Cann Poynter, Cave City. went

dug ammunition dumps at Cla
Field and worked on roads :
farms before becoming a patient
at Bilibid. He has been In service

ears.
Throughout the entire ordeal,
the men didn’t give up hope
“We heard rumors about New
York being bombed, Chicago be-
ing shelled by submarines, but
we knew the Americans would
be back,” they said. “We knew it
would be a long time, but we

According to Head, rumor
kept them going. “We would hear

called. “We'd
and then we'd
on Leyte. Our
ually

we got them, so we didn’t get any
news. We just sweated out one
rumor after another. Rumors
kept us going.”
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