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E}v Charles Hillinger
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REEN SWAMP, North
Carolina — The two broth-
ers gingerly made their way
through the forest of moss-cov-
ered trees and dense underbrush,
shrubs and wild plants, alert for
rattlesnakes, water moccasins,
copperheads, alligators and
patches of squishy marsh.

They were covered with ticks,
buzzed by testy flies and mosqui-
toes. An alligator surfaced near-
by, then disappeared.

But Stanley (Fly Trap) Rehder,
63, and his brother, Henry, 74,
@$n ot mind. They enjoy the hos-

vironment.

They get oul in it as often as
they can, as they have ever since
they were small boys taken into
the woods and swamps of North
Carolina by their father.

Stanley 1s a leading authority
on the Venus's-{lytrap, a plant
that Charles Darwin described as
countered.

The only place Venus's-fly-
Lraps naturally is on the
edge of swamps within a radius of
I milcs(l&? kilometers) of Wil-
mington, North Carolina.

He believes he has the only
personalized license plate in the
country that says FLY TRAP. *I
don't know why anyone else
would want it,” said his brother.

Henry is known by botanists
for his work with pitcher plants, a
carnivorous plant of the famuly

aceniaceae. One of the insect-

g plants he discovered and
identified carmes his name —
Sarracenia rehderi.

There are five families of car-
nivorous plants, so called because
the plants trap and digest insects
and small animals such as frogs
and lizards. The other three car-
nivorous plants are sundews, but-
terworts and bladderworts.

The widest selection of these
rare and unusual plants in the
United States is in the swamps of
 Wilmington.

“Science writers have written
many stories over the years about
. man-eating plants in places like
the Phulippines killing and swal-
lowing humans. Not true,” Stan-
ley said.“But my father took a
| picture of a Venus's-flytrap in the
Green Sw?m cating a frog, that

appeared in Lifée magazine years
L:m And that was true.”
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Henry Rehder (left) and his byother, Stanley, in a field
of insect-eating pitcher plants. Inset: Venus's-flytrap.

The 14,000-acre (S,650-hect-
are) Green Swamp, 20 miles west
of Wilmington, is protected as a
sanctuary for black bears and
carnivorous plants. Venus's-fly-
traps harvested on the edge of
swamps are sold throughout the
world. “You can buy them in
stores all across Amenca,” Stan-
!Ir._'ﬁ said. “It's really a shame.
There’s a danger of overharvest-
ing flytraps. They were on the
endangered species list until
1979." He is urging the North
Carolina legislature to get the
plants back on the list

There 15 some element in the
local soil that is essential for the
growth of the plants and, so far, it

has been impossible to t
keep the plants alive is a type of
moss called Sphagnum, said
Stanley. When he goes into the
to locate and study the
Venus's-{1y in thar native
habatat he | for Sphagnum.
“One rather exotic tion
as to why flytraps are found here
and nowhere else 15 that mullions
of years ago thus part of the coun-
by a meteonte show-
er,” Stanley observed. “Some be-
lieve. the plants ongnated in
outer space. After all, they are
named after a planet.”
Stanley led hus brother to a lush

garden of Venus's-flytraps. In

2 Brothers Snared by Venus’s-Flytrap

June the plants blossom, with a
cluster of small whute flowers at
the up of an erect stem 8 1o 12
inches tall (20 to 30 cenumeters)
Each leal on the [lytrap has two
jaw-like lobes hinged along a
mudline. The tops of the lobes are
covered with tecth that mesh
when closed. On cach lobe are
three super-sensitive hairs. When
two of the hairs are brushed by a
moving insect, the leal snaps
trapping Its prey.

For 24 10 36 hours, the glands
that
digests the protein from the body.
Then the lobes open again, wait-
ing for the next meal

Within minutes the two men
came upon hundreds of hollow
tubular leaves shaped like trum-
mmmg out of the swamp.

were ugtthﬂ g[mts, re-
vered and studied for 65 vears by
Henry Rehder.

“Smell them™ he mstructed.
“Detect the sweet aroma? Note
the bnght colors. The aroma and
color 1s designed to attract nec-
lar-seeking insects. Once inside
the mouth of the pilchcrml.
the insects plunge into the L
which contains thousands of uny
hairs, all pointed downward. The
insects struggle for freedom, but
there 1s no escape. And at the
bottom is & of liquid sub-
stance, a mixture of digestive en-
rymes and rainwater, where pro-
lein frn_m the insects s

Henry operates a fonist shop
n Wilmington lounded by the

brothers' - mother, Jo-
hanna an' 1880. Ther fa-

l!i:r.m Rehder o spent hngb
tLume l'lnu::ﬁ ants
growing En!nrmr local
SWAmPA

The two sons give lectures to
horticultural soceties, unrversi-
ties and other groups, and work
closely wath scaenlists.

 consumed.

Stanley was a partper in the
famuly business for 30 years. Now
he is a Wilmington realtor. He
mmd!ﬂmimnnlm

ing American sokhiers from En-
E:ﬂ to Face on Chnstmas
ve, 1944; hall the troops
drowned when the ship was sunk
by a Nam sub. Henry 1s famous in
Wilm for his homemade
pickled figs as well as for his work
with p

plants.




