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WENT TO CHICAGO

I had been glven perrnlsston io make a great Journey 1n Lhe

fa11 1f I cor:Ld. earn and save the necessary money. Captaln

Flnch salled a schooner on Lake Mlchlgan and ho was a fnlend of

the famlly and cornpetent to bandle a shlp on ths great storm-swept

1ake. It was a tr16hL prospect to salI rlght across tho ar8ul

expanse, all by nyselfe Lo ivld.l*laukee ln another stato - the

experlence of seelng a new state wou1d. of Ltself be a momentous

event,. 0nce therer I wouLd vlslt my cousLns end I would see

many sonderful thlngs.

A11 summer long the pennles were e*rned and saved. by all the

moans a boy of thlrteen could cor'runand 1n a newly settled. country

amongthewoods.Gardenstuffwas8rorynandso1d;pe1tswere
coLrected by trapping; probably there rrere odd Jobs to do for
nelghbors noy,l and then. And flnally the groai day arrlved whan

the long plan w&s to come to fu1f111m6nt, and iny father drove me

ln i,he lumber wagon to Ludwlgts pler some m1les eway where the

schooner !i'&s loading wlt,h f trewood and lumbe:. I CAn never

f orget tho st::ange surroundlngs 1n that shlp, the brlght green

paint, the odd. gangrlay st,alrs, and ihe funny furnlLure and

eccessorl-es; nor arn I allowed Lo forget the Llvo or t,hree bltter
dalis thet foLlowed ln a whLpplng storm y,lth the shlp rorllng and

iacking r rlo c on'rf crtab,le place to sit or 1 1o, and the awful s lclaness

consunJ.ng ne. To ihts day tlral Journey from shore Lo shore renaj-ns

c ne of ny terrible experlerrces.
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Whlle tn TTlsco:sln I had rldden on.a rallryay train; and I nust

have abscrbed much fron this wonderful experlenee.and, tked myself

out ln the amazement of lt for ln the early evenlng when the tnaln
drew lnto the statlon the conducLor rudely awakened me and puIled

me out frorn und,er the seats saylng the hourney was ended and I nusi

get off. I came home to itichlgan try a wonderful compllcated round-

about way that lncreased my rapldly accr.unuLatlng fund of knowledge

of the thon knosn world. I ectually went by steamer to Chlcagcr

a dlstanee of some elgbty mlles and tLrere I saw tLro st1LI Lrot rulns

of the great Chlcago ftre, all rny myself; I had the thrll11ng
experience of rldlng on a sLreet-car (d.rawn of course by horses)

and had stoop up most of the way not io rnlss any of the slghts;
and thence by bo&t agaln bone to South fiavenr ebout another elghty

mlIes. These expertencos were more than bad befarLen sny of ny

cotpanlons, and r was properly consuried. on tr:ave1 and asked to

descrlbo the wonders I bad seen. M,any must bave been the spell-
bound audiences around the corners of the schooltrouse that fali and

winter; and these dutlful llet,oners would LhemseLves go a-traveIllng,
and f sharld lead them.

It we.s ln the autumn of 1B?1 that cb.lcagc t'urned.. The snoke

fron that holocaust had drlfted across Lake L[lchlgan ln the October

days and, combined wlfh t,ho forest flres of the reglon, had eover.ed

the eountr^y wlth haze untll- the sun was only a rayless duLl red dlsc.
Tldlngs of dlsasterr ruln and sufferlng also hed drlfted lnto fhs
Mlchlgan f rontler, and tLre seLtlez.s, farnors and Sew townspeop3_e

were abscrbed 1n the accounts. Everybody wanted Lo see the

a*"'$rt:'*:J-cn, 'o*i !':,; co.,:1C 6te*"ii1r ii:: i:: cu:.lcslt,;r f o|hcrei, ras

ssal'ca j.r: Ltr6se oa;;s and r,ne journey acros; LLrg lake in aire lunberi-r:g

l lc';-E:leeLers wt s 1ike1y to be tenpestuous end fearsorTtc r 0n3-_v t:e,:'o_v
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young adventurers Ied by one who had seen the world and who could

avold alL pltfalls were proper sandldates for thls e3perlence. The

p ltfalIs were nany. Suave confldence men were on every corner; you

mtst not ventur"e ln sha&ony placos for thay !"ere there waltlng for
Just such people as you and t,hey would get everythlng you had 1n

your pockets. Strage palnted women would begulle you. The horse-
cers woulcl run over You. Persons all dr"essed up ln flne clothes
would speak to yor wf.thou$ an lntrod.uctton and th.ey mlght do awful

thtngs to you. 01d Mr. Tomllnson had been 1n Chicago year before

last and. had actually beor chasod by a man ln the tunnel. IIoteI
men would lock you ln a room and stead yoo" clothes. you must

always keep yorl, satchel locked for someone ras sure to come ln
when yor were gone and take olru your.bery best thlngs; and you

must always carry the key to your room wlth you so that nobody

could get ln. when you went Lo bufl anythlng you must have the

exact amount of money ready, for lf you. gevo then more ths.n that,

bhey wrurd go out ths back door and nevor eoilIe back agaln; and

you must keep your coat buttoned up a1r the tlme or they wourd

take away your pocket-t,cok.

It $as no wcnder, therefore, lbst thore were few serlous
asplrants for a journey the comlng faIl to see the rulns of Chlcago,

although all of tho scholars rere eaptlvat,ed by the descr.lptlons I
gave Lhen and theihr parents rnlght have been assured thet no harrn eould
come to them under my guldance. ?he number rrho would surely go

dwtndred fron a clozen or so io eight or nlne, io slx or s6ven, and

ftnally to three, - rnyself of course, and Luclen and Ed. llo smell
pari, of the reacon fc:. the defectlcn cf :ire re:ns.t::Lng rj.ne or ien
ri8's 'LLre fact t bal noney was d.iff tcul-t Lo 6et, eno Lhi-s souicr -oe sn

e>;penslve -iourney. Af ter the nost caref ul- f i qurinq i.t i?as estLm.et ed
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t'hat a weekts trlp could not be nade for much less thqn tweniy

dol-Iarsr - &t least one shoul-d have that nuch (part of tt sowed

lnto the sb.lrt) tn c&se there should be any sllp ln the plans or

one of tb.e parLy should get lost ln the blg clty by not dolng as

r advlsed.

Luclen anc r l1ved on adJoi.nlng fanirs. }Te knew the woods

and re:re not, afrald of them and we knew how Lo get pelts and how

to prepare them. Our farms had land, enough to aIlow us t,o grow

thlngs for sale to the fon people who dld not grow thetr own $arden

sLuff. There would bo odd l,ots of applos and oLher thlngs for us

to selL. And our parents, seelng we vyere dlllgont, mlght non and

tben sllp sonethlng lnto the box for us. But Ed was a tttownte[.

rf he sot traps or made garden, we dld not knsw lL, for: he was

usualLy ttdressed uptt and be wore a collar. Illhere Ed got hls money

or how nuch he had I never knew; but his faLher kept a store and of
course such people have all the money they want.

Then chme Lhe great day 1n Late Septembey when the farn work was

ncaught utPrtr the twenty dollars was saved, and we were ready. Every

conLlngency bad been foresoen. I had purchased a paper collar and

had extna ones ln t,ho sabchel; and of course r did not forget the

butterfry necklle so popular in those days, Lhe klnd th.at hung on

th$ collar-button by an elsstlc loop, and thai, would. so wel1 conport
wlth the dlgnlly of a freckled young nan of fourteen and exper"ienceC

1n travel who was golng out f,o show hls conpantons tfthe dlghLsft, Edts
parents and nLne knew a laan who kep$ a boardlng-116,r"" on the North
SlCe Ln 0hlcago and there lt had been arranged rce wel"e t,o stay; and

i. i:a; ic=ai, j-e r: ngd ; i-:; -ntd+, aavanbage of being neer ii:e Ere?er-r,rorits

:':1:- i ils sc:Ce:"ful, to',ler thai y;e couirl c ilmb; I had been to the iop
li:e ';:c:d:ls i Lt.l couil:f l.::;:i. i, r-:-#e:. a-t a l-i r:i:tgt" I 'tE.d g::iiair:ed

-r: j::f I :':"i:i i:ll": c:::; he J-5il "
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Tho old sldo-wheel steamor Hunon sas Lo sall for Chicago on

Sunday nlght; and. we all boug:rt, roturn tlckets, io cone back on the

seeond trlpr whlch would be on Saturd.ay ntrght; and therefore the

wonderful Jorney would last from Sunda$ untll Sundayr

It was a rougir and rolllng nlghL, but t,ornorrow would be glor1ous.
I{e were docked by break of day. The great clty was scarcely anake

before wo ?rere npr orr:r satchols loched and readyn/ f took the boys

out, and up on Lhe brldge near which the steamen had bert,hed . I
told tbern about all the wond.erful cmft, and lhore was the Vlrglnla

ln whlch I had come dom: fnom Mllwaukee a year before and I toLd

Luclen and Ed all about the boautiful furnlture and curtalns that

were tnslde. The ta1L bulldlngs stretched, aray to the soutir and

the nortb, no end of them, r EES ever a clty so blg and wonderful?

And street-cers were running; Luclen was duly I-mpressod, and he saw

the lron ralls lald down through the mldd.Io of the st::eet, Great

t::ucks were rol1lng by, and the horses hoofs str"uck flre as they

sLralned up t,he grade to the brldge. We saw Lhe clnaw-b:.1dge open

and a shlp go through. In tbe dlstance tr&s ihe baze of early morytlng,

tnto whlch the hurrylng nagons vanlshed. Bu*, I told the boys not io
be afaald and ure would geL on Lhe street-car. I slgnalled the car,

and lt sbopped obodienL Lo my conmanrl. f walked rlght on and lold
them to follow me. Tfe aLl sat down, keeplng our hands on our satchels,

buL wero soon standlng up to see the slghts. I told the conductor

where I wanted [o get off. AL1 too short soe:ned that Journey, when

the car stoppod. and I led tbe boys to tho slde-waIk. Iloldlng orlt:

saichels, we walLed. t,o see Lhe car stai^t. The horses strained on

t,ne j.r +"yaces, ge-t,li::g tne j-:" f oothcld by ve erlxl ;c -..ne s'roe, '"he

great, sar starloo, ti-i€ d:'iver cianged a bell-, anci we wa'icaed lt
the :i;i:'i

dlsappear in ihe dlsls.nce, Then I led the:i Lc b'sy,-r-eilh. i sho?ied
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then the slgns bearlng the na.ilres of Nho streets, told. Lhem the even

nunbers of houses wero on the one slde and the odd nrrnbers on the

other; and I led then stralght to tb.e proper nurnber a}though I hsd

never seen t he place before !

One of our parents had wrttLen long before that $e were cornlng,

and the landLord was ready for us. ffe hail br"eakfastp and although

the feellng of the boat was 1n our stomachs we did fuLl Justlce
to the meal for there was a gneat day ahead of us. Then ne were

shown to two rooms, and vvere assured very poslttvely that otrr satchels
wouLd be perfectly safe. Then I totd the boys to slt down on the

bed and f would teII them nhat sights we shoukl s6e on that day,

I{onday. Dlrst wo wouldt walk to the water-works and cllmb tbe tower;

I knew the way perfectly welI, and then -. But Ed d,emur.red. Itre

said he dldnrt rant to cllrnb any water-lower and he guoesed he had

traveLed sone and he knew a thlng or two and he p?oposed to do tt.
Thls was rank tnsubor"d.lnatlon. I warned htn tbaL be mtght get lnlo
trouble, and Luclen thought so too. But Ed was tstubborni be was

going alone and he guessed he knew Just as qruch as sone oth.er folks.
II eau,*.xx would not even telL what he was golng Lo do. He was golng

to st,art rlght out and come back when ho wanLed to. Then Lucien
began to falter. He dldnlt know as he wanted to cllnb ih.o yrater-

toryer sLalrs. If Ed nas gotng alone perhaps he would go alonee t,oo.

And of cowse r }n:ew Just what to do and r would go alonee also.
And so tt was agreed that each would start out alone, and get sonethlng
to eat just where he wanted to, and when we all ca,.ne back io supper

eYe should teIl all the wonderful thlngs we had seen. Eut I cautloned
-iiL3 no;,'s Lc oe vei.y carefui cf i,hs!:,::rcne:i anc Lo keep e he,nd on.i,he
pcckeL or" '"ney ;nlgiri iose ii:e ii-roney or be slrinOled..

So I eage up the rryaler-iowsr anC too't< a st,reet-car souih for
- .i:.' rr'.:s:r!: cl i::e c it,1; " : r,;ouii r:'c rig_:i:t lnio ihe cenler of iliings,
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and surely I would see soirethlng [grandt'. The car vratted for open

brldge, and tben 1t crossod Lo ibe South S1do, that wonderland of

store wlndows and brl1llant turnouts and hundreds of men and wonen

all nd.ressed upn. It was Randolph Streei. I head.ed westward,

deter:nlned. to mlss notb.tng. And here the first thlng by the corner

tras a rlndor rlth the nost wonderful thlngs; and ln partlcular there

we"e red a nd purpl.e buLterf 1y bec$les. $othlng was ever so allurlng
as those purple oruamumts; surely I could afford one of them; I would

go wlthout anythlng to oat t111 supper tlme for one of those tles;
and how envlous Luclen would be ihat nlght! So ln I went. No

person res ln the front pari of tbe long narrolr store, but perso$s

rere standlng down at tb.o rear". And there was & show-case wlth a

curved glass front, such a case es no one had ever seen before, and

l ns1de were more of Lhose iurple beautles/ But I would not tel1
Lhem at once Just rhat I wanted, for lf f made my wants knonn too

qulckly they nlght, charge me more and they mlght arso thtnk that
I carne from the backwoods s€r,'r€where. So I would be perfectly at

ease and unconcernedf I leanod agalnst the marvellous case 1n the

most abstracted manner, and threw one fooi over the other to prove

my fanlllarlty w1[h such sceneer - gr]d crash I went through tho

show-case !

ttThatls rlght,r young man, tEat woalt cost you muchtt, carled a

harsh volce from the depths of the stor€,
The sun weni out of the sky, eihe people vantshed from the stree!1

the color departed frrcn Lhe necktles, and a coLd hard i.tght pervaded

the store.

Ehe man ctrt],e 'rr; l';1li: e saldOnLC gr!n, "A'Dsut, f we;i;; dc 1iarS,

lrcung nantt, he said.
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; iold hlk I dtd not have so nuch rnoney. He grlnned agaln and

Looked at me wlth cat,-Ilke eyes. I knew tha*r, he saw my peper coLlar
and my new necktle and that he loolred at my boot,s E f d ld not have

shoes, then - &rd ny clothes, and that he thought, I was fron the back-
woods. H€ would take 6very cent I had; but there was nobhlng else
for hln to taker no watch.l no jewerry, nothlng but my money and my

Jack-kntfo "

Then the sun gllmnered out agaln, tno or three people passed t,he

door, - r would. not pay hlm noney, r wourd buy a Lew glass! Thls
was consoltng; but the necktles vrere poor coLorless rags ln the broken
case. The man grlnnedi he guessed not; he would have hls money and

there was no use 1n waltlng any longer. But the iact that he talked
Led ine to Lalktng tool and f guessed I knew thai I had somethlng to
say about 1t. And flnarry he was wirrlng to make a bargaln. r
would glve hlm crhat money I had and then go out and buy a glass, ancl

nhen the grass was In ptace he wourd pay for 1t anil glve me back

Ehatevor illoney mtght be left; and he showed the gold fllllng ln hls
teeth.

Nol I would go out ano flnd a glass fronL and see that l! uas

put ln placei or 1f he dld not agree I would stp_nd rlght there. Iie

countered ny saylng Lhat he would send for a man who make show-cases

and r would walt t1Ll he cane. Ag::eed. r stood by the doorway.
f h:ew that the mants grln was fastened on ne. The gold fll_}1ngs
shone brlght,ly. on€ by one fhe people passed. A handsone turnout
roIled by. Trucks wlih strange hlgh-plled l-oads went through the
crowds. The ihlngs tn t,he stcre wlndows began to look good agaln, -
all 'ri-r--' ii:e necl:+-!es. But 'i,hert .iiaE scrnethr-nE hsa\.y i-:: :1, sic:raci..
lf *.r i -:,; -,^ rii!!:. o -i -- - ac eLJu ':t'rii-:is rltJii-v; i:r;ju aijilr.;u &i tne safte '"5--"ifg; al:$. Lng bUiifli-ngs 1:,refe

nCi; s c ial- I as t ne;,' fJg t e or. lhe sireet. c:"ies so aauslng. IICur.s *nd



-9-
days and weeks went by, and 1n an hour'or so the rnan cane. The gold

teeih sbone and lhe store man grlnned as he explalned to the show-case

man and made frequent nods toward rno. The sho$-case man came to me.

Yesr he could repalr lt; ho had. a front that wcuLd f1t; 1t would cost
about elghteen dollarsi he vrould get lt, and put lt. ln rlght aws.y. r
agreed. By noon the case rr&s as good as ever, the tawd.ry faded

necktles were rep1,aced.. I pald the nan - nearly elghfeen dollars a

the store man grlnned and sald la a tauntlng wayr "Good-b]r, younB

Illan rr .

Now lt $as known that I had saved twenty do11a::s for the Journey
to Chlcagoi ouL of that f had purchasod. a returu ttcket on tbe steam-

boat. But ln fact I had a llttle extra money sewed ln ny. sLrlrt that
no one knew anythlng aboutr so that r was not yet dead beat. But r
dtd not uant any dlnner, and surely f dld not want another necktle,
nor dld I care io r16e on t,b.e stroet-c&rs. f lr'ould never teil Edr

but 1wguld. teII Luclen and I knerc he had a few cents moro than a

tlenty doLlar b111 Left; Luclen and f would t'go snucksf'and nobody

sbould know.

so r resumed my journey, now past noon. r stopped at the
brllrlanL wlndows but dld not go lnslde. r war,ched the crowdsr'

and noted the funny nedlers. iThere were Luclen and Ed?

Slreet by sLreet I went. J Lur"ned a corner to Canal Stneet.
There on the eurb stood Luclen, the plcture of despalrl locklng as

lf he h&d no friend 1n all the world.

"He11o, Lucien, whaLrs tr:e rii.tter?n, I said JaunLl1y.
TJlihout e sn ile and herd.ly a look og recogni-tlon he repL1ed.,

p:1nt, ir:g ha. cl.i':ard, !:=ii! :is shculoe:., t'The;- i--i',,t lci a i 1 n;,- ric]?e-,-r' ,

I icokeC, ana safi €:. beaul:fui jeuel:,;, s-u or,<J r.:ith r aree s i:inin;
goiC.en b.aLis c.ve= --hE :oc:'v;ay. A nan sibcj
1;]':1?-,i, 

"' 
c i..{ ?r-:--r 11=i,;:r::.*: 1- :.: - '' -'"^" ,r,r 4 aL.^ -v!-rL,.j; -:r._.. .t_ ;,auUI*f S;
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Jewels, elghteen karats, guaranteed tlme-keepers, worih twlse the

money. Another men was showl-ng the watches t,o the cr"owd gatbered

there, some of then the neriest stlr]6 wlth open face and steni-w1nder".

Luclen had long wanted a watcb., and here vras hls change. He hsd b1d,

two dollars and some one then bid more; then he btd again buL how

much I could not f lnd out f or by thls tlme Luclen was co nfusod. It,

must have beon f,hroe or four dollars. The man told hlm io pass up

the money. Luclen handed 1n thw Lwenty dollar b111 and the man went

or, se1I1ng watches. Luclon sald he asked hlm for the watch and the

c hange but the nan had ordeadd hlm out of the store; and there I had

found h!n.
trNever mlnd., Luclentt, I sald, "f w111 make blrn gtve tt back to

!ou. Come rlght alone uilt,h met'.

So 1n I went, wlth Luclen fo1Iow1ng. In a ster"n vol-cer I sald

to the man behind tbe counter, tt?hls ls my frlend and you have stolen

hls rnoney. I want yOu to glve 1t rlght back to himtf .

Tb.e nan paused ln hls aucLioneerlng, looked at me stdewlse

rvhLle an amused expresslon came over hls red face, then sa1d, qutetly
ttstep out of the storep )/oLrfig rn8r11 sLep outtt. I wlLhdrew to tlre

stone step and paused therep Lucien followlng. ttGet cff the stepr

young man, gei off; you nusL not geb ln peoplets w&ftt. 'lIrLI h.ave

you arrest€d", I crled., and. sLepped to the edge of the slderselk.
tr0ome on, LucLenrt, I sa-LC, tt*e w111 get hlm ar"resled. We wt11

flnd a pollcemanrt.

And we f ound the pcllee,ran. He was poIlte. Ho woul-i go back

vilth. us. ile asired the red-fs.ced rnan wl:et lras the trouble. The

i.-,:- r-ai -!:*-v,-'-.^: --i 1------- r. l+hirr phnr:l ,t --'-.-! rTl1iA nr,'!iaantr-.''-::. Y.;: iLi:'Ii:'_iJ={j r_:.j.-r !-::,.:':- iiUii.ti!_iI H:..,UUL. Jv frl.tl..Le-,'?f.r '_t.i.C !)L::}UV.iis;j

sa:c rre nlgi-rl r'3Ilcl"L t.i:e case Lc i:eacqU.arlers. SC rce cii; and tre

i??:lt f tc.n one ic anoiher 'nut, t:elrei, got enll ree.rer 'r,he noney, aJ-l ihe
_ 

l- -- -- ^ir ' /. a^.- - /-!yr._ !, L _,:i ! L,i: €
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The autulnn day was draw*:g to a close o lte went back to Lhe

Jerelry store to make a flnal effort. The man and fhe buyers were

gore, and an oLher nlan stood gulrtIy ln lhe store; thls man kr:er

nothtng about lt. Ilo reallzed that the money was lost, and Luclen

had only a for eonts left and woulO not be comforted. I tr"led to

cheer h1m by telllng hlm I had some mcney left and we aLso had our

tlckets home and perhaps lve would better go on the Wednesd,ay nlght

boet. We ralked, to the board'1ng-hcuse. It Eas some mlles. Oun

feet began to hurt! we were not used t.o pavement,s. Wo declded on

the way to LoII Ed, He must have much money, and we would borror

of hlm.

There Eere no slghts on tho way. Everythlng had becorne

ordlnary and nolsy and dlrty, Tho bulltilngs dld not seem very

tbff after all. Tbe street-cars Jangled and screeched as tbey

went by us, and yet we thougkrt lt would be a great re11ef to rlde

on oDG r Wearlly and wlth ltttle conversatlon we trudged to the

boariling-house. iTe would dirst flnd Ed. Ile went upstalrs and

there sat Ed, the plcture of despalr. No, he had not had a good

t1me. Ee was ready to go home, Then he confessed tbat he had

lost, al-1 hts money, buf he wor:Id not LelI us $ow he had lost lt.
Three boys sat on the bed and pondered on the mlserles of man

and imaglned that greater horrors lrere awaltlng us. But we would

go horne on the Wed,nesday nlght boat, and our parents would be glad^

to see us s.ny$ay. Yei $e had board to pay and two rnore days ahead

of us. What was to be done? The onJ-y recourse wa,s the Iandlord.

He knew our parents and he woulc irust us/ lte must expleln that

ilc nad r,ee:i unfcr,t''.;.;ii:: a:;ci L:.*.', r,': icu::i ut n:edeC no:1 e r,.cne1,i'Lnar

Tr€ had pr.oviaeo. I prcpcsei ;i'r:.i E€ ma.lie ii:e speect:.1 buf; ECr retc:"t ed.

i::.at. I ?sas the iea:e: t! :,ll? i]E:i.:-" Tnen I thougl:'u ti".,et Lucien
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v,'ould make a flrsL-rg-Le presentatton of, the case and he had not had

much to say anywsye bul he fras 1n no mood. for Lhe seggestlng. They

balh inslsted ihat I should teII iho land1ord. ile lrer€ to ask the

landtord up to the roolrlo !1e rere all to slt on the hed and the

landlord ?ras to occupy the chalr, We rehearsed. what should be

sald to hlm, and lf he gave slgne of obJectlng, the others were tp
say somethlng at two or Lhree appolnted places.

It was a long ttne before the case was ready. Then I combed

my halr, looked ln tire glass to see bhat my necktle sa$ on stralghr,
buttoned. up my coai and went down stalrs to ftnd Mr. Earle the

landlord. He greeted me pleasantly; I to1d, hlm we would be pleased

to have hfit corne up stalrs for we had some few matters to talk over

wlth hlm. Ee would cone rlght away! and hls cbeery frlendly manner

made m.e feel thaL perhaps the world was not, all lost after al}.
when he camer three boys sat very prlm and erect on the edge d

the bed. trTou1d he please take the chalr. Ile boped we had had a

pleasanl d.ay. 0f coursw lt ls ha.rd work to see Lhe slghts and

young nen naturally get tlred at nlght, but we would bo ready for.

another day after a good nlgbtf s rest,. Th:ree boys were sl1ent.
Ed shlfled nervcusry, Luclen coughed. r cleared rny throat, but no

words eame. I trled agaln; somelhing was ln rny throat that kepi

tLre words back; but flnally I salo slowly,
ttMr, Earlor we have been unfortunate and - and-tt
ttYes, yesl i understand", choerlly brcke 1n the }andr.ord..

ttYoung nen are 11keLy to have troubles the ftrst time iheSr come to
the c1ty. r knowi you beve lost your money. Never rrLnd. You

r:'11i get. over-. :f,. I an acqr:e j.rieC r:':'ih )rcu:. ? t"ri,r; end you na:,, :-i:;:
&s iong s.s ]'c'11 1i-ire ans aaazd sene ne i,ne pali y;nei: ycu tet honet'.
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Ed and Luclen relaxed and one of them cackled. perhaps r
thanked Mr. Earle, but probably not; there are times when grailtudes
8.r{e too depp for thanksglvlng. t'Come on down staLrs, bcyst', he saldi
"I knoers you are hungry". And suddenly we dlscovered that, we rrere

lndeed very hungry, and the odor. that seemed unpleasant to us a fevr

moments ago all ai, once turned lnto the fragrance of potatoes and

fn.led Eggs and all ttrelr accompanlment,s. Then three tlred boys

went to bed wlthout any plans for tomor"row buL happy 1n the thought
that they would go hone lled.nesday n1ght. There nas somethlng tery
comfortlng about the thought of hone; end. chlcago, the sLreets, tbe
people, the turnguts, €ven the water.-bovr€re were cold and beartless
and altogether unIoveIy. All of them together could not compare

wlth the old. cor out there ln the barn at home; and she would ask
no questlcns.

Ttresday we were up late. The ctty looked d.rab and. coLd . There
wss nothlng we wanted to see. I[e welked the streets most of the day,
aach by hlmself, and caine back aL nlght tlred and wlth sore feei" yile

had no experlences to r"eLate. TIe had had no money to 1ose. f haxs
had glven Luclen a few centsp but Ed dld not want any. we engoyed

our supper"s and the board.lng-house was warln.

But flednesday we were ln good sptrlts for iontght we were golng
hone. ?oda"rr we wouid see the big b,uildings, the cit,y hs1l, the
post office, the Pa1mer House greatest of hotels, and Ero would all
walk through Lhe Lunnels. ft was altogefher a good day, but
tonorrow! How glorious woul-d be the slght of horne and how surpz.lsed
they would be to see us! fhe t'oat was Lo sall at eleven orclock
l-nei- nic'ht-- hrr* r's .r4q.-1 a'  v, 1^^^..^r ^L^.!ij;u riILi.ru, u'wii.; \-,-- cLrL.-u sc ulj uuirl'L. a.cu." nine o-- tgr. trg r:cu]d

gc Clr,ec"uly Lo oai an; 'ce r.eac;" Ls iand gii dai,,breai;. 6e paekea

OuI" satcLteisr -Oe:-ri; St:.fe thel*,, e1r.l::, erLicl-e lvaS accounied fofo



-14-
Early ln ihe evenlng, rylth reIlef ln every act,1on, re btd goodby

to Mr. EarLe, assured hln that we would, send hfun the money as soon

as we reached. hone, and starnted for rhe long street-car ride to the

rlver. ?he clty looked very st:range aL nlght, and also very gay

wlfh the brtlllant gas llghtse soil€ of them wlth coloned globes,
Gatly we went lo tb.e dock, but what was tb^at? - tL.e dock was bare

and dark and enpty. No one was about. He found a loafer near by,
and he replled tbat [ho Euron d1d not, cone tn this norntng t - not

he dld not knor nhy.

We walked the doeks ln the hope of flndlng someore who could glve
us any word, of comfort; ne went up the streot and opened the door at
two or three places rhere non were smoklng and dnlnktng. Flnal1y a

man behlnd a counter ln white Jacket and wlth a boery faee told us

to go home fo:: no bot't had corne ln and of courso none would go out.
No, he dldnrt knon rhy - probably had rnlssed a trlp - would bo ln
agaln on her regular trlp Satwd.ay mornlng.

The great black clocks vvere cold and dreary and the nlght was

du1l and t,he place was darnp wlth bad and homoslck s,nells. There

was nothlng to do but to go back to Mr. Earlets, and we could not
walt to save our few remalnlng cotns by nalklnt for L[r, Ear1e wou]d

be ln bed. Our satchels had grown ver-v Lreavy. ?he sLroet-cars
would never never come. The gaudy 3.1ghts dtd not look cheerful.
But there ras a rlght ln the front ha11 at the Earlers and he had

not gone to bed. He assu::ed us that tbat ras nothing - boats often
mlssed a trtp; and he rentnded us that ne had orr return tlckets whlch
srould be just as good on saiurday nlgbt, and th.at was tbe ttme we

had ple.nned f c 5o hcne arl'rre:,r, ft tsES be:.t,er is na* iu:,ne i cu1 $cr

i:e esridl for norr vre l';cuis to Lo tir,e park anc io t,ne eni of Lae car
Line on the souih Slc.e and we coui-S go tc Barnunte i.':.ueeun" agaln



'tE
-Ict-

he would lend us the money for tt. W€ decllned. the offer of irroneyr

b,owever, for !?e would already be so much ln debt that'lt would take

all lhe next year to rnopay lt; but we were agreed, after atl, t.hat there
sere lobs of slghts we had not aeeni we had not yet been to ihs
slaughter-house or bhe gas-T{orks, and somewhere there Bras a foundry

where t,hey nade thlngs our of redhot, l::on.

Thursday and Frlday and SaLurday were days of roary mlles, sore

feet, sparkllng thlngs ln wlndows we were very sure we dld not wantr

os Lusclous blg cookles and Jel1yrolls that would have tasted
awfttlly good. But we had watched the grea'b prLntlng-presses fron
tbe str"eet where the evenlng papers were being manufactured, and

had gone through the tunnels from the other end, had laughed at
the merry-go-rounds 1n the park; and had seen men asleep ln the sun

pn the benches for the day.s were novv gettlng cold, so we had nuch

to talI the boys when we got horne. We had gono to the lake shore

and lnaglned. that when we found a stone or plece of lron to throw
we were sendlng lt away out lnto Lake;'*leSlgan dlrectly torard honte;

and Sat,urday the Huron would be ln f or sure.

E:r1y Saturda;r nlght the qtfichels were locked again, the last
goodbys had been sald and we were off for ihe steamer. The wlnd

was hlgh and sharp ihat nlght and we could hear the fa:-oiliar roar
when there was "& sea onrr. ![e had some feellng of dreao and

apprehonslon of the passage uhat nlght, but home was across tho
lashtng waLer and ln the mornlng early we riourd be there!

-I?s stepped gally from the street-car, but as we tunned ihe
corner toward the dock our hearts sank - no steamboei was there!
3ii S:i= ',^,'g.S ;1 nhcl-,-''! :. .r'in t !-,a f iVg:' iCaCL:-:g *.nC g;CUiC be COFr,n ,,i03'1,,

"."." ;;-.;;; ;" ;",;;;,';;";;"";;;:_ anc ii wouio be we,=i: .r.here

enri ue r culd eal t 
"



-16-
we entered ihe offlce wtth splrtts.htgh. "ylhen wlIr she be

d.ovin?rr, snapped the rnan at the wlr:donl arrd tur"ned to hls desk. llle

walted, then lnqulred agaln. nl,ald upi seasonts'over; no more

trlps thls yeart', he sald wlth a gri-n. Ti:ree stunned bols dropped

on the wooden seat. The slngle lamp was ghastly diln. The place

was gettlng coLd. But w6 hsd return tlckets: she must make another

trlp. The man grlnned; sorry. But, would he give us the money

back? No, of course not; he had nothlng to do about lt. Iye

wourd have to see t'rhe companytt for that. But who $,as the,tcgmpanyrn

and where dld tt llve, and what could lt do fon tlred bomeslck boys

laLe on a Saturday nlght? We suspected that when aLt rre were 1n

Chlcago the t'Conpanytt wolld be 1n Sout,h liaven, and wher, we were tn
South Havon lt would be 1n Chlcago. Falth had fallen ln everythingl
and the contng day would be but an extenslon of the ntght.

I[e were at t,ho end of the road. we wou]d not go back to ffr.
Earlets; rlor we woutj sleep pn the seats Just where we were before
vre would do t,hat; and then Lhe nan began to shut up hls desk and to
make preparatlons to close the place. The b,Iank dead nlght nras

befor"e 11s. r Lrad a rlt,tle rnoney, but how would t,hat get us home?

A t,rLlliant tdea stru.ek one of us. fie would take the Lraln
around ihe lake to SL. Joe an<i then waLk the twenty-five miles hone.

I[ie counted our noney all but Ed and he thoughl he had enough.

lThen did the train go? we asked the nani he dld not knon but he

cras sure lt had gone, for lt yras now 1ate. trflhy not take the boat

across to Benton Harbcr and St. Joe: the i.lessenger went LaLe or
saturday ntght? iTe ac cepted the suggest lon . r,le went !o ihe
'i^^^- ""-^sF -r^- -..,:,''i i eni''l r^^rr *!^er,r. *.i-L-.iii$iis.tr!)i.g, ti:lel': i ;{;a s s:ig Lu*-* ;o.!! DUv_r, vr-!,_ ! .,:_ r-i. l:ci, b+

urr*ir*i:-" ca-rins, i,ut, c*.pirs aie rrci maiier LC us even j.f rqe coul"d

aff o=l ihen, :;ben L:i€ t ioket,s '/rere p.Jr.chsed I nr.d *:out, i!!.*_; cent,s
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Ieft. IYltb. thls rve pr:.rchased sone crackers and cookles a'r, a 1l'ut1e

stand thaf remalned opan for the acconodaLlon of dock-hands and stay-
by-hlghts; we mlght be hungry ln tb.e mornlng.

It $tas a rough and cold and sousing nlght. We flere slck and

slept only by snatches. 01tF splrlts wcre chll1 and }ow. The

hours dragged mloerably. It rra.s a <ireadful experlence .

fb.o early nornlng broughf wblt,e seastck banks snd bluffs of

sand ln the ch1L1 drea'r dylng auirrnn; but at loast they representod

Land. }1l€ were reLlevEd to qult t,he shlp although we ]rners not what

ralght be before uso llle wanted. no breakfast, and, had no nonoy to

buy 1t. But I held fast to the paper bag of crackors and cookles.

The nearest way home was s.long the Laker oE the boach. Thls

w&s twenLy-flve mlLes. But flshervnon and others said there were

long stretches whore tbe beach was washed away and the waLer lapped

the cliffs and that there was no posslblllty of walklng home by such

a route at that blrne of year, ?here was no dlrect hlghway; the

country was new then, and nuch of lt a wllderness.

0n1y one rouLe rernained. Ilo would walk ihe rallway to Bangor,

sone ihlrty mlles; fhon iake thre hlghway th:rough ihe new country and

the'ffoods Len nlles to South Haven. Each wltb, a s&tchel ln h1s irand,

tired, neuseated fron the effecLs of the.:urging nightr w€ set out

Lo co't,er the fort,y mlles between ourselves and hone.

It ?qas a nerv rallroad and had noi been ballasted or filled
beLween the tles. The step fror:r tle to tte was Loo shorb and to
the second tie was t,oo 1ong, and tirere T,ere fow piaces at whlch 1t
rrs.s posstt,le to walk outside lhe tlee along the rcadbed. So aI1

lunci;' 1on; r:e :rea s:;I.?d ou: :l,eps olre: 'i,ne $eEri ;;:i:-ir .1i:ig€, t'.:j.;:
feet btccning sore, wilh noiaing ln ihe ouil rancsoape -,,c clreer,

r::.h oi: l-ir i ne eniless re.11s ". ni tles ai:oao of us liile : ille ra:tianruei.l
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dtrectly 1n front of us for our ceeseless

and thlrsty, Vet had nofhtng to eat and

Ilie passed thrcugh llttle vlllages, drab scattered. places t,hat, had

no comfor"t for us. It was nearly dusk when we cane to Bangor, and

lhe thought of leavlng the rallfoad track forever was a thrlIllng
prospect. Iiere Ed announced that he had frlends ln the town and

thst he would go no further. But Luclen and I wore set for home,

yet ten rntles away. It was good io bo on soit ground agaln, to be

able to plck onefs way fron stde to slde of fhe veerlng rutted
roadway, to feel tbe relief on our bllsLered feet. The darknoss

caner the early deep October nlght wlih the threaL of wlnLer tn lt,
and tro reary boys trudged orr changlng satchels from hand bo hand

s.s one hand Yeas even more tlred than the othor. Soon v{e could not

see our foottrg, but there were no gruelIlng tles over whlch wo nust

neasur€ our stePsr agalnst, which we nlght stub our toes, fron whlch

we mlght, sktp and sprarvl on al} f ours. Yile went through f orests thal
stlll st,6od for the prlmeval order of thr world, before the settlers
had tntruded lnto the p1aco. Abcut half way hone wo knew we should

pass Luclenrs unclets place, a boId. farnr settled ln the wilderness,

and there we whould find somethlng good to eat. In due flrne ihe

nelghborhood slgns lndlcated that we were approaching it; then

appeared the great openlng through t,he trees, and then the outllne
of the buildlngs and the Ilght ln the wlndows! ft tras a cheertng

reassuring s ltht.
Ilow we enjoyed the s-urprlse of f he f olks and how eage:-l;r a6f,

a"'c::- p:'cuci;' r,;* e.xsrs,:::i t hs quesi1cns Lhat f,uniied cvsr each oih.er

f:'oni e:rer,',:;l:.e;iler:'oi L1if fai:lii,vl gno hor scon rne t,able wgj sp:.ee.i

::j-'-l ,n'-lk snc :re*c sl:i ccli 'reet and aplLe pte ! llever lras such a
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feast, ln the cool of ihe auiurnn nlghtr.wlLh the wood flre anqpplng

ln the stovel ft seened good, after a111 Lo i:ave boen so far frorn

home, to have had unexp€cled expertences; and. the story lost, no

glor1' 1n the te11in6.

0f eourse we lvere to sLay all nlghL, The spare rodn would be

ready as soon as lye wanted lt, for eertalnly we must be very tlred,
and we wqrId not be cal-Ied ln the nornlng; and all the members of

the fa:nlly would be walilng to hear more about our advenLuros. No!

were we not set for hone? And slx ntles would now be but a trlfle.
Refreshed and buoyant we swung again lnto the hlghway and the

d&rkness. soon we entered "The l{emlocks", thst heavlly wooded.

rldge of sand aeross rshlch the road wou:rd as lf looklng for a means

of escepe. Even ln the day tlme 1t was an experlence Lo ihr.ead.

bhese gloomy wood.s behlnd the steady tread of oxenrs foet, but to
plck onets rouLe th:'ough them unalded ln lhe dead of nlght was a

rrlerd adventure. Even to boys who knew the great foresLs and bad

slept together tn thera, and who bad roaned ml1es away tnto doep

places l1ke venturesonre hunters of old, these hemlocks held strange

shapes and. shudierlng surprises. trTe kept close togethor and stlenl
lest any lurklng belng mlght be dlsturbed and make so nuch as a

shadow of a nolse to affrlghl us. Tb.en patches of skyll8bt began

to appear lhrough Lhe fearful canopy, and socn we vrere escaped.

Eow Joyously we bounded oDr peering aL every barn and darlc farnhouse

as we passed for sone mark that would lndlcale our posl.ulonl

rt was approachlng mldnlght. Yesr there w&s ttThe Gyove" and

behlnd lt the whl+'o of Lucten's house, At Lastl *t rastl vye

rr::-iei e'L i.:rr cc::ler, j aeal: Luclen iryi-ng to waie Sp Li:e f ciks a::d

1 '*renL c!: j-. LL:g ionel]. f riencriess nighi. y€s r yes r Lhere wes the
-"1i cf -,-, a€ f ir-irse , arc i:'eyoni iL the urhlt,e glean of f he house,
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for Luclenrs fatLer and mlne hed cone frmr the back country of

Vernont and h.ad broughb thelr trad.ltlons wlbh them, even to the

clean whlte palnt of the llving-hous€r

rt was no gentle basltatt tapplng that awoke tha folks that
nlght" The door rattled wlth the bangl and probably ihe window

too . A response , nwho t s t,her"e?r? completed the ce:remonles and Lhe

door vras openod. No, nobody bad worrledi boys tn ihose dayse

llke the anlmals af farns and woods, kuew what to do wlth themselves
ttHow dld you gef here?tt, ttHungry?n, Lhon to bed 1n the o1d. room I
had reft so Long ago (now a weok away! ) At dayrlght the famlliar
ce1I bo be up and dolngr for there was fartn work to be done and

the trlp to chlcago vras ended. A yearts savlng nas ahead, to pay

tire extra eosLs of the great Jor:rney. ThJre was no time or

occaslon for a hollday or even a luLl Ln the plan of the daysr for
all experlences were part of the d"y's work and should lncorporate

lhemselves wlth lt. But alL through the cor.n-husktng, the

Lhreshlng, the gatherlng cf the Last crops, the cuttlng of the wood

for the onconlng wlnLer, there were rnemorles runnlng th:rough ihe
mlnd that lent a new flavor to the work-a-day world; and the boys

were always anxlous Lo hear, arthougb. the ;torles were probabLy

not so grand and enthuslastlc as those of Lhe precedlng wlntor.
There have been many Journeys stnce ihen. Strange 1ands have

been covered and geographies have cone true. But this was the
journey of the Journles. rt deflated the exlanding mlnd, set the

reallfles of lhe life ln Lhe foreground, dlsclpllned the ernoLlons.

0n1y one such experlence does a man have 1n a }1fet1:ne" J,ay

cc;:rpanlons ieve depa:'ied o:-. t he lcng jou;'ne5r, and sc fer" havc lne-r

gcnt ',,na'r, I :na:f never overtakg Lhen.


