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PREPARATION OF SELLITG PLARS
for :
VHITESBOG BLUEBERDY PLANTS

oseph J. White, Inc.,
New Lisbon, N. J.
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OUTLI”E OF POINTS TO BE CONSIDERED AT CONFERENCE OF MR, HAYWARD, MISS

WHITE !

AND MR. HUTTON, OCTOBER 3, 1922.

Our blueber:y plants are of the s, eciss Vsccinium Corymbosum, commonly
called swamp or high bush blueberry.

PLANTS SOLD AND AVAILABLE

v We plan the
of 1924 and spring 1925.

Plants

sold fall of 1g=23 2,000

Plafits contracted to be delivsred in spring of

Plakts
Plants
apring

1823 500
available for spring of 1823 and unscld 13,000
available for sale in fall of 1833 and

of 1924, estimated 70,000

providing decision is made before Decesbar 1, 1823,

production of at lszast 100,000 plants for the fall
This can be increased if advisable,

7€ have inguiries from or information concerning about ten pros-

pects who are considering commercial blueberry pruiﬂCti)n. At
leust two of these are considering planting ten acres. (1260
plants are rsquired for one acre.

Pl nts will be sold in sets of cur selection us follows:

Set do. 1 ~ 1 plant each of Rubel, Sam and Harding. 3 plants

for $4.00, deliverad.

Set No. 2 - 1 plant each of Rubel, Sam, Harding, Grover and
Pioneer.

Set No.

5 plants for §7.50, deliv*rnd.

3 - 40 Plants Rubel
20 Gfovar
20 - ®  Harding
10 - Sam
10 # .-Pioneer

100 Plants for $100.00, purchaser raying

trangportation.



Prices Continmed - -
One-half of Set Wo. 3 will be scld at the sane rate.

Discount of 10% on three or more of Sats Hos.l and & on the same
ordsar, Ny )
509 addl 0 o (20
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SIZE OF PLANTS

Plants grown in 3* pots having & firm ball of roots and tops
eight to twelve inches high. Thig is the pame size as we set
in our own fields.

In cur fields, these plants set out in the fall, will produce
as follows: '

1st summer - no fruit.

ond summer - a few berries. (We always remove the flower buds
in the spring so as to throw the entire strength of the plant
into growth in order to et a vigorous bush.)

34 gummer - & good CTrop. (One or twe quarte per bush.)

Thereafter - erops increasinrg in size until the Tifth or sixth
gsummer at lesast.
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They reguire a gsnerous supply of moisture, but will not thrive
undar ocultivation in soggy soil or standing water.

A light sandy soil is prefercble, if not absolutely essential.

While the srecies of blueberry we cre growleg is native from
nokthern New Eugland to the Southern States, we are not yet
certain whethsr our New Jersey ¥aristiss are hazxdy in the ex-
treme North. Tt is unlikely that they will succeed south of
North C rolina, oxcept in the mountalins, More exact limitations.

.5 to c¢limate are still to be lsarned.

SQoilg not naturally sulted cen be prepured by migdng in peat,
which we are prepared to furnish, or by mixiog in lezaf mold,
partly decayed lsaves or other vartially decayed vegetible
matter.



Soi? and Clim:te Reguirs=zents R
Co tiraead

We have investipations under way for the oreparation of the soil
by the use of cheaicals, but have no final res:lts yvet.

we chtainsd from the wild state the original bushes of the va~-
rietiss Rubel, Sam, Harding, Adams, Dunfee and Grover and theve
ig no stock existent excert such as has been sold by us,

F 4
(Phe wvaristies Pioneer, Kathorins and Cabot huave bsen originated
by the U. 8. D¥partment of Agriculture in cooperation with us.

A few plants have besn distributed at the rate of cne or two
plants to a persop and a limited number will continue %o be dig-
tributed by the arteent.

As previously discussed, we propose 0 require from a2ach pule
chaser an sgrsement not to distribute planta of the vurieltes
furnishsd by us.

The blusberry 1sg difficult to propagate and requizes apecial
gorditions and umusual c¢are, so there is likxely to be little
gcompetition from other murserymen propaguting selected varietiss,

Convatition seens most likely to coue from murserymeén sho s~
cure bushes collected from the wild. Such bushes will produce
fruit so greatly Iaferiocr to curs that thers is no coiparison,

Hore Gardens
Almost &1l gorden solls need srecial preparation and care.

Susccess 18 possible in home gardens as evidenced by several
instances of which we know snd by repsat ordsrs for rlants.
Fe will collect more information on this poing by & question-
rzira $o purchasers of plants and by visiting some purchasera
2% nearby polints.

Planta are expenaive and results uncertain, thorefcre we should
not advertise to the class of people to whom the purchase of
even a few plenta will be & matter of moment. Especlally ad
hecouse such people are unlikely to be able to give intelligent

C2T8.



Available Merkets, Continued -
Commercial Fruit Production.

Tsrritory where soil and cllumate are guitable is limited. The
principal localities now known to us being

aouthern New England, especially Cape Cod.
Long Island

Southern New Jersey

Southern Delaware

Notthern Indiana

Sonthern Hichigan

Southern Wisconsin

Scouthern Minnesota

There are limited areas where an acre Or gore is naturally gnited
to blusberries scattered through most of the Northwestern gtutes.

Probably parts of Washington and Oregon.

we have much to0 lsarn about soil and climate requirements and 1t
gesms possible that as our knowledge of regquirements increases
we will find that they thrive on land not now considered sulta-
ble.

Cranberry growsrs are best prospects because

(a) They have waste land adjacent %0 cranberry bogs that is
gsuitable for blusberries.

(b) It eases the lebor situation und provides work for woren
ard children of families of employees.

(¢) It brings in money just before the heavy expense of harvest-
ing cranberries.

(a) Many cranberry growers are financially able to buy plants.
The acreage coat of plants is high - only & limited number of

people can afford to buy =nd it will take soze tire for these to
decide %o buy.



NURSERY

TRADE AND DEALERS
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On account of peculiar conditions reguired for blueberry culture
it seems inadvisable to place plants in the hands of dealers.

It gives opportunity for substitution of inferior varieties and
places the salesman under the temptation to sell the plants as
guitable for any soil, which will result in many failures and
tend to give blueberries a bad name.

v

We can get around this by accepting orders from dealers for
oehipment diréct to customers, allowing the dealer a discount of
/25% . We will enclose cultural directions with each shipment,

50 as to be certain that the purchaser understands how to handle
the plants. '

For the present, it seems inadvisable to solicit orders from
dealers, but to accept such orders when sent to us. As our sup-
ply of plants increases, 1t may become advisable to solicit deal-
ers'! orders.

ADVERTISING AND SELLING

Our connection with an advertising firm has been made at this
time so we would have their guidance in making plans and estab-

1ishing correct policies for selling the large quantity of plants

that will be available in the fall of 1923 and thereafter, rather
than because we felt the need of advertising at once.

Blueberries now have considerable news value and it is possible
t6 secure much general publicity on that account. Will not
this publicity decrease to a large extent as soon as we start
paid advertising?

Is it possible to reach the prospective purchaser of plants for
commercial purpcses through magazines of general circulation at
recasonable cost?

Will we not get better results in finding buyers for fruit pro-
ducticn at present by advertising in papers of local circulation
guch as the "Wareham Courier® of Wareham, Massachusetts which
publishes cranberry news and ciroulates quite widely among cran-
berry growers and possibly by advertising in some Yocal papers
in Southzsrn New Jersey?

We now have a very complete list of cranberry growers which we
circularized several timres and which can form the basis of a
campaign.



Advertising and Selling -6~
Continued.
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As definite prospects are located, it seems desirable to follow
up those in New Jersey by personal calls,

Sales campaign for 1923 should be based on sale of about 8,000
plants, the balance being reserved for sale to prospects now
on our lists.

Tllustrated circular and sales letters should be written to ap-
peal to buyers for home garden use.

Could we secure lists of suitable prospects in some other way
than by magazine advertising for the small number of plants
for sale this year? For instance, it has been suggested that
membars of the various Garden Clubs would be good prospects.



