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This invention relates (to safety valves .inrgen 

feral sand in particular to safety valves for use 
with-tclosed ‘vessels i-suches railway tank. cars.‘ 

‘.A very large numberxof closed pressure "vessels 
.nowrinnuse 7351.61.41.01; equipped with any type “of 
protection :against loadpressure, that is, against 
“pressures .below jaatmospheric or what may be 
lcommonly “termed vacuum. With closed pres 
sure vessels, ‘particularly of the railway car type, 
the vesselmayhe emptied by use of pumps orthe 
vessel .may belocated-at some point high in rela 
tion to the dischargemoint. Undertsuch condi 
.-:tionsasub-atmo_spheric "pressures may be estab 
rlished-within :thevessel rorl-tank ‘with the result 
‘that the'vessellortank may completely or par 
,tially collapse. ‘Complete .or. partial collapse may 
.also “occur ‘where .the tank or vessel has been 
;'.emptied.-.durin~g the ‘heat of the day and then 
closed. Uponzcondensationof the vapors within 
the tank sub-atmospheric pressures willbe estab 
lished causing jailure of the tank. Owners of 
‘railway. tanks and pressure vessels realize the dan 
;ger .of establishing sub-atmospheric pressures 
vwithin .artankuparticularly ‘where such tank..is 
designed 'for low pressure storage of material, 
but to apply avacuum .relief valve to such tanks 
which doznothave anyrelief would havenecessi 
tated theshoppingof the tank or ‘vessel and mak 
ing more or less major changes thereon. It isaan 
object, therefore, of the present invention to 
‘provide asafety orrvacuum. relief valve which may 
beappliedto existing pressure safety valves with 
iou't requiring aIIY‘BXtBIISiVG modi?cation of the 
valve structure. 
.A further object-of the invention is theprovision 

“of ;a dual safety valve capable of‘protecting a 
iclosed vessel against both high and low .internal 
pressures. 
.A still further object of the invention is the 

vprovisionof aodualsafety valve capable of passing 
.matter in v-.either.direction dependent upon the 
differential pressures .on ‘opposite sides .of the 
‘valve. 

-nnd..:otherwob_1ects of :the invention "will 
zbe apparent-to "persons zskilled .intthezart?romsa 
'zstudytloi sthe :ljfollowing description and 'aa-ccom 
'panying vdrawings, sin which 

.IFig. 11 ista sectional :view ‘taken i-substantially 
Lthroug‘hvthe center 10f “the improved valve; 

lfFig'iZ is ea. plan view of'the - valve ; 
Fig.3 is ' a sectional‘viewtaken‘substantially on 

?‘Fig.‘.r4 is nrsectional'wiew taken substantially 
:on ‘line 4-4 of lFlgil, ‘and 
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2 
Fig. .5rsis a sectionalaview similar to Fig.’ 3 but 

showing a slight modi?cation. 
Referring now-to the drawings in detail, it~will 

.ibe rseenithatwthe valve is :constructed with a :body 
iportionil threaded gas at :14 for connection with 
the,closedjpressurewesselor;tank. .Thevalvebody 
is generally circular in jformiand provided with-Ia 
more ‘terminating sorasrtoiformazshoulder 6. This 
‘shoulder 6 {orms'a seatfor one end "of a spring 
18, the other ‘end vof which bears against a seat 
member (not shown) held in ‘place, b-ya bolt or 
rod Ill. .Inthe present instance the bolt orrod 
“Ill has its upper end ‘threaded as at 12 in order 
that it may be fastenedto the internally threaded 

Movement .of 
the .valve in the ‘body is controlled, of course, ‘by 
the spring and guided .by-wings 18, all as clearly 
.shown in Fig.1. The valvebody is formed with 
an inclined-seat“terminating ina lip 22 adapted 
toengage a.gasket..:24. The gasket 24 is clamped 
inplace between the valve member l6 anda 
valve cap -member 26. ,The clamping action is 
.olotainedthrougha plurality of stud bolts 28 ex 
tendingrthrough the valve-cap 26 and threaded 
.into .the valveqmember 15, all as clearly shown 
.particularlysinli‘igi. ‘Thus the retainer cap 26 
cangbe removed tQpermit replacement or renewal 
vof the gasket without disturbing the valve set 
ting or -metallic seating .contact. The valve 
structure as just .‘described would of itself be 
.;capa‘ldle of controlling internalpressurein excess 
of thatifor which‘ the spring 8 had been chosen. 

Inorder that the valve may permit passage of 
.matter into the ltanklor vessel when low internal 

.,35 pressures exishpassagesl?l may be drilled through 
boss ‘I'4J0'f ‘the valve member and into a, bore 32 
formed in the, central portion of'the valve member. 
‘The upper end of thisi'hore‘32 is ‘threaded as at 
134 to receivea low pressure or vacuum relief valve 
assembly‘B. "This‘lowpressure or vacuum relief 
assembly is "formed by aucylindrical'body portion 
‘*36 Ihaving_.;por.tions_o'f its :outer surface ‘threaded 
:ito engage‘ threads‘ii'kpreviously referredto. ‘The 
'cylindrical"‘bodyjportion .36 is provided with an 

e451 internal ""bore ".38‘threa‘cled at its outer end to 
receiveia‘hollowplug' 40. ‘The plug is ‘formed with 
=a’projectingibossal‘lghaving radial holes 46 formed 
‘therein an'dz-an ‘axially extendingolug 46 adapted 
to ‘form "a retainer for spring 48. The opposite 
‘and off‘ thespring ‘ 48 ‘engages within group-shaped 
"vaIVe'member-SO whichis ‘provided with abeveled 
‘face ?iadapted-toengage with a correspondingly 
‘beveled seat "Sliormedin the bodyB? adjacent 
ithejperime'tergof agpiort 56. “The cylindrical body 
portion “86, "as ‘clearly :shown in "the ?gures, :ex 
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tends through a hole 58 formed in the central 
portion of the valve cap member 26 and is pro 
tected by a dust cap 60 held in place by at least 
some of the bolts 28, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 
to 3 inclusive. Thus it will be seen that the cap 
member or retainer 26 can be removed to permit 
replacement of the gasket 24 without in any way 
disturbing either the main or the auxiliary valves. 
The valve member 50 of the low pressure or 
vacuum relief valve is provided with a plurality 
of ‘wings 62, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 4, 
for the purpose of guiding the valve member to 
its seat in the body 36. 
In some cases it is required that the safety f 

valve be lifted periodically to determine whether. 
or not the valve is operating and to test the 
point at which the valve will open. In such 
cases the dust cap may be formed as a cast 
ing or forging in (Fig. 5) held in place as is 
the cap til but provided with an upstanding eye 
12 having a hole ‘Ill therein for reception of a 
lift bar or other lift means. _ 
‘From the preceding description of the 'com~ 

'plete valve it will be seen that the valve mem 
ber l6 cooperates with the body 2 to control 
pressures within the tank or vessel and still per 
mit passage of matter out of the tank over seat 
20 and past gasket 24 whenever the internal 
pressure of the tank or vessel exceeds that for 
which the spring 8 is set. The valve 59 is, of 
course, likewise subjected to the internal pres 
sure of the tank but can not permit passage of 
'matter out of the tank since‘ the valve will be 
forced more tightly onto its seat. When, how 
ever, the pressure within the tank or vessel 
drops below atmospheric pressure or below the 
pressure existing outside of ‘body 2, the valve 
member 50 may move against the compression 
of spring 558 and permit matter to flow from the 
exterior of the tank into the interior thereof. a 
The ?ow of matter into the tank or vessel will 
be through port 55, past valve member 5%, 
through radial holes 46 and through the hollow 
plug 40 and into the vessel interior through holes 
3t bored in the valve member l6. 
it will be seen that valve it controls and permits 
?ow of matter out of the tank or vessel, while 
valve 50 controls and permits flow of matter into 

In this way .~ 
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the tank, thereby protecting the tank against. 
abnormal pressures in either direction. It will 
also be seen that the vacuum or low pressure 
relief valve B can be assembled as a complete 
unit and threaded into the valve member it. In 
this way existing safety valves protecting a tank 
or vessel against excess internal pressure may be 
quickly and cheaply modi?ed to protect the tank 
against low internal pressures by merely boring 
‘the hole 58 through retainer 26 and alsoboring 
holes 38 and 32 and threading the hole 32 as at 
34 for reception of the valve assembly B. With 
certain types of vacuum relief valves the cap 26 
is not used and in these cases it will only be 
necessary to bore the valve body asiat 32 and 

50 

thread as at M and connect the bore to the in- . 
,terior of‘ the surface of the valve member by 
holes such as 30. With othertypes of valves, 
such as those shown .in Willoughby Patents 
1,665,391 and 1,665,394,.it will only be necessary 
to remove the lifting element from the valve and 
screw in the valve assembly B subsequent to a 
connection of the interior surface of the valve 
to the cavity into which the assembly is to be 
screwed. It will thus be seen that a dual safety 
valve has been provided and that this dual safety 
valve includes a sub-assembly B which may be 
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4 
readily applied to existing valve structures to 
modify such existing valves so that they may 
protect the tank or vessel against low internal 
pressures. 
While the construction has been described 

more or less in detail, it will be obvious to per 
sons skilled in the art that various modi?cations 
and rearrangements of parts other than those 
shown and described may be made and all such 
modi?cations and rearrangements of parts are 
contemplated as will fall within the scope of the 
appended claims de?ning my invention. 
What is claimed ‘is: 
1. A dual safety valve for closed pressure 

vessels comprising, a main valve body formed 
with a valve seat, a main valve member mov 
ably mounted in said main valve body and formed 
with a metallic valve face, a gasket carried by 
said main valve member adjacent the metallic 
valve face, a retainer cap removably fastened 
on said main valve member and retaining said 
gasket in place, said valve seat and face and 
gasket cooperating to' control the flow of matter 
therethrough in one direction, a main valve 
spring normally holding said main valve mem 
her on the valve seat, and a complete self con 
tained auxiliary valve assembly secured to the 
main valve member and movable therewith, said 
self contained auxiliary valve assembly including, 
a valve body secured in a passage through said 
main valve member independently of said re~ 
tainer cap and formed with a valve seat, a hol 
low valve member movable in said last mentioned 
valve body, a hollow plug secured to said valve 
body and formed with a spring seat, and a spring 
mounted on said spring seat and projecting into 
said hollow valve member and normally holding 
said hollow valve member on its seat to control 
the flow, of matter in the other direction. 

2. A dual safety valve for, closed pressure 
vessels comprising, a main valve body formed 
with a valve seat, a main valve member movably 
mounted in said main valve body and formed 
with a metallic valve face, a gasket carried by 
said main valve member adjacent the metallic 
valve face, a retainer cap removably fastened 
on said main valve member and retaining said 
gasket in place, said valve seat cooperating 
with said valve face and gasket to control the 
flow of matter through the main body in one 
direction, a valve stem connected to said main 
valve member inwardly of the main valve body, 
a main valve spring surrounding said stem and 
acting thereon to normally hold said main valve 
member on the valve seat, said main valve mem 
ber having a cavity formed therein extending 
below the plane of said retainer cap and located 
substantially in alignment with said stem, a 
complete self contained vacuum relief valve as 
sembly unit secured in said cavity and extend 
ing upwardly through and free of connection to 
said retainer cap, said self contained vacuum 
relief valve assembly including a valve body 
formed with a valve seat, a valve member mov 
able‘ in said valve body, a plug secured to said 
last mentioned valve body and formed with a 
spring seat, a spring mounted on said spring 
seat and normally holding said valve member 
on its seat to control the flow of matter, and 
passages extending radially upward through 
said main valve member to intersect and form 
with said cavity a passage through the main 
valve member, said vacuum relief valve assembly 
opening in a direction opposite ‘to that of the 
main valve member. ' 
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3. A dual safety valve for closed pressure 
vessels comprising, a main valve body formed 
with a valve seat, a main valve member movably 
mounted in said main valve body and controlling 
?ow of matter therethrough in one direction, a 
gasket carried by said main valve member for 
cooperation with said seat, a gasket retainer cap 
secured to said main valve member, a main valve 
spring normally holding said main valve mem 
ber on the valve seat, a complete self contained 
auxiliary valve assembly secured in a passage 
through the main valve member and movable 
therewith, said self contained auxiliary valve 
assembly being located on the opposite side of 
said main valve member from the main valve 
spring and projecting upwardly through said 
gasket retainer cap and operating wholly inde 
pendent of the main valve member to control 
the flow of matter in the other direction, and 
at protecting cap overlying said auxiliary valve 
assembly to thereby prevent injury of said 
auxiliary assembly, and a common means secur 
ing said protecting cap and retainer cap to said 
main valve member and partially housing said 
self contained auxiliary valve assembly, said a 

u 
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protecting cap being formed with a lifting eye 
whereby said main valve member may be lifted 
from its seat on the main body member. 

CLYDE H. FOLMSBEE. 
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