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: mThebluebel‘l'y jumps out
to early lead over tomato
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e t this bill
NTON — Some may throw tomatoes a |
:{Rfleasure designating the high-bush blﬁebin;y
1 (Vassinium corymbosum) the state fruit passed the s g e
- ‘ terday. ) :
Assi??xl:)g }l,lfs the };dvantage over a competing measg;'ﬁ .
stowing the same honor on the tomato. The tomattl th/
asn’t even had its first legislbaltlve ,hegarmg. Apd/yes,} _e
% is a fruit, not a vegetable. ' T e
; Pﬂ“%ﬁéi:rries,' a "delicious, nutntlouihaxll)t_iﬂ; healthful”
#fruit,” reads part of a legislative note on the bill.
j:»%f;‘mll\tfea:'xfeli‘f ths entire Assembly agre_ed, voting 79-0 to send_l
“the measure to the Senate for consideration. -
Even Assemblyman Francis ' Bodine, R-8t d of
Maoorestown, who counts among his political friends a
T ¢ . See BLUEBERRY A10°
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. Blueherry gets,
- lead on tomato

BLUEBERRY From A1

! number of'?cranbe Ty grotwe
] voted for the bill 7’ny"‘ 5}'0 ®
~ “Tlove blieberry pie,” he sai g
although hé said he could regret:y -
: : airing his preferérie might:

e Tx et i hear about'tliﬁs?h aid, " i
., i . Anyway, - théfe. ign ven: :
bill filed caumé folrl-al.?éﬁ ‘6ﬂib§§s*§'

! state cranberry.The blaeberry’s©
only competitor is thé tomato, -

Burlington County, specifi-
cally Whitésbggf,iq.Penibe n,,

Township, fs’the ' birthplace:
the cultivated; _luebbﬁwgbuﬁ:‘..i_}_‘
took a group'of schoplchildren™
: . from Monmb@tﬁ;Coijijty t6 lopby
; . for the bldeberty. Lawmakers: _
. from Monmiouth are:sponsofing
thebill. § < TSN A
Outside the Legislattre, how- |
ever, it’s hard to find backers, -
Gov. James E. McGreevey,
the state Départment of Agricul- |
. ture and the New Jersey Farm *
Bureau, a lobbying grotip ﬂ‘xr the
agricultureindustry, a ‘fook a’
pass at naming a preferred fruit; ¥
“What we say is that all fruit
should be given that kind of stz
tus,” said farm bureau Director
Peter Furey. :
“We have not taken a posi-
tion. It’s like having a parent
choose a favorite child,” said
; state agriculture department
e ’ spokeswoman Hope Gruzlovic, -
If the Senate goes dlong; the
blueberry would ente, the hal- .
lowed halls of official, state
things. They include the viglet®
as state flower, theleasters
_ : - goldfinch ad state bird;sth ‘
s gt ’ eybee as stdte bug; theshorserasy
- state animal,' the square dance
as state darice, and thé knobled !
whelk conch ds the stafe shell:
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