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Dumfries says

By PETER KAPLAN

Journal staff writer

Dumfries officials are hoping to harness
burgeoning growth in the town to reverse
its long-held reputation as one of the
county’s backwater jurisdictions, -

The growth could usher in a new era for
the town, which some residents feel has
been used as a dumping ground for un-

wanted Prince William projects. ' *
“Because past town councils have done
little to protect its interests, Dumfries has
been saddled with a number of unpopular
county projects, such as the Potomac
Landfill, said Mayor Robert McClanahan.
Most recentlfr, town council members
were taken aback when they discovered
the county. is oonsxdenng a 30-bed home-

‘Don’t pick on us’

B Town resists shelter/A26

less shelter there, and that the Virginia
Power Company was stringing a massive,
500-kilovolt power transmission line
through the town.

Dumfries officials are concerned that the
ghelter will bring drug users and the men-

tally ill into the town

And they worry about posmble healt.h' :

effects of the electromagnetic field gener-
ated by the power line,

Recent studies have not con:ﬁrmed sus-
pected links between the powerful electro-
magnetic fields' and cancer and Leukemia.

But the 500-kilovolt field'is so stmng itwill.
disrupt electronic equipment. anq wﬂl.even_ 4

"light up unconnected fluorescent bulbs

nearby, according to Khazar Westi of the
state health department’s toxic substances
bureau.

Town officials did not oppose the power
line, which will lie across 100-foot towers
on Route 1, when Virginia Power told them

" about, plans for it during the early 1980.
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They have no way to resist it now,
McClanahan said.

In addition, past town officials
failed to get desperately needed
state funding for roads and water
and sewer projects here.

«We lacked the desire” to get state
funding, said former council mem-
ber Samuel Bauckman. Many of the
town’s problems came “through lack
of knowledge and inability to deal
with what was going on in
‘Richmond,” he said. C o

“Time was we had a sleepy little
town,” said one Dumfries official.
Now, “we need to take care of it, in
-~ right way.”

1just don’t think the concern was

here,” said Mayor McClanahan. “It's’
like they figured they'd wake up .
the next morning and the town still
be here.

“But now the world’s changing,”
he said. “We're an urban commu-
nity.” ' -

“Nobody’s. ever stood up to actu-
ally ask questions,” McClanahan
said, referring to the power line.
“Now, we ask questions.” - S

During the last 4-5 years, the
development that has transformed
the eastern part of Prince William
County has filtered "down’ to
Dumfries,the oldest incorporated
town in Virginia. B

Last month, the council hired
James Crouch to be the first town
manager in its history, responding
to the administrative burden of a
flood of commercial and residential
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growth in recent years.
- And none too soon, some officials
believe. During the last several
years,” the small staff has had
trouble keeping pace with growing
administrative needs, they said.

~ Crouchwill manage a town whose
budget has ballooned from $243,399
in 1980 to $784,779 in 1989. Dur-
ing the same period, the town’s staffl
has grown from seven employees to

The changes have brought new

" neadaches and new responsibilities.
But Brown said he believes it will
also bring the money to deal with

_the problems.
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