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ntion of tslc mags grave reporriod b:,r',thc Ja\?\qnogs-ugzﬂafc;g?-
Japaneso charactors), (120 — 167 -O0"E;
Yis grave wero roperted by the Japancse to
1 ;. ENOURL while the ship was anchoring in
0 harbor of Talkmo, U,S. Carrier planes attacking the ship 9 January
1945 scorcd at least three diroct hits, A roster of personnel killed
was obiained from the Japanose,

matisn and Temoval of the bodiecs was made by Lt. Robert
William D, Rickards, Lt, Ben York, T,I’S Wilfred P.Y,

« Iarrie Fosoy,

On the 24 May '4€, we arrived in Takao and nade prelininary
~onents for our wnrk, the next day a survey excavatinn was made
extent and exact leation of the grave, alsn %o gei
sope idos of the conditlion of the todies, On 27 May, 30 coolies wero
used to romove tke cand fron an area 18 foct wide, 75 feot long, and
15 foet deoop., The sreve ic located on tho beach and fine sand contine
wally fell into the excavation. The firast day, Pfe. Lacey O. JENKINS
was identified by his identification tace and twonty (20) bodies wore
romovod, rovealing mothinz but tones. 6mall items of clnthing were
fonund and were placed with the bodies, Ho shnes were found in the
cntire grave,

On the 28 ¥ay wo returnod to tho arave, twonty—fivo (25) bodies
were removed, We npened the grave enmush to-day whore we could sce
almost overytning plainly, The bodics woro hopelossly mixed and woro
laid in no cortain order, but wore pllod on top of one another, Sand
end boros were mixed in ome large mase, Caro was taken to separate all
bndios cnrroectly and to match identification S S e e
with tho right bodies,

Ou 29 ¥ay wo exinined two mindred and forty two (243) Todiec
ROGER &, BENSON, 0-302634 was idontificd by hia identification t;cu
1,0, GESGOXICH, 19C16633; HOMER N, HAMMOND, 6VS5430; and GEORGE A,
VANARFDALL 0371366 was identified in the sanc way, The same d
while rnning tho sand thru scroon sift boxos, one Elgin b ?y'ld)
was found bolonging to let Sgt, L.5. SMITH, and was ongraved ntﬁnthc
follovins i=aeription: "Prosonted o 1st Sgb. L, SHITH upon robi
ent by Zlst infantry frienda"., Ogt. Smithis body was mat mant!.;i;d

.
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tho
30 May 1946, twenty-four (24) badles worc exlmmed making
4tal Tigse to thros hundred and oleven (311) bodiss, On the 30th no

Tndics were identified,
Tho noxt five daye were uaed tn box the bndies and propare thom
*  for chipnont to Taiholku,

The ~rave was thorsushly dug out, 18 ft wide, 75 £t lonz and 16
ft, deep; overy day sand which driftod and caved in was remnved, All
of tho sand was aifted, MNo ovidence of cromation was found,

Tho idontification tagp arc with tho bodles of the identificd
personnol, R0GER 5, BENSON 0-302636 is in Box $ T-307, Y 0.
is in Box #T-308, M,J, GREGORICE 19016633 in box # 309, H. EAMNOWD
£785.530 in box # 510 and GEORGE A, VANDARSDALL 0-~371366 is in Box #1-311,
Fox mumber T-l te T-206 are unknovm bodies, g
Sodics arc mow in Taihihokn warehouse awaiting ehipment to Graves
Iv -igtration, Shanghal, G%:iha._ : -

/= ROBERT W, camp
ROEERT W. CHUMP
© 1st L& OCAV i
i Cormanding, Toam & 9

e

'
Inels: E:n Goldwatch of Sgt, Smith i
3 (D) Statomoht of OH) HAT MAT (Jepanono oharacters) Addross # 30, i -

PIUCONNEL MAXING ZXNTMATION: - R

1st Lt HOBTRT W, CHMP
lst 13, WILLIAM D, RIgmanns
= 3nd Lt Zon York
. T/3 WILFRED P,Y¥, oAy
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Yoy wame 1s GHO Maz MAT ( Sninose charactors)
% 1ive at # 30, Nakaou, Takao Oity (Japanoso cl_nrantore)
My ocoupation is tarber.

Oa aheat-12 January last year, 10 Amorieans 50 or B0 Japanoso
snldiers and 56 Formosan coolies, took on the task of burying S
a grent mmbor of Anerican POW!s at NAXASU Beach, across from Takao
City, Tho bodies (200 o 300) bad come from across tho ‘harbar by
rafte, Tho burial took about two daye. Although the Japanose keph 3
civilians away, I vas in the arca and Jmow sbout tho case, Althouzh 3
I wes not pormitted to sce the bni:inl, I wont to tho spot shortly
aftorwards, and found ;wtdenqn of a large lonz grave, I saw no ovi-

‘dence of othor fresh zraves on tho beach,

A4 woele ago, Anericans canc to the burial site and extumed the =
boddes, Tho large kole thoy @us vas wider and lonsor than tho orizinal
..-l_mln.. Fron ny ctsorvation of the place after the burial and “ _—

s
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