January 3, 19kk

A Happy Few Year, if such is possible ir all this horror of var, Ferhaps thm-u_
is ®ome measure of heppiness in some of the thinga which are of promise in the world,
and I suppese we must dwell on them.

The packsge of bLranches you gent to me evldently was sids-tracked; for when I
received it, the branches were so dried up, &)1 the fruit had fallen off and the
leaves wore yellow,

The yellowing of holly foliage is, I think, a deficiency in the soil which eon
b2 overcome by the proper feeding, I gave a friend somo holly branches a wesk befors
Christmes and met hinm yesterday, FHe zaid, “I wish you could see these holly branches
nowe  Tou would not know themj they are greener and brighter thanwhen you gave them
to me," He added copper filings to the water in which he p!aead the branches and m**““
immediately the leaves twrned darker and ths berries brighter. While I know nothing
about this, there may be something to it. You might try "Vigore" on the plants in the
nmsrj ard see what haprens. I understand there is scme cepper in "Vigore',

The best-colored hollies here are those being fed with old cow manure; this,
apparently, 1s a great help in foliage color. Some of the trees in the woods which
have been fed with poultry manure, are showing far better color,

Mere is & lot to learn about rooting hollies, I am of the opinion that sumer
reoting of guite soft wood is a possibility. T saw evidence at a Long Tsland nursery
that summer cuttings had been taken with a heel from the main stemy that is, there
were a lot of cute made in the old trees, but the rurseryman would not tell me anyw

thing about this,

Wilfred Vheeler
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Your suggestion of using copper in connection with the fertilizer is very inter-
esting. I shall try to experiment with it next eummer,

A few days ago I had a very interesting letter from Ben Blackburn whe has dons
some work with holly, He was with the Extension Department of Rutgers University
before he was inducted into the Army., For more than a year he has been sngaged in
camouflage work in the vieinity of Fogton which taken him dewm the Cape Cod canal,

I am going to give him your name in the hope he may be gble %o eall‘ on you, because
he would te extremely interested in your work with hollye

Wilfred Whesler
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I hope the wer will be cver soon, for at the rate the Army 1s destroying the
woodlande in this area, there will not be much left. The Army cut hollies to put
over trucks in war games, when there ere many pines they could have usad, T never
thought 1t could be possidble to destroy so much so guickly. 7T alwost have to stand
guard to keep them cut of my place.

¥y rooted euttirgs are better than last year, I have some varietiss which rooted
about 90%, and that is very good for me. T now realige that it will be regessary to
tuild the proper kind of propagating house; T have an idez it need not be too EXDEN-
sive, for it could be mostly underpround so that the heat could be congerved and
applied 2t the proper place.

The young plants I put in last year are looking well, and T en plarning on

setting oul ashout 300 permarent nlantsz in the woods this sprive.

Tillred Mealap



