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Thinking the Jobless Unthinkable

0S ANGELES — “Thinking the un-
thinkable” was a phrase that came
out of the old world order. It was related
to fear that the Cold War would become
a hot war and someone would have o
think about actually using nuclear and
thermonuclear weapons — why? where?
when? how? how many? how big?

And in this new world order what 1s 11
that we cannot bear to think about now”

The unthinkable now is that there will
not be enough work to go around.

There seems to be only pain in thunkin
that the undereducated, often alienat
young people, some of them terronzing
such cities as Los Angeles, will never have
a real job, never be accepted enough to
have a stake in the larger society.

There is a looking away from the fact
that many of the men and women Itsm:ﬁ
jobs in thar 50s or 40s now are, for
practical purposes, forever unemployable.

There 1s temptation to ignore the fact
that immugrants are doing a lot of our
heavy lifting because they are so cheap.,

There 1s quiet desperation in thinkin
that most Amencans will be overpaid,
overexpecting and underachieving in a
truly open world workplace.

“A decade ago, Amencans eamed
higher wages than anyone else in the
world,” said Bill Clinton as he cam-
paigned for president. “Now we're 10th
and falling." Then he promused, or inti-
mated, that he could make Amenca No. |
again. We would be “the best educated,
best trained work force in the world.”

Leaving aside the fact that he left out
“best paid,” does “best educated” and
“best trained” really get us anywhere”
Some of us — sure! But not all of us by
any means. It is obvious that work in a
{ree-market, free-trade world after revo-
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lutions In communcation and (ranspar-
tation will not be going 1o the mos
polished but 10 the most producuve
And productivity can be measured as
simply as military eflfiaency could under
the old order: More hang for the buck'
Hardware jobs will got to China. Soft-
ware programaung jobs will go to India
And if an Amernican calls an 800 number
because of a glitch i the wares, Lhe
person who linally picks up the ieie
phone after you have pressed every

MEANWHILE

number known 0 tape-recorded man,
the person who tells you how to fix it will
not be in California but i Ireland

We Amencans are getiung an intro-
duction 10 all that these days m the
debate over a free trade agreement sath
Mexico, where wages are a [raction of
what they are in the United States. 1 s
hard for any student of capitalism to
explain why a manufacturer of, say, re-
[ngerators would make them m Texas
rather than on the other ude of the Riwo
Crande if “Made in Mewco™ costs ug-
nificantly less than “Made 1n the
USA" In facy, if the capitalist’s com-
pany has sharcholders, i1 is more or less
against the law not o maxmize profits
and the value of ther shares

And, to think the unthunkable, Mexi-
CO 15 ROt the future. It s more like the
Unuted States than 1 1s bke China The
work our lathers and grandlathers dud 1
get us 1o college, the actual manulactare
of thungs that can be put in boxes of on
ratroad (latcars, s gotng o pass nght
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through Metico 0 chesper by In
Viemam and China. There are a lot of
smart people i (hose countnies willing
1o work [or almost sothng

We are not goang 1o be Na. 1, at least
mot 12 manufacturing. Our paliticians
incloding the president, say we are the
best workers in the world But that i
nonsense i Lhe new world arder where
the work prodeced will alwayy be &-
vided by the cost — and the number
tha! pops out determunes who s Lhe
best. Aad that (inal number ts rarely

ping o be produced alfter divading by
i;;, or $20 or 330 an bour

| have no doubt thmt Presdent Clin
lon understands that, and 50 do most of
the rest of us He b slready worrang
around st the edges of the unthunkabie
when he wlks about provndmg last-re
sOft govermmen! yobs D ropiace ong:
term wellare, or aboul Natonal Servaoe,
or endicss education and retrmoing of
extendad unempiovment benefits and
nat:onal health care. All of thome are
replacements for the losl wages and
benefits and socunty Lhal were onde pro-
vided by capitalissn whea the Usited
States and ﬂ.lhcz rch countnes were able
to produce and consame 81 leveds Daresy
known in masi of the worid

But the pressdent does not waat 0
thank about that on say evel, Ioisdung
the spintual. I we are not here 0 work
and 1o produce, why are we’ What &0
we do? E\ ho are we'

| don't want 10 thank abowut it either,
although [ know that those guest:ans of
work and the meaning of work will dom-
ptom'y presdensy
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