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Susan Marchese of Emery’s Berry Patch in New Egypt, Ocean County, prepares to box bluebe

The pupils campaigned for yesterday’s designation of the blueberry as the state fruit.

Blueberry earns sweet honor

BY MARYANN SPOTO
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

The Hadrosaurus is New Jer-
sey’s official dinosaur, square
dancing its official folk dance.
And now, thanks to a group of
fourth-graders in Brick Town-
ship, the highbush blueberry is
the state’s official fruit.-

“New Jersey has a strong his-
tory as the Garden State,” Gov,
James E. McGreevey said yester-
day during a bill-signing cere-
mony at Veterans Memorial Ele-
mentary School in Brick at
which he made the designation
official. “Naming the blueberry as
our official state fruit is a fitting

tribute to our culture and heri-
tage, especially because it was
first cultivated here in White-
shog.”

Fourth-grade teachers Gail
Damiano and Suzanne Kurasz
took on the project last year with
their classes when, in their study
of New Jersey history, they real-
ized New Jersey did not have an
official fruit.

Starting with Assemblyman
David Wolfe (R-Ocean), the chil-
dren — now fifth-graders — also
pleaded their case to the town
council, the board of education,
the county freeholders and to
two state legislative committees.
They attended the state Blue-

berry Festival to gather signa-
tures for petitions, and they met
with blueberry farmers.

Damiano said she was well
aware of the cranberry’s close
connection to New Jersey his-
tory, that bitter red berry even
appears in school textbooks. But
there was no ignoring the num-
bers when it comes to the blue-
berry.

Generating 42 million pounds
of blueberries last year and
nearly $47 million in sales, New
Jersey is second only to Michigan
as the largest producer of blue-
berries in the country. It is the
third largest producer of cran-

[See BERRY, Page 14]
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Iy pies for pupils at Veterans Memorial Elementary School in Brick Township.
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Visiting the school yesterday, Gov. James E. McGreevey signed
legislation making the choice of the blueberry official.
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