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November 20
Birds do eat holly berries in the fally and they hn'n & decided preference for the

berries of cne variety over theose of another - arother point to be considered in the
selection of holly, T have a sma2ll holly tree near the house, which nearly every year
hears & good crop of berries, and the birds almest always strip it before Christmes.
This matter was discussed at the meeting 2t Judge Brown's, and ¥r, Fearing had us laste
the berries of different trees. Nesring sald the berries were an emotic, but did not
‘have such effect if merely tasted ard were then spit cut. The berries ﬂf.thﬁ tree that
Judge Brown ﬁaid were always stripped early in the season ¥r, Nearing called sweet. So
they wers, btut with an unplessant after-taste, The presumption is that the birds prefer
the sweeter berries and eat them first, This is something om which holly enthusisste
can begin observations. Howsver, I think it will be well to find somthing to dispel
the disagressble after-taste of even the sweet berries.

Tlizaheth C, White
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Novenber 26, 19kl
T am so glad to get your notes on the eating of holly berries by birds. On the

strength of them, T tasted a berry from 2 tree wﬁieh the birds had rearly striwgid. :

do not admire their taste, for T had to return to the house to get a peprermint to take W
away the unpleasaﬁt #ftar»%aato. T am not sure thet the btirds do eat the fruit of this ?1
particular tree, fbr I have watched it and have never seen a biﬁﬁ rear 1%, ﬁn the other
hand,wthere arﬁ.many field mice and 1% might be that they take the fruit for thé sceds

only; of i% may be chipmunks. Xncther reason for my thinking éo is that the fruit

disappears from the center of the tree and that on the outer hranches never seems to

go entirely.

I recall ' -t “vooes of D4, ooyt oand PHh, an® alwavs Yol wheir berries through

the season, Ariaveitly, [T the theory iz correct, these larries ware not scceptable



