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Birds do eat holly verries in the fally and they hn'n a decided preference for the
berries of one variety over those of another - arother point to be considered in the
selsction of holly, I have a sma2ll holly tree near the house, which nearly every year
bears & good crop of berries, ard the birds slmost sluways strip it before Christmss.
This matter was discussed at the meeting 2t Judge Brown's, and ¥r, Fearing had us tasts
the berries of different trees. Vesring said the berries were an emetic, but did not
‘have such effect if merely tasted and were then spit cut, The berries ofv the tree that
Judge Frown said were plways stripped early in the season Fr, Nearing called sweet. So
they were, but with an unplezsant sfter-taste, The presumption is that the birds prefer
the eweeter berries and est them first, This is something om which holly enthusisste
can begin otservations. Howsver, I think it will be 11?032{1 to find something to dispel
the diaagrtsablé after-taste of even the sweet berries.

Elizabeth C, White
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Vovember 26

T am so g}.ad to gat your notes on the eating af holly berries by birds, On the
strength af them, T tasted 2 berry from 2 tres wmch the birds had rearly strirped. T
a§ not adnire their taste, for T had to return to the house to get a peprermint to take |
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particular tree, for I have watched it and have never meen a bﬁd rear 1%, fﬁn the other
hand,ythern ara.many field micoe and 1% might bs that they take the fruit fef the seceds
onlyy of it may be ehipmmks. Ancther reason for my thinking éa is that the fruiy
disappears from the center of the tree ard that on the outer branches never seems to
go entirely.

I recall ' o% voes of O4, Tsov’ oand Y, aem" alwavs tole their berries through

the season., Arjave: tly, [T the tleory ir correct, these larries wsre not acceptable



to the birds, for starlings snd robins were in flocks on the Island, T am wondering
if the so-galled everbearing holly is tied wp with the bird or mice food questicm,
Two years age when T went to get branches for Christmas in one of the holly groves It
West Barnatable, I found the snow covered with berries. This was the work of red
squirrels, for I saw them filling their mouths with berries. If we are to contend

with birds In holly growing, this will become a serious problem, particularly if the
birds go after the berries before Christmas, Starlings would be the grestest offenders;
they like all kinds of fruit. I recall that in another year I saw blue jays in the ‘
trees in West Barnstable, and T slso saw a cuckoo acting as though he liked the berries,
I en watching my trees which have fruited quite carefully this yesr in order to see

what really happens.

Wilfred Wheeler
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Dr. Pirone writes that he hag sent you coples of the minutes of the two meetings
of the Folly Research Committee. He semt them also to Harry Dengler, Extension
Forester at the University of Maryland and to Y, O'Rourke at Glendale, Md., who is
commected with the UL.D.A. His specialty is the eulture of plants which will check
ervsion on hillsides and also have some economic value, It was he who told me that
¥r. ne:iglcr was interested in forming & commitiee in Maryland similar to that in
Hew Jersey.

¥hy should net a similar committee in each holly-producing state of the eastern
seaboard, sponscred by a stable agriculiural organization, be the very hest kmé of
organization for the promotion of interast in holly? Fecause of your inmderest in
holly and your cornection with sgrievitwre in Vsgeachusetts, T think you are especially

fitted to stari such zn crpanivatior n angachioetis,



