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" Cleaning the community

(L-R) Rﬁiannon Stocco, Hashim and Tanaesza Russell cleaning up some
chopped wood to help improve one senior’s yard

Community News photo by Ebba Liguori

by Ebba Liguori
.southjerseylocalnews.com
In cooperation with Pemberton
Township Recreation Department,
St. Ann Church sponsored the
Youth Commumty Outreach in the
township.

Everyday at 9 a.m., the stu-

dents gathered at St. Al_m Church
to travel to their destinations
‘throughout the township. Among
the many areas the youths visited
were Bayberry Beach and Park,
Turtle Log area, the Clubhouse

Road Triangle and other spots in’
the Browns Mills area. They col-

lected and bagged trash and were
amazed at the accumulation of
debris at each location.

-The projects were orgamzed
and planned by adults Father
Edwin Mathias, Sue Winters,
Mike Pinto, and Paula Kosko,
Township Recreation Director.

Assisting in logistics and
supervision were Anita Pugliese,
Brett and JoAnne Lehr, Mary

Douglas, and Sean Carney Sr.

Assisting at various locations
were township public works
employees for supervision and
heavy lifting.

Students participating in the
comm_unity cleanup and painting

were Hashim and Tanaesza
Russell, Rhiannon  Stocco,
Melania, Joseph, and Robert

Pugliese, Jacob Saville, Alyssa
and Breia Lehr, and Maryrose
‘Rude.

Add1ﬁonal studcnts who helped
‘See Cleaning on page 2

by Adam Tait IIT
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BROWNS MILLS —
The 28th annual
Whitesbog Blueberry
Festival June 25 was a

huge success: an estimat-

ed 7,500 people attended
the fete, drawn by the
food, attractions, history,
the pleasant weather, and
by the historic fruit itself.
Those drawn to the 10
a.m. opening reported the
long lines of traffic to
enter actually took about
30 minutes to clear, but
once inside, it’s difficult
to believe that anyone
could have had anything
other a wonderful time.
There was, of course,
an almost infinite variety
of everything: food, color-
ful items to purchase,
interesting history lessons,
an inflated tent form the
kids to jump in and wear
themselves out on, music
and “green” groups, hop-
ing to sign you up to help
preserve this pristine area,

- which without heavy vol-

unteer effort, could quick-
ly and easily fade away.

There were photo and
art exhibits, both breath-
taking in their beauty.

But everywhere, it was
the blueberry. They were
in pies, strudel, cheese-
cakes, ice cream, boxes, to
pick and on bushes avail-

able to buy and plant.

Jersey history buffs had
to be in heaven. There
were so many fascinating
lectures, you had to pick
and choose which to
attend. Two standouts
were Whitesbog Village
Restorations — Before
and After, by John Joyce,
chair of ther Whitesbog
Building and Landscape
Committee and Double
Trouble State Park, also a
company town, with a
sawmill and cranberry
sorting and packing house.

Other featured lectures
were on Jersey Vultures,
the Lenape Indians, the
carnivorous pitcher plants
and fire ecology along
with many others.

There were six musical
groups, playing and
singing, one each hour.
The Long Hill String
Band, featured old-time
fiddle music.

They were followed by
Home Cookin’, also fea-
turing old-timey music
and Clan Suibhne, repeat-
ing a visit from last year,
with their melodic Celtic
music.

Just after’ Long Hill
played, there was an offi-
cial welcome by
Pemberton Township
Councilman Rick Prickett,
who does double duty as

See Blueberry on page 8
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