James Fenwick to Andrew Jones February 7, 1870

Lisbon Farm Feb 7th 1870

Dear Andrew

When speaking to you of Daughter Minnie's merraige, without solissitation
you offord to assist me in sterting her in house keeping. I teke up my pen to say &
few words sbout this

The Farm brought us in debt lest year and from all appearences will do
so again this yesr. The reduction in values for produce Taxes. Township County &C
are like an old fashioned rent. The exorbitant price for wages ere the things
thet meke Farming & poor chance for msking money. In my oppinion & return to spe-
cie payment, or any nesrer return to it &t this time would distress meny a well to
do Farmer. Not more than one Ferm in “ifteen is free from Mortgage some for 2/%
of there value.

It is the custom for the bedginnor to commence on a heavy mortgaged Ferm. The poli=-
tical party that attempts to bring about specie payment. will be distroyed by the
attempt The Cranberry Farm has payed better than Lisbon Farm. and promises to
increese in paying Vine “orms have become distructive to others Becoming feerfull
of having my vines distroyed.I have spent some money to increase the fldod. the
only remedy for this pest. I have itwo large ponds nowl but still there is not enough
of it yet. Since the house was built and the fence put up. every Yollar invested

on the improVement of the Bog has payed me ten for one, in a year or two after the
outlay. We have in twelve years in N,J. increased the quantity produced annually
twenty fold and yet not reduced the price the business appears firmer, and more
reliable &s we go., Unlike other things thks culture is confined to certain locali=-
ties that are addapted to it. The Wer made Farming a good business. The Cranberries
made good returns. end I improved my Farm by underdraining & marl to a large extent.
This is where the money went. and I have it yet in the increased productiveness

of the Farm Experiance has me how to put them--drains in--in so &s to be permanent.
The consiquence of this is that I was able to refuse Twenty Thousend Rollars for

L Farm two years since because it wes worth more. The Cranberry Farm yields for
better interest on 20 000 than Farms do thaet bring thet price. Ny stock implements

% are wobtth a thousand or two So that I am better of than when I took the Bog.

The Ferm I would like to hold for my son. we are all attached to it Zmme & all.,

A few more underdrains, the introduction of Strawberry culture &C on the Sandy ridges
Sey Seven Acres in these. ¥our in some later kinds of smell fruits. With or
without our new Rail R that we are certzin to have would mzBe the Farm pay (I

have inquired into this. snd although many havew or ave giving up this culture. I

am sure that I am right my soil is better addapted to it. and I am more accustomed

to this kind of care than many that have gone in to it) The Flooding at the bog
should be made perfect, The turf mekes the sides of the Damn., and when that

is teken from, should be finished up and planted in Cranberries. From repested
experiance fifteen hundred Yollars spent down would increase the valiie of the

place in Four years Fifteen Thousand Dollars, or pay ten or more per cent upon it

I did want to do these two things and furnish Minnie five hundred Dollars to
assist in commencing house keeping this spring. I think that the returns are so
certain, and that it is the best for my son. to hold out ®» me bright hope in making
the Farm pay. to incoursge him in Industrious habits. That in thriving all connected
with me would be benefited more or less.

But I cennot get it., and I cannot see how you can sssist me in helping Minnie with a
likely hood of_being payed at eny certain time without a sacrifice on my part to meke
the pesyment. So would not like to meke the bargin for any definate time And you
told me you had no money for such things in 1867, S0 I am obliged to you for the
offer slthough I eennot make use of it

Yours truly
James A Fenwick
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Early in the soring of '70 the yoUng folks went to a farm a saort
aistance from Norfolk, Virgiaia, where Josepvun's fetuner, Barclay White,
aad ovougnt, witi porrowed woney, farus for two of ais sons, Joseoi and

Georges
)
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He—aoasd they ceutd teke advantage of the early efforts to ship
fruit and vegetables to uew York Market) before .ore nortiern farus glonn i

supply theme. b
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After tne finisn of tae strawﬁer;y season at the Norfolk farm they
returned to New Jersey. Then, for the first time , my kother rode cn ta
new railroad and wce assisted in alignting from tae train at New Lisbon,
by having a large osacking box brougnt to use as a stede

Tne young couple set uo nousekeeping in Juliustowne. Their first

vaby, a littl daugater, was oorn and nezmed Rebecca for

Josepn's motzaers.
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yotherts firest baby, Tit¥¥e Rebecca, tuough a nealtay, vigorous

little tuiung died ‘ . HNeither the yo .g mother nor the locsa

physican knew now to feed wuer when nursiag must oe stovpeds
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The second baby was vorn on Cctodber oS, 1871, at Lisbdﬁ Farm, taough
ner parents were xeeping wouse in Juliustown. Sheﬁas named Elizabeth
Colemene. Grausductner Fenwlck ned been asked whicu the would prefer, to
nave tne baby named Mary Fenwick for her-eif, or for her sister Lizzieg
3.e c.ose tihe latter neme.

Before baby "Lizzie" is a year ola anotaer latter goes from James .

Fenwick to Cousin Anidrewe
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