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Cranberry its farmers in a jam

STAFF WRITER

Like other Pmelands cran-
berry growers,: Jeff and Ned
Lipman are looking at an im-
mense fall harvest. The trouble
is, they can't get rid of all that
fruit.

So with cranberry prices still
in a deep funk,:the Lipman
brothers are trying. something
novel — a pick-it-yourself cran
berry harvest

One of the last cranberry op- - |
erations in Ocean County, the |
Lipman farm off Dover ‘Road
just outside South™ Toms ‘River e
will open to the public from 8
am. to 5 p.m. Oct. 27:28 and
again Nov. 34, in what could be

“We re gomg to
bogs, about.16 acres, : that we.
didn’t pick,” Ned L1pman saui_
“It will be dry — we’ll drain the

bogs the week before — 80 peo-
ole won’t need boots, except if
‘hey come very early and , 3
here’s a dew.”: Ty % " BRIAN FERREIRA/. Staff Photographer

Cranberries are usually “wet MJgrant workers corral cranbernes as they are harvested at the Lipman farm off Dover Road out-
aarvested,” by flooding the bogs side South Toms mver Own _s have set up plck-lt-yourseli days ior the public to take the fruit off
where - the low-growing cran-  their hands ata very aifordable price.
berry vines snake across moist

soil. sized sack for $10;fo-r pe,oble Before New Jersey growers partment of Agricujltﬁre plan,
The vines are then agitated Who want a lot of fruit for home invented and refined equlpment called a marketing order, to
with mechanical beaters, to canning or other projects. . . . for! ‘wet harvestmg in the ‘mid- help the cranberry industry re-
knock the fruit off so the berries “We want: to have somethin 20th century, the’cranberry in- cover from several years of
will float to the surface. The for everybody, from famllleg dustry - depended  on migrant ov.ersupply and depressed
cranberries are then corraled wijth kids to mature adults from labor for. dry picking. Since the prices.
by workers wading into the the retirement communit],es, cranberry business started in  projected prices to be paid by
water and. pushed onto con- pesgaid the 1840s, those pickers were re- the Ocean ‘Spray cooperative
veyors that load the harvest s ; cruited from among Pinelands ¢pould be over $20 per
into trucks. Along with cranberry demon- native families; old 19th century 100nound barrel for the 2001
strations, there will be market- jllustrati f b h , .
“We' ; ; illustrations of cranberry har- ..on That's better than the $11
We'll flood one of the bogs ing representatives from the crop. LAa ;

P : e yests in Ocean County feature to $12 paid to cooperative mem-
and knock fruit off, so people Qcean Spray cooperative, tout- hordes of pickers, including i p pe :
y it,” Li : “whit 0L, DICHErs, INg  phers for 2000, but they are still
>an see how we do it,” Lipman ing samples of the new “white d childre k
sai ' ” WORmIEIL A 0 N, WOrking 1jycky to break even on the cost
’dld' The event 18 p]ﬂnned S0 crarlberry ]ulce drmks The thelr way across the bogs_ A . o th
eople can learn something clear products are' made from : PG of maintaining their farms, the
ibout cranberry culture and the the cranberries of early Septem- Ovel'.‘ the next century Italiap Lipmans say.

»peration of the Lipmans’ farm, ber, before they take on their and Irish immigrants and Afri-  This year, growers can bring
ocated on the Jake’s Branch of deep red hue.’ can-American day labore;‘lsl, in only two-thirds. of the fruit
he Toms River two miles west : i from . the . Philadelphia area they sold during the heyday of
f Exit 80 off the Garden State i g%?;ra;vegﬁi?hg?;t %ﬁii m;(s’ worked for cranberry growers. the 1990s when prices briefly hit
>arkway. juices. The “dry” ‘cranberries For the last 50 years the Lipman $60 a barrel. It’s that surplus the

family has hired Puerto Rican Lipmans hope the public will

Admission to the farm will be sold in the supermarket pro- tun 4 e
ree, Lipman said, and he plans duce aisles are but a tiny por- workers for.the gugmn man- take off their hands, mstead of
power. forcing them to dump it.

mn offering visitors TWwo bag tion of the fall harvest, mostly
jizes for their picking: a regular picked on smaller farms in Mas- But they have less fruit to
)ag for $5, and an institutional- sachusetts show for it, because of U.S. De- Kirk Moore: (732) 557-5728
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