
The Teller Family Papers 
Repository 
Dutchess County Historical Society 
6282 Route 9, 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
https://dchsny.org/ 
exedir@DCHSNY.org 

Access Number 
DC.0376 – DC.0386 

Processed by 
Finding Aid Author: Gregory Wiedeman, 2013 
Arranged by: unknown, circa 1954 
Described by: unknown, circa 1954 
Preservation work: unknown & Gregory Wiedeman, 2013 
Encoded by: n/a 

Date Completed 
2013 May 30 

Creators 
Abraham Schenck 
Isaac Teller 
Alice Schenck Teller 
Margaret Teller Van Kleeck 

Extent 
.5 linear feet, or 48 files 

Dates 
Inclusive: 1722 – 1929 

Bulk: 1776 – 1868 

Conditions Governing Access 
No Restrictions  

Languages 
English 

Scope and Content 
The collection consists of deeds, contracts, administrative records, correspondence and textual 
ephemera likely gathered by Alice Schenck Teller and her descendants. Most notably, the 
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collection includes administrative records of seven companies serving in the American 
Revolution garrisoning the forts of the Hudson Highlands from 1776 until 1777. These records 
include payrolls, accounts of rations and mileage. 

Historical Note 
Johannes Schenck was born in circa 1656, married Maria Magdalena and gave birth to Johannes 
Schenck on April 30th, 1691. Maria passed away on April 9th, 1792, and the elder Johannes died 
on February 5th, 1748 at the age of 92. The younger Johannes gave birth to Abraham Schenck on 
August 6th, 1720, Issac Schenck at an unknown date, and passed away on April 1st, 1729.  

The Dutch–speaking Abraham Schenck and his wife Elsie Vandervoot (born August 23, 1720, 
died October 2nd, 1784 (consumption), gave birth to 15 children: 

Name Date of Birth Location Death 

Johannes Schenck April 15th, 1740 Middlebush, N.J. died at sea, 1755 

Paulus Schenck November 3rd, 1741 Millstone, N.J. circa 1839 

Hendrick Schenck July 30th, 1743 Millstone, N.J.  

Neeltje [?] Schenck May 19th, 1745 Millstone, N.J. consumption, 1763 

Maria Schenck January 10th, 1747 Millstone, N.J. childbirth, May 19, 
1766 

Catherine Schenck September 22nd, 
1748 

Bushwyck, Long Island  

Abraham Schenck September 5th, 1750 unknown September 22nd, 
1750 

Hannah Schenck August 27th, 1751  Bushwyck, Long Island  

Abraham Schenck February 13th, 1754 Bushwyck, Long Island  

Peter Schenck November 1st, 1755 Bushwyck, Long Island  

Elsie Schenck September 23rd, 1757 Bushwyck, Long Island consumption, 1782 

Elizabeth Schenck January 7th, 1759 Bushwyck, Long Island  

Maria Magdalena 
Schenck 

January 23rd, 1762 Bushwyck, Long Island 1779 

Neeltje Schenck November 15th, 1764 Bushwyck, Long Island  

Maria Schenck April 18th, 1767 Bushwyck, Long Island  

Elizabeth Schenck married John MacPherson (born November 12th, 1758) on November 10th, 
1774. They gave birth to a daughter, Maria Magdalena MacPherson on August 25th, 1780. The 
child died on February 9th, 1782. 

The elder Abraham Schenck, whose account listed the above information, was the grandfather 
of Alice Schenck Teller. Alice Schenck Teller married Isaac DePeyster Teller and gave birth to 
Isaac Teller, who died single in 1868. 

It may have been Alice Schenck Teller who gathered material on her father’s side of the family. 
Francis Rombouts married Helena Teller, sister of William Teller, on September 20th, 1683. They 

 



gave birth to Catherine Rombouts who married Roger Brett. Rombouts was an elected official in 
New Netherland, serving as Mayor of New Amsterdam in 1679-1680. In 1683, Rombouts, along 
with Gulian Verplanck and Stephanus Van Cortlandt, purchased around 85,000 acres in 
modern-day southern Dutchess County. The land was granted by King James II in 1685 as the 
Rombout Patent which encompassed the east bank of the Hudson River between the mouths of 
Fishkill and Wappingers Creeks to an eastern boundary roughly halfway between the river and 
the Connecticut border. Rombouts died in 1691. Another daughter of Helena Rombouts, Maria, 
married Isaac de Peyster. 

In 1709, 300 acres directly north of Fishkill Creek along the Hudson was transferred to merchant 
William Peartree. Roger Brett was found on the 1714 list of the 445 inhabitants of Dutchess 
County (including slaves but probably not women); he died in 1716. In 1737, Catherine Brett 
transferred 150 acres on the north side of Fishkill Creek to Richard Prippen. Catherine Brett gave 
birth to two children, Francis Brett and Robert Brett, before dying in 1763. The estate was split 
between Francis Brett and the children of Robert Brett: Matthew, Francis, Rombout, Sarah, and 
Robert, and two grandchildren: Theodoures the son of Francis & Robert the son of Robert.  

Provenance 
The Teller Family Papers were donated to the Dutchess County Historical Society by F. B. Van 
Kleeck in 1948. 

Subject Headings 
Accounting; American Revolution; Business records; Commerce; Deeds; Genealogy; Land titles; 
Marquis de Lafayette; Rombout Patent 

Copyright Notice 
Individuals requesting reproductions expressly assume the responsibility for compliance with all 
pertinent provisions of the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. ss101 et seq. Patrons further agree to 
indemnify and hold harmless the Dutchess County Historical Society and its staff in connection 
with any disputes arising from the Copyright Act, over the reproduction of material at the 
request of patrons. For more information please visit the following website: 
http://www.loc.gov/copyright/title17/. 

 

Container List 

Small Collections Box 6 
File 
 

Contents Date 

File 17 Philip Verplank deed to Oliver Teller & Copy of division of Brett 
property by executors of Mme. Catheryne Brett’s will 

1722 – 1773 

File 18 Bond of Samuel Tidd and Peter Lawson to General Committee, 
guaranteeing aid to American forces 

1776 

File 19 Payroll of Captain James Week’s company undated 

File 20 Payroll for Israel Vail’s company 1776 August 
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File 21 Payroll of commissioned and non-commissioned officers and 
privates of Captain Israel Vail’s Company 

1776 August 

File 22 Payroll of commissioned and non-commissioned officers and 
privates of Captain William Pearce’s company in Colonel 
Swartwout’s regiment 

1776 September 

File 23 Payroll of Captain William Mott’s company 1776 August 

File 24 Payroll of Captain Cornelious Van Wyck’s Company at King’s 
Bridge 

1776 August 31 

File 25 Payroll of Captain Henry Ludington’s Company 1776 August 

File 26 Payroll of Captain Barnabus Swartwont’s Company at King’s 
Bridge 

1776 August 

File 27 Payroll of Captain Henry Godwin’s Company 1776 August 

File 28 An abstract of rations due to the field and staff officers of 
Colonel Jacobus Swartwout’s Regiment 

1776 September 

File 29 An abstract of the payrolls of Colonel Jacobus Swartwout’s 
regiment stationed at Peekskill 

1776 October 

File 30 An account of rations due me and my commissioned officers  in 
Colonel Jacobus Swartwout’s regiment under the command of 
Brigadier General Clinton 

1776 September 

File 31 An account of rations due to myself and the commissioned 
officers of Colonel Jacobus Swartwout’s regiment 

1776 December 

File 32 Payroll of Captain Barnabus Swartwout’s company 1777 January 

File 33 Account of rations due to Captain Barnabus Swartwout’s 
company 

1777 January – 
February 

File 34 An Account of rations due to the officers of my regiment for the 
month of January 1777, Colonel Jacobus Swartwout 

1777 January 

File 35 Abstract of rations due to commissioned and staff officers of a 
detachment of Colonel Jacobus Swartwout’s regiment at Fort 
Constitution 

1777 January – 
February 

File 36 Abstract of rations due to commissioned and staff officers of a 
detachment of Colonel Jacobus Swartwout’s regiment at Fort 
Constitution 

1777 January 

File 37 An abstract of rations due to the field and staff officers of 
Colonel Jacobus Swartwout’s regiment 

1776 September 

File 38 An account of mileage due to my company of Colonel Jacobus 
Swartwout’s regiment for their march from Fishkill to Tarrytown 

undated 

File 39 Fragments of payrolls of rations accounts circa 1776 

File 40 Will of Frances Rombout, narrative of Rombout and Schenek 
families 

1745 

File 41 A map of part of the Patent of Rumbout undated (early 
19th century) 

File 42 Letter from Hilary Baker to Jacobus DePeyster detailing the fate 
of two barrels of sugar and a listing of their account  

1778 October 3 

File 43 Four contracts 1791-1797 

File 44 Deed  between Isaac DePeyster Teller and William Byrnes from 
1792 with letter from William C. Hasbrouck from 1842 

1792-1842 

 



File 45 Narrative biography of Francis Rombouts (with typed transcript)  

File 46 Correspondence of the Teller and Schenck families 1768 – 1790 

File 47 Statement of Jacobus DePeyster that his barns, houses, 
“negroes,” etc. belong to his brothers and sisters jointly with 
him although trade is carried on in his name 

1751 May 14 

File 48 File of newspapers in paper cover labeled “Mrs. Alice Teller” 
containing copies of the New York Journal 

1779 

File 49 Printed essay on Babylon  1826 

File 50 Translations of Cicero’s essays 1826 

File 51 Receipts of Cornelia DePeyster Teller (widow of Oliver Teller) for 
repairs and taxes on two houses in Dock Ward, New York 

1754 – 1755 

File 52 Inventories of the estates of Jacobus DePeyster and Isaac Teller, 
will of Catherine Phillips 

1783 

File 53 Records of Isaac DePeyster Teller 1771 – 1820 

File 54 Records of Isaac Teller, mostly concerning “old mansion house” 1802 – 1867 

File 55 Personal papers of the children of Isaac DePeyster Teller: 
Hannah, Louise, Margaret Van Kleeck, Caroline, and Isaac 

1826 – 1858 

File 56 Papers of the Teller Family: deeds and land surveys 1813 – 1865 

File 57 Papers of the Teller Family: financial records, insurance policies, 
wills and legal documents, and correspondence 

1826 – 1850 

 
Small Collections Box 7 

File 
 

Contents Date 

File 1 Card to a ball for Marquis de Lafayette 1924 September 
10 

File 2 Two diplomas of William Campbell Hamilton of Baltimore, 
Maryland. Certificate of proficiency in Mineralogy and Geology, 
and Government, Constitution and International Law, from the 
University of Virginia  

1868 – 1869 

File 3 “Our Ancestors,” from Weekly Star 1881 

File 4 Correspondence 1803 – 1881 

File 5 Account of Abraham Schenck circa 1785, 
translated 1839 

File 6 New York Supreme Court cases, contracts, deeds, and accounts 
concerning the estate of Isaac Teller, managed by Margaret 
Teller Van Kleeck 

1868 – 1929 

File 7 Documents concerning donation of Teller Family Papers to 
Dutchess County Historical Society by F. B. Van Kleeck 

1954 
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