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To: Adriaan Dirkzwager (djatrot@me.com)
Subject: LU etc
Dear Adriaan

The contents of your mail of 20" May are a reflection of your better understanding than mine of various important
historical steps in the development of the LU story since the whole process started. | have kept broadly abreast of
this process but with the knowledge that | lived in the Americas from 1960 to 1987 - as a young man not that
interested in the European scene — | have to admit that | did not pay any attention to this whole saga. My life
revolved around my work {learning all about domestic banking and trade finance in Peru and Brazil followed by
corporate and international finance in the USA) plus, of course, enjoying a fairly active social life during that whole
period of 27 years. 1976 to 1981 were spent in the UK prior to the family’s transfer in January 1981 to The
Netherlands. Once again | have no recollection of thinking at all about the European question presumably because
it had no impact on my business life, and even if it had done so my general disinterest in politics would have resulted
in my not attempting to follow this topic in the press, specifically matters relating to ongoing developments
connected to the final objectives of the Treaty of Rome. It was only when we reached Spain — whose entry into the
EU along with Portugal in January of 1986 — that | began to inform myself, at least enough Lo make me sufficiently
knowledgeable on the subject in my position as Country Manager for Lloyds Bank.

This is the background to my having to admit to you that it is only since we returned to live in the UK at the end of
1987 that | began to take a mild interest in what was happening in Curope to include, of course, prospects far the
future of the EU. Things have obviously become much more tense of late and we now face the unenviable tack of
dealing with the Cameron-inspired referendum and attempting to filter out from all the barrage of “in or out” media
coverage, plus a very uncertain world geopolitical situation, should the UK stay or leave. Unlike you, | do not believe
that the Europe’s interests will be best served by the EU progressing to the last step foressen in the Treaty of Rome,
namely the creation of a federation of all the current member states, controlled by a central government with
uniform laws, taxation and judiciary. This objective quite simply looks far too much like the old Comecon hloc {ie:
the USSR but just covering a different set of countries, several of which were iromically part of the old USSR), and this
is something that, for me, is beyond contemplation. Recent experience suggests that the UK alone will be wholly
unable to initiate any changes to the way the Furopean Commission manages the affairs of the EU — there is

certainly a group of member countries which sympathise with some if not all of the changes that the UK Eovernment
see as‘es.sen_tial to th.e development of a sensible and less centralised group of European nations, but seemingly
there is no sign of this group being sufficiently maotivated or realistic enough to join the UK in seeking those changes.

Given these considerations, and because | have absolutely no confidence in the European Commission or_ for that

matter, in the role of the European Parliament - plus the fact that | do not believe in the concept of an ultimate
Furosuperstate - then there is no aption but to vote BREXIT in next month's referendum
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Times and used to work in the Conservative Party headquarters some years ago.
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Britain will be better off out of sickly

urope

Now that Cameron can no longer use the civil service as a propaganda tool, the economic argument begins in earnes

Tim |
Montgomerie @'}

(UMONTIE

ritain wants to leave. That’s
the country 5 bedrock view, If
people think their incomes
will be unaffected by Brexil
the Out campasn commans
& D por oont bead, according o
rescarch by Professar Phitip Cowley
in associabion wilh YouGsow People
want cantral of immnsigeation, thedr
baxes spetl on the NHS rather than
rich French [anmers, amd less
rechdling from Brussels But keoking
al the polls, they are hesitating
because they understandabiv worry
ahoul Lheir pobs and pay
Cowley's rescarch also found thal
Remadn opens up a 1Y per cont fead
if viders behiove thev H be £5000 beller
ol staving in. This kird of research
cxplains why [ewid Cameron has
threatened recession and higher food
prices but also why the Vole Leave
carmipalgn mores yolers economic
ferars at g pevil YWhile theve ane
cichards on both sides, the floaling
voters who at their core want Lo
lcave are locused on their walleds
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andd aren't gething cnough
reassurance from the Brexis
campaign, Thal may change aller
today because Yole Leave & linally
sl o enter the economee fray,

L' 1o nowe Lhe Prexit batthe has
heen David versus nol just Gedizth
but an army of Golaths. The PM
has been using thousands of avil
servants and Forcign Office
diptomats, in Eaison with scores of
internatzonal burcaucrats, o concoct
his blood-curdling warnings, but
purdah kas arrved Sie Jeremy
Heywool, the calvnel secretary, i
required by Liw Lo stop Whitehall
aidding the Remade camp.

Naow that the battegrousd should
be evened up, people need 1o hear

[ we slay wie chain
oLrselves 1o the slowest
CIOWINg continenl

Lhe econaomic benedils of leaving and
rahs of remaining, Brosleers could
repeat The three iiller questions
posed by Andeew LiZico of the
Europse Econcenics consultancy: If
the EU is so pocd for growth, why
has the US prown & per ceat faster
than the EU over the past decade? If
its so pood for johs, why is Spanish
enemployment al Jper copt? 11t
s @ood for trade, why ane deals with

Japan, the US and Canada al risk of
breaking down?

Il wo stay we will be chaining
ourseives 1o the world’s showesl
prowing continent (excepl
Antarctica). We risk losing our rebate
andd paying more monev into the LU
budeet as punishment for
threatening to “desert ) ta quote the
childish, menacing language of
Jean-Claude Juncker, one of the ELS
many unclected mabe chiefs. And
you don'l need 10 believe Turkey will
Join the EL e thiak immigration
might skyrockel. When the world
Falls into recession hendreds of
thousands from poorer EL nations
may seex work in Britain, just at the
moment that our own workers are
most at risk of losing their jobs,

In terms of @ positive cconomic case
lor leaving, lets have a [ve-point
pledpe card of the kind Toav Blar and
Johin Prescotl onee hrandishes). but
Lhis e wilh substance,

Pledge One A new Oflice of Free
Trade at the heart of government,
chargad with negotiating trade
arrangements with growing
economies, Rather than being at the
hack of any quene, Britain should be
able to secure Irade deals more
quickly because we won'l be at the
mercy of a velo from Prance or any

- of the slawest membess of the
- 2-nation FL convoy,

Pledye Two: Use L1 Bithon of oue

conteibtion to the EU to sef upa
wotld-Doating export support
service, David Davis MTP has talked
of “an CS00 number where a small
manufacturer in Lancashire con call
Shanghai. Mumbai or Sao Paulo, and
fined cart in English how o negotiale
the import regelations, find a treight
lorwarder or tmi:-a.' a warehouse”
Pledge Three: Allow sterling to Fall
ML Britain boomed aller leaving Lhe
ERM in 1992 and a more comnpelitive

Emplovers should hep
draw up an ntelligent
mmigtrazion policy

prans] coahd provide whal coonomisls
call an eonnomic slabiliser

Pledge Four: Invile Bralains
crnplovers (larpe and small) o help
dtw ap an inlelligent immigration
podicy wilh the twin adms of a
subsLantial reduction in the number
of low-skilled immigrants from
Europe but with more room For

- economy-boosting engineers from

India, doctors from Australia or
postprad students from Canada
Pledge Five: Boild allianoes with
Volkswagen (which sold 223784 cars
in the UK last vear); Audi (166 704):
Mercedes (145,254), BMW [167,39]);
Halian Cishion gants; the Prench
wine industry; Spanish hoteliers and
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so on. They cant affond 1o lose
British customers Make them our
allies in renegotiating our
relationship with the EL.

And, finally, Vote Leave must take
the ploves ol On Monday the Tory
minister Chris Gravimg paid iribaste
i Gevrpe Osbornes econamic
management betore crnilicisng the
chancellors scaremongering.
Observing intra-Tory parly courlesios
wont win a referendum that is much
more important foe Batados futore
than any general clection The PM
certainly thinks so. On Pesten an
Sunday he all but admitted that he'd
rather have a Labour povernmend
insicie the EU than a Conservative
sovernmen! aolsioe i,

Unieash Danvidd Dravig, Nigel Farage,
Orseda Stuaet or arvone witling to po
boe-to-toe with Mr Oshorpe, Lvery
voles shoubd be reroincded el s
chancelior and PM have Gadled Lo pel
eid of the deficit, failed 10 ot sporuling

- fairly and, irmesponsibly, have Lailed to

prepare a contingency plan o help
the economy prosper in the ovent of
Brexit, Because ol can with a plan. The
LU 15 Sagmating bocause it s
fendamentally dyvshmctiona! Twenty-
cighl members cannat avree how o
colve Lhe Borowone cnsis or b 1o
respossd o the conbinernd s othor
challenges Lel's unchain ourselves
From the sinking EU econumy
bocause we're hettoy off out,




