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Bur, gin man sur vived privation,
death march in the Pacific
By Evelyn Gander
Staff Writer
BURGIN — Cecil VanDiver
is a grower of roses.
His pink rosebushes stand
graceful, late-summer guard
on each side of the front steps
at the Burgin home that he
shares with his wife, Ruby.
A long way from Manila,
the Philippines, Nov. 20, 1941.
VanDiver’s job with Company
D, 192d Tank Battalion was to
work in the kitchen. looked like little sticks of
Scene by scene, VanDiver wood. (Men) laid down on the
recalled his experiences. He ground all around the mess
detailed some with dialogue, hall. They (Americans) shot
colored in some with humor down one of the planes. I
and framed them all with jumped up and wanted to get
humanity. a better look. (The) Company
He and the rest of the commander — Major
arriving Company bi k — knocked me down. 3
across from Clark Field there  you stay down! Don’t get up
in Manila, the Philippines. until this (is) over!™ Red tree
The men found the canteen bark, he remembered, show-
there — and a little brown ered down all over him as the
monkey named Jocko. Japanese pilots straffed the
VanDiver laughed; Seems the  area.
men liked to let Jocko take If curiosity once almost got
sips of beer. Jocko must've the better of him, cunning
liked it, too: He got whatever  often wound up getting meat
kind of drunk he could get for  for the men.
a monkey, staggered back to Saying they had meat until
his home with the soldiers in the supplies lines were cut off,
the barracks and fell intothe ~ “We cooked horsemeat, killed
nearest available bed. ‘monkeys, cooked lizards. (We
A little over a month were) glad to get any kind of a
passed. It was Dec. 8, 1941. “I  food. I made the coffee. They
was working in the kitchen,” enjoyed the coffee.
VanDiver recalled. “Prettiest “We raided (a) Filipino ‘Staff Photo by Kent Brown
formation of planes (were warehouse (for) coffee. Cecll VanDiver, part of Harrodsburg's Company D, 192d Tank
going by).” A few seconds (Traded it) for dogmeat (with Battalion, holds the Japanese flag he brought back from
must've passed. He thought the) natives.” Manchuria when the war ended. He'd taken it down from a
the planes were American. flagpole outside a restaurant where he'd eaten, the guest of a
“8 hing was dropping) d on Page A8.) Russian ally.
VanDiverl
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Burgin man survived
privation, death
march in the Pacific

(Continued from Page A1)
(According to an account of
Company D's experience:
written by Major General
Arthar Y. Lioyd, adjtant
eral of Kentucky and others of
his staff, in tribute to the men
of Company D, the Clark field
bombing was followed by
amphibious landings by the
Japanese forces. The 192d
Tank Battalion — and
Company D — moved further
into the Bataan Peninsula.
Still, the Japanese were frus-
trated at the skill of the
rican defensive.)

Conditions for the Americans
must have been worsening,
though.

“Not too far from time (of
the) surrender, * VanDiver

membered, “trucks went out
(and brought back little

loaves of bread. They were as

hard as a rock.”
VanDiverremembered that
they were as far ino the

e o ke iy o
go. Seeing an American tank
(and determined that it not be
taken by the enemy), the men
of Company D piled it with
ammunition, poured gasoline

over it and set it on fire.

“The morning (April 9,
1942) we surrendered, Major
Nelson called and told us what
‘was taking place. He had a
loaf of that bread, (someone
else had) some pincapple juice.
We had communion.

(Major General Edward P.
King Jr., leader of the Bataan
forces, surrendered to Major
General Kameichiro Nagano,
according to the adjutant gen-
eral's account.)

at forever came to
Knowy o e Btan Death
March” began (65 mile,
according to the written
account, from Mnnveleu to
San Fernando
i e
camp).
’:‘mm remembered.

rds patrolled the

scouts (would walk) back and
forth If we saw artesian wells
— water (and tried to drink
from them, we were) shot. If
‘you fell out for any reason, you
were automatically killed. T
fell out.

“Albert “Blan” Moore and
(Earl Pratt) spotted me and
took a chance and broke rank
and got me back in the march

Okdahoma (Pratt)— now I
don't know where he got it —
had water in a canteen. “Blan’
had sugar cake. The Filipinos
fed it to their livestock. We
had a feast!

“At night they would herd
us up so close together that
‘you could (sit) up but (you)
couldn't lay down and relax

“Major Nelson made every
step of the march and just as
he got to the camp — went

Commemoration
event Saturday
In honor of the 50th
anniversary of the end of
World War II, there will be a
commemoration ceremony
heguvw\g with a parade at 6
in
Ratodsbu. s ppose will
be to honor and thank the
veterans of World War II,
their families and those who
served onthe ome fort.
inning at
Nanodshurg mgn School and
ending at Narmﬂsbulg
Baptist Church —
Ceremony — Mevcev
County Courthouse yard — 7

p.m.

Open House/Reception —
Mercer County Courthouse
Yard — 8:30 p.m.

through the gates — dropped
nice a person as I'd
ever met.

VanDiver was taken to
Manchuria sometime after-
ward to work for the Japanese
war effort,

He worked at first on a
lathe in a rifle factory. “And 1
turned mine down just a
shade,” he chuckled, and made

n.
Clearly not a rifle-maker,
VanDiver was given  Jumber-

carring job. He detested .

n the Japanese were look-
ing rnr blackamiths, he

his work history

m my grandfa-
e was o blackamce rana 14
worked with him long and
hard),” he just grinned.

When asked about the days
near the War's end, hough, he
turned serio

"We could tll(the

Japanese) were losing by (the)
attitude of the guards,” as he
described a beating he was
given once for being sick

The end came.

“They called everybody in
the barracks, put guards over
us. We heard a lot of noise,
gunfire. We helped one of the
boys get up where he could

‘The soldier yelled out to
the allied tanks filing by.

around and came straight
through the barracks wall
The Russian soldiers lined the
Japanese guards up against
the wall, took lhelr rifles and
gave them to

soners minutes hefore, the
Americans became gu:

VnnDlver described, “We

went to Mukden — a camp.
It'd been hit (by the
er od, cigarettes,

the food, nobody went to bed.”

He laughed, “(We ate
many) canned peaches. (We'd)
get sick. (Then we'd) eat some
‘more. 1 still like canned peach-
es”

VanDiver?2
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