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Settlements In Old Virginia 
and the Holston Valley 

Causes That Led Ploneers Into Ken- 

- tucky From The Older Settled 

’ Reglons. 

+ (By George Chinn, Jr.) 

During the Pre-Revolutionary pe- 
riod, the great Valley of Virginia be- 
tween the Blue Ridge and the Alle-| 
ghenies, was far the most inviting re- 
gion in America for frontier settle- 
-ment; for it was extremely fertile, 
was accessible from egstern Virginia, 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, and was 
free from troublesome Indians. It 
containéd a stretch of some three hun- 
dred miles of beautiful rolling lands— 
from its highest part gradually de- 
scending northeastwardly about two 
hund miles along the valley of the 
Shenandoah to the Potomac, and 
southwestwardly about half that dis- 
tance along the valley of the Holston 
_to western North Carolina and north- 
eastern Tennessee. 

The Holston 1s joined by the Watau- 
, a little mountain stream. _ Along 

he Holston and Clinch were many 
small gatherings, collectively called 
“The Holston" and by the Kentucky 
pioneers more often termed ‘‘the Set- 
tlement.” Still farther west, on the 
waters of the Clirchi River in Powell's 
Valley, in what is- now the extreme 
Southwestern point of Virginia, were 
less populated settlements. 
«There were clearings and pioneer 
homes widely scattered - from one 
end of the great valley to the other, 
There was. war -and the Revolution 
during the twelve interyening years. 
The number of immigralhts in the val- 
ley increased considerably ahd some 
of them penetrated the Alleghenies 
and settled along the. banks of “the 
Kanawha, the Monengahela, and other 
upper tributaries of the Ohio. 

Several causes combined to make 
the Virginians the pioneers in the set- 
tlement and winhing of the trans- 
Allegheny wilderness - during the 

eighteenth century= 
“ comparative nearness and their col- 
ony's charter title to the most acces- 
siple and desirable part of it; another 
was the 
Wouth of the Ohio. A third cause 
-was the intense individualism of the 
Virginia pioneer people and their pe- 
culiar adaptability for frontler life 
and warfare. They were often farm- 
ers and stock raisers, accustomed to 
living far from any neighbors and not 
averse to moving farther into the 
wilds for more and richer lands. In 
this they differed from the New &ng- 
land people, who, inclined to [ive 

> closér t6 qne another, adhered to the 
Puritan township method of granting 
lands and usually migrated in groups 

sand settled in communities.. 
The difference may be explained, in 

great measure, by-the- fact that. the 
pioneers who settled west of the Al- 
leghenies and fought for their country 
were almost exclusively from Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina,. and south- 
western -Pennsylvania—of which the 
Jatter region was, until the outbreak 

of the Révojution, claimed and gov- 
erned by Virginia and mainly inhabit 
ed by Virginians. - : 

. A large part of the settlers in the 
Valley of Virginia. were Scotch and 
Séoteh-Irish Presbyterians whose re- 

“Rliglous persecutions had driven them 
<~ from Europe. They were of a strong- 

‘fibered, individualistic, militant race, 
intensely religiois and resolute for 
freédom. Reading: the Bible them- 
selves and teaching their children to 
read it; they deemed essential to sal- 
vation; and certainly, there was not 

"a better educator. The result was that 
there were few who did not read and 
write fairly, well; and, judging from 
their letters, they scem to have been 

+ more highly educated than any of 
the other frontier peoples -— more 
highly, perhaps, than was common 
among the seaboard colonists. 

For ages Kentucky had been the 
frontler hunting ground of the many 
Indians living north of the Ohio and 
south of the Tennessee. It was well 
called the “dark and bloody ground” 
for it was often their field of battle, 
{ts geographical location, separating 
these northern and southern Indians, 
proved a fact of very great import- 
ance during the the Revolutionary 
War, for it exposed the towns of the 
savages to flank attacks from the 
future Kentucky inhabitants. Being 
uninhabited, the Cumberland Gap of- 
fered the apex of an entering 
wedge for pioneer settlements. 

GAP INTU KENTUCKY 
Cumberland Gap Is, perhaps, the 

best known ‘mountain pass in North 

> 

America. It has had an outstanding 
part in the history making of the 

: terday. The Alleghenies and the 
rriers to holde back the westward 

« settler. The Gap in the Cumberlands 
is-one of the few gateways that has 

, made travel easier. Then, too, the cut 
“made by _.the Cumberland : River 
through Pine Mountain, at a point al- 

most opposite and due north of Cum- 
berland Gap, makes a double door. 
way. Although Doctor Walker called 
this “Cave Gap,” ‘he later called it 
“Cumberland Gap.” He named it 
after William Augustus, the Duke 
of Cumberland, a son of George II 
and Queen Caroline. William Au- 

stus was a soldier in command, in 
745; in Flanders. In the last battle 

fought he defeated, with great 
slaughter, the Highland forces, refus- 
ing quarter to the wounded and pris- 
oners. on calls him “The Butch- 
er,” Some, whose sympathies were 
with the Highlanders, ‘Were disap- 
pointed that the beautiful mountains 
of the Appalachians, this Gap, and a 
most scenic river, should carry his 

© name, It is claimed that many pio- 
neers, in the early days, endeavored 
to call them ‘“‘Quasioto’—the Indian 

© name, rather than give honor to the 

Puké of Cumberland, 
The easterly side of the main ran 

of- the Cumberland rises -abruptly 
perhaps 1500 feet to make a wall in 
many. places hardly scaleable-by' the 

most expert mountain climber. Thus, 
Cumberland Gap, cut wedge-like out 
of the main ridge, affords a conven- 
fjent pathway into Kentucky. 

Beasts of the forest obviously were 
first to find the gap in the Cumber- 
Cumberlands towered aloft as natural 
Gap pass. . The hoot-owl -shrieked, 
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the cricket chirped and the moon, 
rising above the Pinnacle, cast its 
reflected light t8 make quéer shad- 
ows sweep the valley a quarter mile 
beneath. It was a scene of enrap- 
turing charm in the evening, when 
the towering pines and firs were light- 
ly veiled and delicately softened. be-. 
hind ‘a summer haze. 

It is said that on the Pinnacle-the 
warrior chieftains gathered for-coun- 
cil, . ed their pipes, @anced their 
war dances, and signaled out for 
countless miles to their tribesmen. 
Here, it is said, their war cries went 
forth, to echo and re-echo against 
mountain after mountain, which, 
like 80 many teeth, push their heads 
into the heavens. The Indians called 
the Gap by the name ‘“Quasioto.” 

The French have the distinction of 
being the first white men to pass 
through the gap and into this section 
of Kentucky. Their marks left by 
hunters and trappers were found by 
Dr. Thom#s Walker near the Pinna- 
cle. There they had carved, on beegh 
trees, some large crosses—testimbn- 
ials of their religious faith. No other 
record .of their identify was left. 

It was in 1784 that efforts were 
made toward -exploration of the in- 
lands west of the Alleghenies and.on 
beyond Cumberland Gap. In that 
and the succeeding year two large 
land. companies were formed in Lon- 
don under Royal Charter. The Loyal 
Land Company, with authority to sur- 
vey and locate 800,000 acres of land, 
now a part--of - Kentucky; and the 
Ohio Company, authorized ta locate 
500,000 acres beyond the Kanawha 
and Ménongahela rivers. Dr. Thomas 
Walker was engaged to make the 
first exploration and Christopher Gist 
was engaged to lead the second. These 
two men were the first to leave a rec- 
ord of their observations. Their jour- 
nals. are available today. Since Dr. 
Walker had charge of exploration ia] 
the Cumberland vicinity, portions of 
his journal are interesting in connec- 
tion with this story. 

He was born jn Ki and Queen 
county, Virginia, in 1715—his ances- 
tors having come from Staffordshire, 
England, in 1650. Theirs’ was a stur- 
dy planter's stock which constituted 
the most respectable and influential 
element of the colonial population. 
Walker's wife, .avhose maiden name 
was Mildred Thornton, was a second 
cousin of George Washington. 
= 

BOONE'S ATTEMPT TO 
SETTLE KENTUCKY 

With the coming of John Finley 
into the Yadkin Valley. Boone's ca- 
reer really began, especially that part 
in which we are vitally interested re- 
garding the building of the Wilder- 
ness Road 4nd the. exploration of 
Kentucky, Up to the present time 
Boone had done ‘little to set himself 
up as the hunter and scout he is re- 
membered to be, At this time he was 
thirty-five years old, Two of his 
three military campaigns had been 
miserable failures and his life had 
been spént. as many other young pio- 
neers—roaming, hunting, fishing, and 
studying nature. However, with the 
coming of Finley and his many stories 
of Kentucky-—such as the fertility ot 
the soil, the plentitude of wild ani- 
mals, the exceeding abundance of 
cane, the natural beauty of the land, 
the exceptional frequency of rivers 
and their tributaries—Boone's old 
ambition was renewed andthe svas led 
to ‘anticipate the possible realization 
of his greatest dream—the explora- 
tion and settling of Kentucky. 

Such an undertaking would be im- 
prudent without a company of true 
woodsmen. With this problem “in 
mind he collected about himself a 
group of “thirty guns,” among whom 
were Finley, John Stuart, a brother- 
in-law of Boone, and three other set- 
tlers of the Yadkin Valley. They left 
the valley on that memorable day, 
September 25, 1773, which is of the 
utmost concern and importance in the 
history of Pioneer Kentucky. They 
must have presented an pressive: 
yet sinister spectable as they left 
their homes, with their wives and 
children, all having had families ex- 
cept John Finley. have no rec- 
ord of any unwillingness of those 
families to enter into this tremen- 
dous and difficult task. It seems that 
the true American blood and love of 
adventure rushed through the veins of 
men and womeh alike. Forfeit and 
suffering was not unusual—the com- 
forts of home life and an assurance 
of what the next day would bring 
forth was by far more ‘out of the or- 
dinary. 

The trail into Cumberland Gap was 
rather the extraordinary. To em- 
bark on such ‘a pilgrimage does just 
credit to the courage and hardihood 
of such women as Rebecca Boone and 
the other women who composed the 
inspirational element. As a result of 
the failure of Pontiac's uprising, 
1763 to 1763, little danger was anti-’ 
cipated at the very beginning of the 
journey. In recognition of this fact 
and that treaties resulting from the 
above mentionéd fallure had so re- 
cently been Signed, they did not deem 
it necessary to prepare themselves 
immediately with anything more than 
the common measures of defense. 
They, were planning for a trip made 
more: arduous rather by natural ob- 
stacles—for the greater part of their 
trip would have to .be made along 
narrow, vine-choked trails, often be- 
set along the precipitous and difficult 
ascents and descents, continually ha- 
rassed by briers and thorns.” Know- 
ing these things beforehand, Boone's 
party were equipped with only the 
absolute necessities for existence dur- 
ing the journey. . The main coursé of 
sustenance heing supplied daily by 
groups of two or three leaving the 
main party to hunt meat on the trail 
and returning with whatever. fate 
might throw across their path. ‘Often, 
along the narrow ridges, it was neces- 
sary for the women and children to 
travel afoot alongside the men. The 
nights probably offered, to those not 
so well fitted tfor such adventure, the 
greatest horrors: Instead of living i 
the canvas-coveréd wagons, as they 

had been in the practice of doing up 
to this time, they were forced ta sleep 

which was full of - wild, -viclous .ani-J 
mals; while in spite of all signed pa- 
pers and verbal promises of peace, 
the woods further on would still, be 
full of scalp-seeking Indians. 
Enduring such- hardships as these 

required a physical condition at its 
best. Consequently, when hunting 
was poor and energy supplying foods 
were not obtainable, -and since the 
food they had was meagre, their suf- 
fering wag increased a hundredfold. 
Yet the invaders were full of joy and 
hope at the prospect of yreaching a 
richer and” more: permanen¥ residence 
—even though with the remote possi- 
bility of a peaceful home. _ = 

The trail known as the Old Settle- 
ment Road was nothing more than a 
glorified path. Its beginning has 
been a subject of much disc on 
nevertheless jits first importange¥to 
early Kentucky began on the banks 
of the Yadkin River in North Caro- 
lina-anhd- it was from this point that 
Daniel Boone, after, painting verbal 
pictures of the earthly paradise, to- 
gether with Finley's contributions and 
able descriptions_of what was to be 
found beyond the mountains, induced 
the three other above mentioned fam- 
ilies, with his own, to accompany 
him to Kentucky. ~ \ - 

One can almost see the pack horses, 
laden with various kitchen plunder 
of the frontier family, The women 
rode side-saddle, with the children too 
young to walk held close in their 
arms, while they carried beside them 
on the saddle little buckskin bags con- 
taining gourd seed, which, if history 
is to be held accountable, was na- 
ture’s most useful gift to mankind. 

The boys in their “teens,” wide- 
eyed with excitement at the possibility 
of settling in a place where game and 
fish were plentiful even beyond the 
most remote dreams of their fancy, al- 
ways insisted .on pushing ahead of 
the party—serving the triple capacity 
of hunter, scout and pathfinder. It 
was much to the pride, and sometimes 
to the amusement of their fathers, 
when at times the youngsters became 
lost and had to be tracked down by 
Lthe elder woodsmen. Upon being re- 
turned to the fold they were victims 
of much jesting and often it was sug- 
gested that a cow bell be attached, in 
order that when their roaming. car- 
ried them to such a distance that the 
ringing of the bell became faint, they 
could be called back. 

The men were dressed in the pic- 
turesque fashion of the day. Buck- 
skin breeches, hunting shirt’ worn on 
the outside, as far down“as the knees, 
and. a belt that fairly bristled with 
tomahawks, hunting knives and bul- 
let pouch. The hunting shirts had 
large pocket across the chest, which 
was divided in the center—o6n one 
side was carried the journey cake 
and other’ provisions, while the other 
half of the pocket held loose powder, 
to be used to sprinkle the pan of their 
fint-lock rifles. 

If this brief description will suffice, 
let us pick up our story a short hour 
before dawn, 1773, when Boone's par- 
ty, leaving their homes on the Yad- 
kin, turned their faces away from 
the breaking gay and" followed the 
sun's course.westward. With th ris- 
ing of the fog from the valleys they 
could see to the left, smoke rising 
from the cabins of Salisbury. They 
continue to press onwards to the little 
hamlet of Kilkesbore that was situat- 
ed at the foot of the mountain range, 
later to be-known as the Big Smokies. 
At this place they came to a halt, as 
it was the last of the settlements un- 
til they should cross the mountains 
and reach the valley on the other side. 

From: this point onwardg the road 
began a more pronounced ascent and 
in a wanderi manner wound {ts 
way along the “backbone” of the 

‘Ifoothills of the Appalachians. When, 
upon reaching the summit, they 
found themselves on a broad plateau, 
Boone was thoroughly at home, fig- 
uratively speaking, for he had pre- 
viously built a cabin near the spring 
which paralleled the trail. He had 
used this cabin time and time again 
on his many hunting and scouting: 
forays into Kentucky, in his attempt 
to'find a pass in the mountains which 
would enable him to take a party of 
settlers through. ~ It is recorded that 
they remained at this point for a few 
days, after which Boone led them 
down the plateau to a point called by 
the Indians “Blowing Rock”—an od- 
dity of nature with a sheer drop of 
several thousand feet and where an 
upward current of air was continu-, 
ous, with sufficient velocity and force 
to support and blow fairly heavy ob- 
jects back to the brink if thrown 
over. It is legendary that Indians used 
this a place for executions of oth- 
ers £han their own tribes, and cap- 
tives binding them and then casting 
them into the upward rushing stream 
of air and, if the air forced them 
back up fo safety, they were releas- 
ed or declared innocent. If they did 
not come back they were dashed %o 
pieces on the rocks a.quarter of a mile 
below, consequently ~they must all 
have been guilty. From _this lofty: 
summit there was stretched before 
them a panorama of the entire coun- 
tryside. They could see for miles and 
miles back over the valleys through 
which- they hdd no recently come. 

LOOKING INTO KENTUCKY 
It is easy to imagine the feelings 

of the. women and children as they 
strained their eyes into the space oe- 
fore them, trying to pick out in the 
distance familiar land marks tha: 
permitted them once again, and per- 
haps for the last time, to gaze on the 
only homes they had ever known. To 
the east of them were their cabing— 
not spacious but comfortable—their 
relatives, their friends, an access to 
civilization which was essential in 
times of dire need, either medical or 
spiritual, All their lives they had 
seen the sun come up above the pines 
in the flat country oceanward from 
the Yadkin but from now on every 
sun rise-was-but to remind them of 
this mountain which stood as a bar- 
rier between themselves and home, 

A little farther on :there was a 
place where one could see to the west 

a considerable distance. 

a blue unbroken line like a cloud 
bank, It is to be believed, from a 

|study of their type, that they ‘did not 
out in"the open and unprotected wil- 
deness which surrqun led them and 

The Cum-| 
in |berland range extended for miles in 

sire a view.of that section at close 
range—and the soonor the better. 

After the party'had been refresh- 
ed, additional vension killed and jerk- 

ed for the journey, they. prepared for 
the descent down the mountains into 
the valley below. It was not an un< 

wise decision for they had gone on 
ly a comparatively short.distance be- 
fore one ,of the party found evidence 
of a Cherokee war party, This was 
the heart of the Cherokeé” country 
and “Dragging Canoe,” the war chief 
of all the Cherokees, had been har- 
assing the Holston and Clinch river 

-|Sgttlements until the mere mention 
of his name made one shudder at the 
fiendish acts attributed to him and 
his warriors - touting parties com- 
posed of crack woodsmen went a- 
nead to prevent’ an ambuscade, while 
the remainder of the party were con- 
stantly on the alert—even the break- 
ing of a limb might bring to their 
ears the dread scalp halloo -of the 
Cherokees. In this atmosphere of 
dread anxiety the little caravan wend- 
ed its way . down the treacherous 
slopes and over obstructions that to- 
day would seem impossible, even to 
one on foot. Nor were they without 
mishaps, for one horse, losing his 
footing in the loose rocks and leaves, 
fell and rolled over a clif—killing 
himself in the creek bed below. For- 
tunately it was a pack horse without 
a rider and after recovering the bag 
gage -they distributed it on the -re- 
maining horses, thus continuing: the 
tortuous descent until they crossed 
Wolf's Creek and stood in the Val- 
ley of the Holston. Now, for the 
first time, they could build fire and 
prepare food.” While they had been 
in the Indian country they had had 
cold bear and deer meat and journey 
cakes—the latter prepared on the 
hearth ‘of their homes on the Yadkin, 

, The flat country gave them addi- 
tional security by allowing them, in 
case of sudden attack, to throw their 
horses—their hind and fore legs In 
such a position they could make no 
attempt to arise—then placed their 
bodies in a circle. ‘The pack saddles 
already on the backe of the horses, 
fully loaded, made sufficient arma- 
ment to ward off bullets and arrows 
of the attacking Indians. Behind this 
crude but effective shelter the men 
would fire while the women loaded the 
long barrel rifles. The children would 
be made to lay their little bodies close 
against the stomachs of the horses, 
thereby being not only completely hid- 
fer, but out &6f thé way of the defen- 
érs. : or ) 
The journey “from the banks of 

Wolf Creek to the Block House was 
of little interest and uneventful. Ful- 
ly seventy-five per cent of the time 
was spent in the fording and ferrying 
of the innumerable streams of the 
vicinity. Crossing.the head of the 
south fork of the Clinch river, they 
pushed on to Laurel Creek, which 
they crossed and again re-crossed 
where it flows into the north fork of 
the Holston, Here the trail ran par- 

again re-crossing the river at regu- 
lar intervals until reaching Cartér'a 
Valley, in which. place was located 
the block house of Captain John An- 
derson. Captain Anderson was born 
in Augusta county, Virginia, on May 
6th, 1750, and on the third day of 
January, twenty-five . years later, he 
married Rebecca Maxwell. It is be- 
lieved that he established hig block 
house early in 1773. We have record 
of his having been at Fort Blackmore 
in“1774 and from there returning to 
his own stockade—thus Implying its 
existence at that time. Captain An- 
derson’s block house played a large 
part in the gettling of Kentucky, Its 
location made it ideal for the assem- 
bling of travelers since the roads 
from the East, North and South 
brought the wayfarer to this point. 
This block house was also the last 
frontier station. before reaching Big 
Moccasin Gap which was, in reality, 
the gateway to the Indian Country— 
for at Mocassin Gap began. the ‘“War- 
riors Path” while about thirty-five 
miles to the East wag Little War Gap 
—the only two gaps passable in the 
Little Clinch mountain range. The 
Warriors Path drove straight North 
through Cumberland Gap in a re- 
markably direct line until it reached 
the banks of the Ohio river, where it 
connected withthe Sciota trail, which 
continued northward again to Lake 
Erie—ending at the exact spot on 
which Sandusky now stands. This 
path was not only narrow but was 
packed hard by the countless war 
parties that shuttled north and south 
with the seasons—being the much us- 
ed and bloody thoroughfare of the 
Shawnees, Cherokees, Delawares, 
Wyandottes, Mingoie, 
the dreaded Iroquols. 

- We digressed only-for an explan- 
ation as to the relative position and 
important part the block house play- 
ed in Boone's attempt to first settle 
in_Kentucky—for it was heré that he 
rested his party and later persuaded 
quite a number ta accompany him 
northward on this first trip into Ken- 
tucky. a 

With the common medium of ex- 
change of that day the little y 
bought more powder and lead, re- 

journey bread, and were again ready 
to face the perils of the wilaerness— 
but not, however, until Boone had a- 
gain used- his discriptive powers to 
entice them with his stories of broad 
acreg covered with cane, of fertile 
fields that were waiting to be taken, 
and the numerous springs and 
streams that abounded with fish. 
Such word pictures appealed tremen- 
dously to these frontier folk and 
when Boone's party "left the block 
house more than thirty people had 
joined them. This additional strength 
in numbers made them feel ecompara- 
tively safe. With light hearts they 
waved farewell to Captain Anderson 
and, crossing “Long Island’*‘héaded 
for the barely visible niche in the 
foothills of Clinch Mountain,* hither- 
to described as Big Moccasin Gap. 

Up ‘to this time, in spite of their 
fears, they had not been molested by 
marching Indians. Now the story 
takes a slightly different turn. Little 
did they know the deadly trap the 

tarry long at that spot—it-being more 
consistent with their nature to de- 

Indians wefe laying and which was 
soon to startle them into the. reality 

Rn, 

allel with the river for several miles, 

Cayugas and 

paired their harness, haked more {{-- 

of thé cruel and uncivilized slaughter 
practiced by those roaming ; 
war;parties. This first great tragedy 

blow from out of thin air. Sec¢ming- 
ly there was nothing to-fear from the 
Indians, and yet, it wap the sly, cun- 
ning red man who was to delay thé 
first settlement of Kentucky to '& 
later date and thereby deprive Boone 
of laying the plans and erecting Ken- 
tucky’s first fort. - . = 

Boone, as had been arranged, made 
camp pending the arrival of expect- 
ed addition and reinforcements. While 
at this camp he sent out his oldest 
son, James, with two other men to 
visit a settlement jon Clinch river, to 
dbtain fresh sappliés. From their 
camp it was not more than a day’s 
journey to the settlement and back. 
With. the approach of sunset and no 
sign of the return of James and the 
other two men, Boone, wondered if all 
was wel], James, in the meantime, 
had arrived at Russell's settlement on 
the river, had obtained the desired 
necessities, and, with some of the 
Clinch river people, was returning to 
the camp of his father. Unfortunate- 
ly, in the dusk of the evening, they 
lost the trail and were forced un- 
knowingly, to-spend the night with- 
in five miles of their destination. In 
their preparation of the evening meal, 
fires were built and the upward curl- 
ing stream of smoke attracted two 

ing fiendish desire for more scalps 
proved the downfall of all but one of 
the missing party. These Indians 
planned - an ambuscade such as is 
common in Indian warfare. 

INDIAN AMBUSH 
It was the habit of the ploneers to 

move only those obstructions which 
made progress impossible. The In- 
dians would place a tree along the 
trail and then line both sides of the 
path sufficiently far back so that the 
entire party to be ambushed could be 
fired upon from both. sides, the full 
le of their company. James, his 
two friends, and the obliging Clinch 
river settlers, fell into such a trap 
the following morning while search- 
ing for thelr lost road. It was prob- 
ably farthest frum their worst expec- 
tations that on the previous day the 
two Shawnee warriors had scaled the 
pinnacle at Cumberland Gap and, af- 
ter building a hot fire, placed on fit 
green wood and brush, which threw 
off a dense smoke, and by holding a 
damp blauket over it compressed it 
to the extent that its sudden release 
shot skyward great puffs of white 
smoke. This was a signal to all the 
Indians in the vicinity to assemble 
for a council. To this gathering of 
Indians, Panther, the son of the chief 
explained that twd™f his hunters 
had discovered a party of whites, ev- 
idently, 
Cumberland Gay and into Kentucky. 
The Indians had never allowed even 
their own race to defile their sacred 
hunting grounds by making homes 
there. Now, the pale face white man, 

viously intending to invade the ‘dark 

Indian |thig’ “pow-wow” plans for 

that entered Boone's life came.as a} 

Shawnee Indians, whose overwhelm-. 

intending to go through} 

not content with his own lot, was ob-- 

and bloody ground” As a result 
ambush 

of the whole party were laid, - 

ned that only one man- . 
Shadrach, a negro. stence- ~ 
futile-and impossible, so deadly and 
sudden was the onslaught—and on 
neither side of the ravine did the In-— - 
dian give an inch. Even as the small 
and greatly out-numbered party tried 
to defend: themselves and sell their 
lives as dearly as possible, others 
sank back, riddled with bullets, plerc- 
ed with arrows, or brained with tom- 
ahawks and war hatchets. Shad- 

growing into the very image of. 
father. He was stalwart, intélligen 
brave, and but seventeen years old 
Daniel, in spite of the crushing news,’ 

portrayed the true sacrificial spirit of 
the American frontiersman. He had 
long been familiar with Indian walr- 
fare, but unti] now it had been im- 
personal—the " red man against the 
white. But. now—one of : the great: 
toll had been his own! His entire at- = 
titude toward the -Indian changed. 
He felt a personal interest in their 
utter annihilation and extinction, =~ 

AS Daniel Boone rode from the 
scene of the massacre with Shadrach 
these thoughts were running through 
his mind—and we cannot justly blame 
him for his hatred of the Indidn. We, 
who have never known the horrors. 
of an ambuscade and the torturé of . 
the stake, cannot judge too severely, 
or condemn the spirit of unreasoning 

‘| revenge which permeated the very bes 
ing and _every-action of tlie early plo- 
neer in his dealing with’ thé Indian-- 
during those troubulous times. =. °- 

It-was a sad party that encircled - 
the open grave and with bowed heads 
paid a last tribute to the murdered 
lad. The Reverend Thomas Hick- 
man, from Russell's Settlement, per- 
formed the simple rites of the early. 

The ambush was so sleverly plan- 

his - 
t, - 

5 

‘burying.” As the rough boxes that 
contained all that remained mortal of 
the scalpers’ victims were lowered in 
one large grave, he raised his hand 
and in a clear voice repeated: “Oh 
God, Whose nature and property is ev- 
er to have mercy and to forgive, re- 
ceive our humble petition. And tho 
we be tied and bound by: the ruth- 
lesmmess of the hand bf the vandal, yet 
let the pitifulness~of thy great mercy - 
loose us. For vengeance is our and we 
shall repay—for the honor of Jesus 
Christ, sour mediator and advocate. 
Amen.” ; ~ A cI 

DEFINTE PROOF 

Teachér—‘Johnny, who was Aune 
Boleyn?” : Foe 
Johnny—*“Anne Boleyn was a.flat 

iron.” > 

mean ?” ; 
Johnny—*“Well, it says here in the } 

history book ‘Henry, having dispos- 
ed of Catherine, pressed his suit with 
Anne Boleyn.” 2d 

m= ! 
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Try an ad tn our Classified column. 
v - = h) < 

pig BEET 

Ww oo ASAIN OFFER YoU kt 

‘Some Real Bargains | ° 

In Higlr Gfade Foods | 

Friday, Saturday, 

7 

Fo 

Monday | 
small size 10¢ 

Heinz Catsup- 
Beechnut Catsup 

Wesson Oil .. : 
Beechnut.Chile Sauce ........... large size 28¢ 

large size 17Y,c 

pint 23¢. 

Tuna Fish .._- 

Old Fort Coffee ....... : 
Country Gentleman Corn-..3 No. 2 cans 25¢ 

‘(our blend) 2 Ibs. 29¢ 

..2b¢ sige 19¢ 
K-C Baking Powder ".10c size 5¢ 

Sc 
wits 

116 E. Lexington St. 

Be sure and bring them to us 

There is no substitute for QUALITY. 

PriestGrocery & Meat M 
~~ © We Deliver a 

* Phone ot, fe 

Teacher—“What on earth do you ‘: 
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