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Stuart Cook

To: Adriaan Dirkzwager (djatirot@me.com)
Subject: ' EU etc

2F rda 2016
Dear Adriaan

The contents of your mail of 20™ May are a reflection of your better understanding than mine of various important
historical steps in the development of the LU story since the whole process started. | have kept broadly abreast of
this process but with the knowledge that | lived in the Amernicas from 1960 to 1987 -~ as a young man not that
interested in the European scene — | have to admit that | did not pay any attention to this whole saga. My life
revolved around my work (learning all about domestic banking and trade finance in Peru and Brazil followed by
corporate and international finance in the USA) plus, of course, enjoying a fairly active social life during that whole
period of 27 years. 1976 to 1981 were spent in the UK prior to the family’s transfer in January 1981 1o The
Netherlands. Once again | have no recollection of thinking at all about the European question presumably because
it had no impact on my business life, and even if it had done so my general disinterest in politics would have resulted
in my not attempting to follow this topic in the press, specifically matters relating to ongoing developments
connected to the final objectives of the Treaty of Rome. It was only when we reached Spain — whose entry into the
FU along with Portugal in January of 1986 — that | began to inform myself, at least enough Lo make me sutficiently
knowledgeable on the subject in my position as Country Manager for Lloyds Bank.

This is the background to my having to admit to you that it is only since we returned to ltve in the UK at the end of
1987 that | began to take a mild interest in what was happening in Lurope to include, of course, prospects for the
future of the CU. Things have obviously become much more tense of late and we now face the unenviable task of
dealing with the Cameron-inspired referendum and attempting to filter out from all the barrage of “in or out™ media
coverage, plus a very uncertain world geopolitical situation, should the UK stay or lcave. Unhke you, | do not believe
that the Europe’s interests will be best served by the EU progressing to the last step foreseen in the Treaty of Rome
namely the creation of a federation of all the current member states, controlled by a central government with
uniform laws, taxation and judiciary. This objective quite simply looks far too much like the old Comecon bioc (e
the USSR but just covering a different set of countries, several of which were romcally part of the old USSR and this
is something that, for me, is beyond contemplation. Recent experience suggests that the UK alone wall be wholly
unable to initiate any changes to the way the Furopean Commission manages the affairs of the LU - there &
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