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This invention relates to room structure and
particularly to that part of the structure of rooms
and railway cars adjacent the junction of the
floor and walls.

In conventicnal room and railway car con-
struction the floor and interior walls meet at an
.angle, resulting in the formation of angular
junctions where, especially in railway cars, dirt
and debris colliect. It is desirable to eliminate
such angular junctions, not only to prevent the
undue accumulation of debris and other refuse,
but also to make this area of the structure more
accessible for easier cleaning. Further, by elimi-
nating these angular junctions it is possible and
desirable, particularly in railway cars, to con-
tinue the floor covering in one piece upwardly
onto the interior walls to also serve as a wall
covering, the smooth continuity of the covering
giving a pleasing appearance to the car interior.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a cove member forming the junction between
the floor and an interior wall of rooms or rail-
way cars, eliminating angles in this area of the
structure.

Another object of the invention is the provision
of a cove member for room or railway car struc-
tures, permitting the use of a floor covering ex-
tending over the cove member and continuing
upwardly onto the interior walls.

A further object of the invention is the pro- .

vision of a room structure in which cove mem-
bers form the junction between the floor and side
walls, the floor, cove members and walls having
contiguous inner faces forming a smooth, con-
tinuous interior contour for the application of a
carpet or other covering material.

These and other objects of the invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art from a
study of the following description and accom-
panying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of
a railway car embodying the present invention:

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view through one
side of the car, and

Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of a portion of the
structure shown in Fig. 2.

Referring now to the drawings, the invention
is shown as applied to a railway car 2 having
curved side posts 4 (only one of which is shown)
to which are connected, by any suitable means,
transverse framing members 6.

The framing members § support a floor ex-
tending lengthwise of the car between the side
posts and which comprises a main floor portion 8
and a raised floor portion i14. The raised floor
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portion is of less width than the main floor, and
may be a separate element, or it may.be formed

Jintegral with the main floor portion, defining

shoulders {5 adjacent the sides of the main floor.
The floor portions may ke made of any suitable
material, but the raised ficor portion is prefer-~

‘ably composed of rubber, as indicated in the

drawings. The car is provided with interior side
walls 10, of plymetal or other lining material,
secured to the inner faces of the side posts and
extending downwardly, terminating a short dis-
tance above and beyond the sides of the floor.

It will be seen that the lower edge of the in-
terior side walls and the side edge of the floor
are spaced vertically from each other, the space
between these parts at each side of the car being -
covered or spanned by a longitudinally extend-
ing cove member {2. The cove members {2 are
preferably formed of curved sheet metal, such as
aluminum, and are secured in any suitable man-
ner, such as by the screws 13, to the side posts
and floor of the car. The lower portion of the
cove members overlap and rest on the main floor
portion, at opposite sides of the car, with the
edges abutting the shoulders 15 of the raised floor
portion. The upper edge portions of the cove
members abut the lower edge portions of the in-
terior walls 10 with the inner faces of the cove
members lying flush with the adjacent inner
faces of the walls and with the adjacent upper
surface of the raised floor portion. Thus the
inner faces of the side walls and cove members
and the upper surface of the raised floor portion
{4 are contiguous, lying flush with each other,
and presenting a continuous contour for the
smooth application of covering material 16.

The covering may be a strip of suitable mate-
rial, such as a carpet 4§86, that is of sufficient
length to extend laterally beyond the upper sur-
face of the raised floor portion so as to overlie
the cove members and a portion of the interior
walls of the car. The covering is suitably bonded,
preferably by cementing or gluing, tc the upper
surface of the raised floor portion and the inner
faces of the cove members and walls. The upper
portions of the covering are also secured to the
walls by a molding strip (8§ extending around the
car interior beneath the window openings 20.

In addition to improved sanitary conditions
and easier cleaning, it is believed obvious that
the above described arrangement will also pro-
vide additional heat insulation and soundproof-
ing, as well as giving a smooth flowing contour
to the interior of the car.

While the invention has been described more
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or less in detail, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the art that various modifications may be made
without departing from the scope of the invention
as defined in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a railway car having side posts, a floor
extending between and supported by said posts,
said floor having a raised intermediate portion
formed of resilient material extending between
the sides thereof, side walls secured to the inner
" face of said posts and having their lower edge
portion spaced above and beyond the sides of said
floor, cove members spaced in part from said floor
extending longitudinally of said car and span-
ning the space between the lower edge portion
of the walls and the side edge portions of said
raised floor porticn, said cove members having
their inner faces lying flush with the adjacent
surfaces of said side wall and raised floor por-
tions, window openings in said side walls, a cover-
ing on said raised flcor portion extending lat-
erally beyond the side edges thereof and over said
cove members, said covering continuing upwardly
to said window openings and being secured to said
walls, and a molding fastening strip securing the
upper edge portion of said covering beneath said
window openings.

2. In a room structure, a supporting floor, a
raised floor of less width than the supporting
floor mounted thereon and forming shoulders ad-
jacent the sides thereof, interior side walls hav-
ing their lower edges terminating above and be-
yond the sides of said supporting floor, and cove
members joining the side walls and raised floor
with one edge portion abutting against the shoul-
ders formed by the raised ficor and having their
opposite edge portion abutiing against the lower
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edge of said walls, the contiguous faces of the
side walls, cove members and raised floor lying
flush with each other to provide a smooth un-
broken surface for application of a covering
thereover.

3. In a railway car having side posts, a sup-
porting floor extending between and joined to
said side posts, said side posts being curved up-
wardly and outwardly above the sides of the sup-
porting floor, a raised floor of less width than
the supporting floor mounted thereon and form-
ing shoulders adjacent the sides thereof, side
walls secured to the inner face of said posts and
having their lower edges terminated above and
beyond the sides of said supporting floor, and
cove members spaced in part from said support-
ing floor joining the side walls and raised floor
with one edge portion abutting against said
shoulders and having their opposite edge portion
abutting against the lower edge of the side walls,
the contiguous faces of said side walls, cove
members and raised floor lying flush with each
other.
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