
MinianreCollector

't.annol remember a time when l was-nol
L l*",.,i,- t;*"' t om aI sonc or bu dr"rs

l"ru,.I'ut' Ii -hidl"ood thele we,re the slan-

rlard wooden blocks, then Legos' oLwtuchl
mu'thave had rl'ousards' Myhouses became

larser and more elaborate' Alter school my
'rn'3"i, *o,la *u -" ,t eu lavonte house <rvle

,"d Iwould draw tbem a house'

Mv first exposure to mimatures was lohn
z*"#"i:."ran"i; n;*. "pll.a. 

which Loured $e
IJnned Sra'es 'or the nation s brcentenfldl rI1

id)n 
-rt 

" 
*,. , ,*,'v ,mpressrve house ro I e'

,",".ii'-v;t,J;i*rav had I tasc inatro-1 wirh

irchirecrural 'nooels. A" age ll lassemtlled d

il,.r"i,r" t."i" ,". " 
tii and sold rr ro a col-

lecror, bur I was not "atisEed todssemble naru
f,.hred housesi I wanEed ro budd my own

"?l',L" 
vr, i,*"' "t"*eo 

me how io.use tre
::;?i..;i1;',*",,nd soon I was busv gr'r

"."" ,,., ".".r 
*..a *g"Eher on mv own' I hlrilr

bo"'r'"". tor any r"ason or no reason at all l even

bu t a house hot l-he taruly cdt' Wh-le.l was rn

hish scnool, I built a much lar8er P'ayhouse'
wirchl sold to *re omer ol tour tats' 5ne

;;;;;;;;;;;....o her Plavhouse whirh
;;,i;;;;;,",,. *irhwbod floor' and 25

.,r'".,..tiJ"" *. t"'el" Ihe cacs mored rn

'-medratelv 
ard tooL over the house'"'"aililiih;;. 

e t.. h,sh s'hoor in non-hem

C,tifomii. ) arrnded Chap-Yran Uruvenrrv'
*r'"..I *,a*a ru- p'ducrion SnI wanriag to

h,nld- i strrted kamng an enoflnous sel ot
Ucrorian row houses on the t"vo inch to one

r""L scale, nehL ur.he mlddte of my aparuffnr'
ft"" rowerid eiehr tee' ceihgwald Mv olvn

i'X;k;';, rie ro* housel climburg eight

feei ro sleep in the attic.

Upon sraduation, I embarked on a corporar
.,,"", a""duertor ot oeuelopmerL hor a hea'th

ll." ..-*." u,, a" ,rge ro bund remaLne'l

'rto^n. 
,r,o ti i.irtr'"" seemed ro oHeI Lhe bPsl

scale ior my g.and,ose 
'deas 

I"nvisioned,a
.".es of estate stvle homes, wluch corllo De

h,,ilt as a srouP or collection
Bv 1997, I was workrng Lhrough ideas.on

*#' i.ir,l* r *isl,, 
'u-n 

mvn-ershborhood or

i..'us"". j r,*,'.a ,n? *te ot eich nouse."oulrl
finance $e next project' Looking ba(l l was

,,rherrralve. Mv familv and hiends probabry

r-houehr mv dream was a Iiflle 
'razy 

but.rt wrs

-, di"am ifter aX ln1994Icameup$'thmv
companv rume, Phe lsiand Desrgns' aher.a

",-i lriad s.en wtule on vaczdon rn trorrda''-ii*,. *.,n., t* v"ars betore I would have

Lhe (hance to "rart my business In th' mran_

,i-". r "*J.a 
,tr.CaO to producc design' r

['*, !1",.f,"a . p*,il. t also began to resea"ch

**1,+:rt*+l,Ir*lg+:*tl-*l;+*g',*!"';,-l*
exPansive teel lo rhe intenor
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Chateru d, Bais was Ma
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i/irk v'sual'zed wallrng up rhe front

1:?:,"'i .'j"',JT5,i"":.'Ji li i;li' f 
^"slarned qlass wrndow on rhe'ba'K.

warl air;nds rhe ,'ew us ns rorc€o
.prsDe.tve t enlarge lhe 'oom 

rwn
.,";,.es are desLqned to veeP the

'**- uo rc .e* evels A PrP€ organ
!owers o;e.th€ room ror added drama'

the mark€t. a]ld i$ 1997 attended

my first real miniatures show in
Ilorida.

Whirimoressed mewas the
oualitv and anistrY ot the fumish_

ii'* aid accessories oEfered' But
rhlre were no housesl Where was

everrone puninP all these beautiLul

thinls? I ston realized that manY

oeoole were consrucung rnet own
lrr ri""ses. and some had comds-
sooed beaurful custom homes'
t'aosr of the srytes were very uadi-
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These oholos show the constrlclion oJ H,//
House lhe childhood home oI an lllinois
native The acllal house is so large. at
I2,OOO squdre feer rhat N,4arl and his client
de.'ded rhe mode wou d be rti.ch *ale

tional, so it seemed there might be a niche for more
conremporary designs.

lr 1999, I was lolced our of my corporate rut

when I was laid olt from my lob. I looked to mv
dream dnd decrded iLwas now or oever. WiLh my
severafce pa.kaqe and some dddiLional I apiral rdised

trom i,r,e.ton, ilomed my business and drd nol
look back.

I sel out to build a ranqe ot stvles char would be

comoletely different one-kom a;otrer, a blending ot
s.vles co , reate my own look. Chareau du Bois was my
frrst real attempt io ofter somethrne new and differ
ent ro r}e minjirures urdustry. k was a compleuely
swlzed fr.nch count'v house, a chareau uqlke anv I
hjd seen, except in my mind Thls was January 2000.

Mv next proteiL, a J0jroom mansion called /,?1,d,;1
Miza, wis ablerd ot federal and neo classrcal dlch;-
tecrure. I qot.amed away, addine iearrlres no dou

shouid have ro Lve wir-hout: a baUroom, l:brary.

,ndoor swurLmme pool, arone witl su bedrooms and

6ve bamrooms. ii wa" a four-srory manson made tor
hours ol DtavEme. Bur rt was En]e to gPL serious.
Now. wiih is ot 30 Dlanned houses complercd a-nd a

..w serres ot rooms undel wav, I stih have mole con

.eols *El wr! orobablv everhdve rime to builo.
'-Where oo you get your rdeas?'exclaimed one col-

le.tor at mv first show in Arizona.
ldeas cai-r come from almost arrywhere. Film school

(auphr me nor iusL ptodu, rion cechniqueq but al'o
ho; ro see the world l}roush the eyes of an amsr
this means obsewr,re shaoows and bghr' ranges ot
col"'. propomon and p"npective, eLc.. Ln everyday
.,-.,i"a,i'ps. an ar"h;reci or artisr look: For torm ard
dscovers h;dden (lues Pvervwhere A tile panem can

reveal a floor plar. A mouniain ranee might resemole a

iapped root Lne. The easiesr nar-h cout"e tor me was

ge?meuy, ano there ; " lor ot geometry tord u-

ar.hrkcrLre. My favonte c .hitrcts use Seomeuy to
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Diamante. a st/.ctrte
Ma.k buill,n 2002.

appe.rs difierenr Jrom
every angle h Jealures

laux slone- ste€i and
Plexiglas windows

Although N,4.rk desi9ned
tr as a modern holse.
ils buyer uses ir as.

co.temPor.ry art sallerY
ln whi.h she displays
eve.{hanging exhibi

tons ol m'nrarure art.

On @\,et shaws two

dews of thk building

Of all his structuies, 4qrrrna was probably the most wo.k and
also the dosl lu., Msrk said. lt was inr6nd€d as a modern an
qallery. The.e are plenty ol walls for paintings. and open

Cradln was lhe second n a seties. Jollowing the pate.n of an
earlrer small strlcture Mark said this was some ot his iinesr
laux sro.e linishlng. as he conlinued to reiine his lechniqu6.
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engineer some of the most intelest-
mg spaces.I rlLinl people are
drawn to these dvnamic foms in
Part for the emotrons fiev evoke I
iike ro do sauctur:J framLng to cre-
ate t}ose forms, and ensineer
thngs simJar ro *re way a tull
scale building would be buitr

The Ersr films had the srmolest
of subyeftmaner and acong, cam-
era angles, lighting, etc., but from
those rather crude aaempts, the
industry moved forward at Lghr
speed to p.oduce vrsual exuava-
Sances to de[ghr the audience.
Miniatures have followed the same
kind of padl moving beyond ele-
mentary tumishings and acces-
sories to the crcarior the most
amazi.gly derait€d obiects.
Whether an originat or replica, it is
tiis painstaking attention to detail
that ultimately rllakes a miniature a
work ofart. I

tfi
I

m

tl,Iarlz s houses ant{ struaures sell
far S2,ioo to g2j,0o0i roojfls staft dt
S9oo.

Pine lsla,llDes;gls, PO. Bo'
11312, Fon Lauderddle, FL 33339;
narb@n arbrn4ti rr. ro m.

Mark wo.ks on a new roombo, in his studio.

tahaflnd Manoa a 3}rcon mansion. teaiures an,.doo. swimminq oool

a
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^,7,rDorrcwas 
a comnr ss oned modern aIt museun tot a

lliiil,.i" .r,.'u rl" ot", 
's 

a reversed mitro. rmas'. and the

""-,i -."" ^.*:,"- r, "ii;, . q";;,,- .;

tlllhl vle\| 01 l\4imfronte.

Mark's TiPs:
^ I 6, r,.nrtcdur. it a blend ol o d and nc*' 'w "' we brv" 'een berore "rd 

new

Ar ;l;;*H:l::;n:r:;i"H l;[;ir:]::: :'"'"-"'Ji:i;iJ',:?l
'"i''y.[ij'"",.+a 

'prdreau nvor]'oJecri'8or Ireat:n8 'or'rde 
rhe'cLrp'ro'

embarking on a new Prolect:

. L nre floot olans vo' world want ro rrve w'th n your owr horne

. r "-r.'"".tL' c",.t, l\ r Parrv(lv m"ke)'ourowne' e -' blenLl wl ) mrrtdr' 
'j-'",,*",ta *,t"' i"..vdte: wh,r do"vour drtdr hou'e ook lik-c'

. V'o re rnroueh I i'roD. \eor Ln8 on srulF5 wrrh w5rc\ /oL lrel "n 
d hrury

. .trJdv oroooruo ,s ro "nsLre r'Lurd v windor'' doo r' ' ri irg l-Pi8hr' rool l ncs' er"

.tr.tl,".'-u,, .. r"r. dcv"lolcd proPon'oas ' s r8 ''ri -rrLlcnrLidr prr' ro Fs

Fach detarl has srerofLcance.
. R"-;;,; il,*.;,;;; ro discovPr s here Lr.e stv's' ane fr on ar d whv',,,
. Itvoucanr findsonerl irq w\<Lh. a compon'r' o-roro"mav r' )ourerr
. Leirrr ner ue.hniqu"s ", 

.'" r. vo., owr' Lrpcrimen Jnd l PPP r'rP" ol (he detar|

t-o Lo the lrbra v or books o P ro re'ea" r' vou s^l'
. l)on't be i ,Llmidar. d. An "r' sr cdnnot b' rFrd d ro sI f d rLonP'

. i"r", il",[.,]". ti p b". L and r"l'" n the vrcw. aor'e' ratp vo' r errors'

. r1,,1, vo,i,o"k u Ll- e\ e1 or" ) o <row., nd w\en vou run oJr.ot \p,.e' ro'<roer
";";;; i; y.,, ;'r"i,;." i" " ,",*, . '. ' hrrdrir s hoso tar r
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