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Like the Woman She Was

Audrey Hepburn, who died last Wednes-
day, was a charmung actress and an impas-
sioned ambassador for the UN Chuldren’s
Fund. But a lot of women, and more than a
few men, remember her best [or the way she
looked. It is not that she was a clotheshorse,
although she was, or a great beauty, because
she wasn't. It is that she came along in the
age of the sex bomb — the Monroes, the
Mansfields — and blew most of them away.
She was skinny. Her nose was long, her
mouth big, her teeth a little bit crooked. She
chose not to inflate her modest bosorn, and
her fect were on the large side. The sum of

these irregulantics, however, was perfection.
What a burden she lifted from women!

Here was proof that looking good need not
be synonymous with looking bimbo. Thanks

to ther first ghmpse of Audrey Hepburn, in
“Roman Holiday,” half a generation of
young [emales stopped stulfing their bras
and teetenng on suletto heels

Nearly 40 years later, Audrey Hepburn's
face was that of someone who had squinted
into the sun, laughed a lew laughs, shed a
few tears. The forchead showed some wrin-
kles, the eyes showed some more, and the
strong jawhne was softening around the
edges. As unwilling to fake youth as she had
been to [ake voluptuousness, she looked
like the 63-year-old woman she was. Which
I to say, better than any 63-year-old wom-
an who 1s pretending that she 1sn't. Would
that she were going to be around longer, to
teach us all how to grow old.

— THE NEW YORK TIMES
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By John Williams

EW YORK — Audrey Hep-

burn was a wonderful wom-
an. Like most young men in the
'30s and early "60s, I was enchant-
ed by her elfin muschief in “Ro-
man Holiday,” “Breakfast at Tif-
fany’s™ and other films. Unlike
most of her admurers, [ got to
spend time with Audrey Hepburn
— almost three decades later.

[n March 1988, she undertook
her [irst major mussion for Uni-
cel, to Ethiopia, then exhausted
by avil war and drought. | was
one of several Unicef staff mem-

e e e
MEANWHILE

bers who accompanied her and
her devoted protector Robert
Wolders. We flew across the
country in comfortless, clattenng
transport aircraflt. Audrey usually
sat next to the pilot, gazing down
at dried nver networks, naked
mountains shimmenng under
burning blue skies, and occasion-
al patches of green, teemung with
people. She was awed

By the second day Audrey
knew the name and background
of each of the 20 people accompa-
nying her — European pilots,
Ethiopian minders, American
journalists, and Unicel officials
The elf was always in her. Her
FL‘H"L‘ sense of 1rony and her gify
or mimicry kept everyone at

AUDREY HEPBURN AND FRIENDS IN ETHIOPLA [N 1918 Unsced phots by John D
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For me, her most endeanng

case. Once, 1n a hotel lobby, she
inadvertently sat on my sun hat,
She stood, jammed the crushed
results onto her head, and pre-
tended to be me, producing hilar-
1y among all. Then she carefully
pushed out the crumples amf,
with a gnn, a Little bow, and a
kiss, returned the hat to my head.

With children she was magnetic.
As we approached our firsi village
and I saw her wiping her face and
hands on a paper towelelte. the
kind airlines give you, | thought
that thus frail-looking, elegant lady
was too far from her own environ-
ment. A munute later she had gath-
ered a flock of dusty, scabby chil-
dren 1o her, hugging and holding
hands. In Mehal Meda, she cra-
dled screanung infants in the im-
munization tent and chatted, de-
spite the lack of a common
language. 1o young women suck-
ling babies. Her compassion and

tenderness came from deep inside.

She never complained —not in
beautiful Italianate Asmara, then
under sicge, where the hotel had
no water, nor of the gruclin
schedule, the unpaved tracks an
the late aircraft. Her concerns
were always for others, like the
orphans in Mekele lining up for a
lunch of grain, or for the hun-
dreds of girls and women in rags,
slopping buckets of swamp water
to build an earthen dam.

She was cntical only of herself
Back in Addis Ababa, prepanng
for a news conference, she was
determined to master every nu-
ance of the labynnthine politics of
war and drought. We spent hours
over questions and answers. In the
news conference she was magnifi-
cent, combining passion and logic
in_an alhance of eloquence for
children. Only she thought she
could have done better

quality was her lack of pomp.
More than once, in New York and
elsewhere, [ saw her step — some-
how, always politely — around a
line of dignitaries gathered to greet
her. With open arms and a hlﬁ
smule, she would greet a fnend, ol
or new, high or low or not at all on
the protocol ranking. It didn't
matter a whit to her,

In New York, on the day she
died in Switzerland, we talked
about her with our 22-year-old son,
for whom the "50s 15 a biblical pen-
od. “She wasn't just a great star of
your tme,” he said, “but of my
tme, too. She doesn't really have a
ume." Audrey would have seen that
off with light sell-mockery

The writer is secretary of the
Unicef Executive Board He con.
tributed this comment 1o the Inter-
national Herald Tribune
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