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The refined art of letter-writing is fast receding into the background, yielding to the
distraction of speedy e-mails, cell phones and instant worldwide communication. The
grace, the charm, the depth, even the affection that was once expressed through
letters, has been overtaken by the unholy hurry creeping into eur communications.
Moreover for a future historian the absence of letters is going to prove a major
impediment to a more complete picture of the times we live in and of the personalities
who function.

Letters are 2 permanent source of information and the primary source for any
biographer. Through one’s letters, thoughtfully written or dictated. 2 man has time
to think and bare his soul and his mind—and in the case of lovers their heart—to
the other person. Letters display or rather reveal not only a man’s thoughts but his
likes and dislikes and reflect the times he lived in. They expruss his views on men
and matters. Lord Chesterfield’s letters to his son are famous. Nehru's letters to his
daughter Indira from jail intended to educate her proved to be the source of hic book
Glimpses of World History.

In JRD’s case, his letters to his father are revealing. JRD lived in an era where
letters mattered and the credit partly goes to his father (then in India) who insisted
that JRD from France sent him detailed letters about himself and his siblings’ activities.
This not only improved his command of the language but also inculcated in him the

habit of writing longish letters. Sometimes he also gives at length his reasons for hic
decisions. | :

&



