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r|'1 ired of viewing the world through

the eyes of the men behind the

tiesonnetwork TV? Well unfor-
tunately there have been few alternatives.
Up until now. Welcome to Obviously
Women, a thirty -minute commercial-free
show produced, directed and staffed by
area women who feel it is time to sec
Rhode Island through the eyes of Rhode
Island women. The THIRD WAVE met
with Director Toni Salisbury; Berry Jean
Murray, Production Assistant and Inter-
viewer; Carol Dunbar Skoglund, Produc-
tion Coordinator; and Nancy Harrison,
First Camera Operator and occasional
News Commentator to discuss the impor-
tance of women in the media.

TTW: How and why did Obviously
Women begin?

TS: This is run by a group of women
called Airwave Women. Itstarted offasa
group of women who produceda women's
music show at U.R.I. on WRIU...and we
still do that. Berry was affiliated with
Airwave Women and one day she came up
tomeand said, "Toni, we'regonnadoat.v.
~ show." AndIsaid, "Oh yeah? Whatkind
of t.v. show?" Shesaid, "I don'tknow, but
I told this woman we would do one."

BJM: I heard about public access televi-
sion and how basically it was a way to get
general information out that you wanted
to. Idid some research to see how really
you would get started, and Mary Lou
Palumbo's name was given tome. (Mary
Lou is Public Access Coordinator at
Heritage Cable). It seemed to be the
perfect extension of Airwave Women.
Another media with the same theme, which
is women-affirmative production.

OBVIOUSLY WOMEN

An Interview

by Mary Ann T. Rossoni

Berry Jean Murray, Interviewer and Production Assistant, Obviously Women

tion for people, give them something new
to think about.

TTW: What kinds of issues have you
addressed?

C.D.S: We've had the Women's Resource
Center on talking about violence against
women. We've had therapists on talking
aboutadultchildren of alcoholics. We had
a show on the homeless, another on reli-
gion and oppression. We're trying to be a
public service to people to let them know
about the resources available to them.

B.J.M: Nancy came up with the name
Obviously Women, and I think ithasborne
true in that we have a show that hopefully
getsoutevery woman'sopinion. Well , we
can't do every woman's opinion, but as
many types of views on the topic that we
would like to display. I would say that we
in this room are feminists but not every
opinion we have displayed on this show
reflects that.

TTW: Would you say thatamajority of
the women in the state do not consider
themselves to be feminists?

B.J.M: Well, there still seems to be, at
least what I see , a common theme of
where we are coming from because women
do have a perspective of looking at this
world and Rhode Island women of how it
is to look at Rhode Island. And I think as
time goes on, that will be more and more
apparentregardless of the socio-economic
background that a person comes from. I
look atthisasa platform to getall opirions
out.

T.S: We did on-the-street interviews one
time in a mall on what women considcred
to be the number one health issue for
women, and one of those interviewed, a
young woman, came on and gave a very
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Carol " Dul‘lbar" Skoglund, Production Coordinator, Obviously Women

OBVIOUSLY--Continued from page 4

B.J.M: We feel we have aresponsibility
to present things as clearly and precisely
as we can. [ can't say that some things do
notcomeacross in aslanted way atcertain
times. Some of the women we do choose
to have on the show bring up the topics
from a feminist perspective. That's the
way it happens.

T.S: We've assumed that everyone has
got a slant, including us. We did a show,
we had Annie Milhaven on discussing re-
ligion as an oppressor of women. We also
had on Episcopal priests who talked about
the feminine side of God. We tried to get
two of the slants of that particular issue.

B.J.M: We had women who are still
interested in continuing in the church to
change it and women who felt it was
hopeless to do so. :

TTW: Tell me about the show -- what
your plans are, the airtime you have to
work with.

C.D.S: It's a thirty-minute show, but a
commercial-free thirty minutes.

B.J.M: We are hoping to go to an hour
eventually, and that's why we would like
to see more people come in with ideas and
things that they would like ustodo. We've
gone from interviews to garden tips, pet
tips, book reviews. We also had one
women who we got on the show who
actually demonstrated putting a roof on a
barn. So it's real diversified. There is a
possibility that we may go on beat with a
women detective.
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are a lot of agencies out there that people
really don't know about. They also need
volunteers. What we try to do is highlight
any women's agency that is interested in
coming in and talking about it.

TTW: What are your goals?

C.D.S: Network...ABC...CBS...(laughs)

T.S: We are trying to make the show
interesting, to hone our own skills so it
looks more and more professional.

B.J.M: Doing this has shown me how
difficultthe mediafieldis. I think itisstill
difficult for women to get control of the
media and to do something that is affirm-
ing still in the mainstream media. One of
the things we see asa goal for the program
is that Obviously Women become a reli-
able, consistent source for information on
what's going on with women in Rhode
Island. Also a reliable forum for women
to try to arrange any types of debates that
are germane to women.

So we at The THIRD WAVE suggest you
tune in every Monday afternoon- same
time (5:30 P.M.)--and same channel
(Access Channel A) to catch up on what is
importantto you, obviously a woman and
afeminist womaninRhode Island. Check
the WAVE calendar for progamming
details.

The women at Obviously Women en-
courage all to write to them with com-
ments, suggestions, and any ideas for fu-
ture shows. They also need volunteers

S

N.H: Unfortunately, a lot of issues that
concern women tend to be tense. Some-
times it seems like the issues we are
discussing, the guests that we have, tend to

- getalittlc heavy and I think that people do

not want to be hearing thatall the time. So

we try to throw in some of the lighter
things, like how to take care of your pet, or
a storyteller or local musicians.

B.J.M: One of the things also that we are
doing right now is running a monthly
series program. We are trying to get an
umbrella program in some respects. There

with their own video recorders to film
local events of concern to women that they
may notbe able to cover. You can contact
them at: Obviously Women, P.O. Box
5033, Greene, Rhode Island 02837.

Also involved but not present for the
interview were Nancy Meissner, Audio
Engineer; Celeste Cavedon, Second
Camera Operator,; BethRichmond, Obvi-
ously Handy Woman's Workshop; and
John Dybala, a student intern graphics.
Obviously Women is filmed on a set do-
nated byWLNE TV-6 at Heritage Cablein
Wickford, R
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