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The cutting back of t he bunching-type holly will afford the best means of
pecuring cutting wood, though there is not likely to be a great deal the first year,
The first ten days have been quite cool here, not enough to damage the blue-

berries and the outdeor holly has not started sufficiently to be injured by a hard
frost. I sm always glad to have spring a little late, for there is less probability

of the new growth being hurt.
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I planted the hollies that you sent to me and find that most of them are doing
well, but the following will give you a corrsect picture of them:

"Osa" lost no foliasge and is looking splendidly, "Haning" is almost the samej
in faet, this one has some fruit. "Clark" lost most of its foliape, but has leafed
out, "Uriscom" does not look so welly tut eome of the plants are starting from the
bottom. "Farage" is splendid; 1t lost no folisge and has grown six inches. Two
plants of "Joyce" look badly, but the rest sre fine. "lsura" lost the follage, but
three of the plants are coming along uell now,

I feel sure there is great difference in 'the recovery power of certain strains,
and this may be in ratio to the reoting power. 7T do think, however, thst more
attention should be giver to the transplanting value of a variety, since this wonuld
be of much importance in shipping.

There is quite a Joke about the "males" you sent to me., Three which I kept have
a nice crop of fruit; those were handled two or three times before being set perma-
nently, yet they ncver lost a leaf and bloomed end set fruit., I used a couple of

Ly,

them in some seit’nrs T made ard will have to chsnpe then in the fall,
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I recall that you thought it would be difficult to get cuttings from a type

such ag that pictured ir Horticulture which has so much fruit on 44, T cut the tres
back very hard snd have a splendid erop of new wood, Also on some euttings T have .
rmade of this variety, there are bunches of berries almost as large as those on the

original iree. »
I rooted about 100 of the o altaclarersis cuttings which T got frem Long Island,

As this holly is 2 fast grower, I feel it is going to be a fire ore for Christmas,

My young plante wvhich set this season are frowing wonderfully, and I now have
over 1,000 cuttings and grafts,

T have not been in the woods wuch, so do not know how the wild hollies heve set
fruit., ¥y own are very shy of fruit, How are your plants? The swful war is, I am
afraid, going to ruin the business, though T have received many letters from interested
people.

John Wister is getting some hollies for the canpus of Swarthmore College; soms,
he wrote, from you. T think it is a fine ides to establish a eollection in one nlace
se that holly will be preserved for the future, '

Wilfred Wheeler
LA R R R E RN
August 25, 1942

I have realized for the past ten years that the transplanting quelity of any
strain of holly 4s of the utmost importance, but it is one of the qualities which
take so long to be sure of, T have known for some yeare that "Clark" ecan be moved
with ecorparative ease, "(sa” 13 a much newer seleetion 5 T have the impressiocn that
it may prove a finer hedge variety than "Clark", but your repart 1s the fipst T have
had as to ite trancplarting qualitr, T an flad to have rny fownrable Lpression cone
firmed, T have '~ cvinitershle miperterae wish "Targra, srd 14 1s all pood., The

only fairly large tree 2t hitecbog im a "Fapare" s ©7¢ 11 s always londed with berries,
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I have found "Farage" to be a good wmover,

Even my limited experience with "Manig” leads me to believe that 1% is ome of
our best varieties. I am so pleased that it has done well with you,

I believe that the difference in transplanting quality is largely connected
with the type of root growth., Just as some strains of holly have rangy, loosge
growing tranches and others have compact tops, se the roots of some are long and
gtringy while othere have compact root systems, ihe latter, of course, make the
plants much easier to move,

I have not had much experience in moving "Joyee" s but the plant is ths most
rangy and repid-growing in the rursery, and it may well be that the roots sre of the
same type. I did not see the original tree of "Joyece"; but Tom Windon, who found it
in a holly swamp, was very enthusiastic about its size and beauty., The original,
Tom told me, was cut to the ground e few years ago to get branches for sale at
Christmas,

In the nursery the "Griscom” holly grows somewhat like the "“Joyce" » but not eo
much s0s I am afraid that it is not going to be one of the easiest types to handle
after it grows too large for pots.

It is pleasant that you can take the big crops of berries on the "male” hollies
we furnished as a joke. I am embarrassed that this happened. It seems probable that
our men made a mistake in the digging or that some mistake was made further back with
the cuttings or little plants., I find it very difficult to ebtain the accuracy I
desire irn the nursery work,

There is another possibility, however, with these so-called male hollies. We
have had cuttings from plarts, which we knew to carry principally male flowers, set
berries in the groenhouse bench; and there is zlwayvs a sprinkling of berries on the

definitely male iinllics in the rurserve ¥est o/ our wale 1oliies gre in a separate
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block to avoid just such a mixeup as happened in the sghipment to you. Yesterday I
examined these carefully; s few plants in & row of males, where the foliage seems to
match perfectly, have good crops of berries. I am inclined to think that some strains
of holly may be sasily subject to bud variastion from mals to female or sven that the
flower buds may develop differently in different weather conditions or other environe
mental factors,

Tue above sounds "erazy", and is very difficult to prove under the conditions
with which I am working. I write it not as an excuse for sending the berry-bearing
male plants; but to start your thoughts and observetions in this direetion, I telieve
that there are many strains of holly not subject to the variations I suspeect in others
and that these will always be more valuable for horticultural puwrposes.

£l4zabeth C, White
R IR
August 29, 192

I am sure, as you say, that a sprawly tree will have the same kind of roots,

Also I have found, when taking hollies from the woods, that the soil has a good deal

to do with the root growth., The ground In one place where I get hollies is someswhat

stoney, and I have to dig eround the tree, remove the stones, and let the tree rercot
in the new soil before moving it.

In the Country CUentleman, there is an item about 2 new holly called "Firecracker®,
Bvidently, the person who found it does not know that hollies cften carry their fruit
throngh the next summer, "St, Mary” slways does thils and is often as red on the Fourth
of July as at Christmas, Some one no doubt will make a big story sbout this and try to
fool the public again. I wrote to Fies, who is resporsible for this columm, and told

him that he ought to know better than to start anythin; liks this,

19

I suppose ;nu have heard from Jeohm Vister arout the hollles for Owerthmore, T

o

am sending him o fou wihlck T am svve will do wsil there. T heve scveral hundrede of
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some fine strains which I was able to have pgrafted in a Commecticut greenhouse.
While T am not interested in grafting as a rule, I must say that these plants arve
more than twice as large as any of the cuttings. Of courge, they will have to be
watched for suckers from the roots. T have named one of the varieties "Emily" -
this is one that bunches so heavily., T have the old tree wel) cut back so that I
shall get quite a few cuttings from it this fall, There does not seem to be a large
crop of fruit this fall, though some of the trees are well loaded.

As for the males, I wish that some one would do some research on this problem,
for it does not seem possible that polien could travel as far as a mile, as I know
it sust, in order to fertilize some isolated trees.

Batchelor has gone into the Army, so we shall not have his secouting work to look
to any more.

Wilfred heelsr
KW R W RN RN HER

September 1942
I do not regularly see the Country Oentlemsn, but a tear sheet of the article on

the "Flrecracker" holly was sent to me by Mr, Vicholson, Several persens comnected
with the Curtis Publishing Co. were here preliminary to the printing of this article,
Hp, FMicholson among them; otherwise, I probably would have missed the holly srticle.
I have had some correspondence with Wyman S, Smith of the U.S.D.A., who is

responsible for the publicity about this holly. He has givern me accurate directions
to find the tree, if I drive; but that is out of the queation with the present rutber
situation, I have writien him that I should be glad to try cuttings from the tree,
but that it would be of no value to me unless, in eddition to carrying its berries
two summers, it also haes ertra fine follage, the guality of =uking reat rursery plants
without a great a»>unt oy pruning or other attention, srd the guality of being movad
with comparative case., I furtlor told him that it weuld take fror eight to ten years

to prove its value compared with other girains of holly in the nurserv,
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Yeaterday I checked carefully the plants grown from the cuttinge you sent to meg
from the 1940 cuttings, there are 75 plants of "St, Mary", 5 of "St, Ann", and 50 of
*Allen"; Wheeler #1, 30 ard Wheeler #2, 75. From the cuttings sent last fall, we
sbtained very few plants and they are still weak and small. The nubers are as
follows: "laura Thomas®, 253 "Quirm", 353 “St, “ary", lhj "St, Amn¥, 7; "Helen Make-
peace”, 1; and "Dorothy", 16,

You may recall that I brought the euttings of "Dorothy" back with mes they were
set on October 21st. The others were not received until after the middle of November,
and this late start is a great handicap in getting cuttings started, Ve usually get
the beat resulta with cuttings which are made in September or even the latter part of
August. |

We had & remarkably fine stand from owr own cutiings which were zet during Septeme
ber. There is great difference among the different strairs of holly in this respeet.
When our holly house was burned after Christmas 1935, we put in cuttingé in January
1936 from a few good trees we had marked, From one lot of these cuttings, we obtained
very good results, and so far the resulting plants have all been marked Jenuary 1936.
The older plants are now three to four feet high, and among the best eight or nine
varieties we have of that sisme.

The plants from the cuttings you sent me in 1940 are mestly about cne foot high.
ﬁx&se of "St, Mary" have especially beautiful glossy folisge. The plants of “heeler
#2 have quite a sprinkling of berries. The “Oriscon” plants of the sm aga are
heavily buried,

The erop of berries on the nursery plantes is very irregulsr, some plants in a
row of the ssme variety being heavily berried and others tearing few or no berries.

As the holly nrursery is located on an old cranberry bog, the gmall plants are more
likely to have the ltlogssoms Andnred by frost thar 3f T ware able to have them ~n
higher ground, As - ofifzet to this disadvantare, they =2 excellert growth; in

fact, they have 'r.onm co fast this surmer, that it is really erbarrassirg when we
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have no present and assured market,

If you care to have me try cuttings of the new hollies you have selected, I
suggest that they be sent as soon as poesible, They should hsve an extra amount of '
wel moss about them and extra heavy wrappings of ng paper to compensate for what
will probably be a slower Journey.

Elizabeth C, White
LE R E R EEEEEEE) |
October 20, 1942
We have practically all the holly cuttings that we shall make this year, unless
something speeial turns wp, I believe, however, that I shall take the tops off of
approximately 75 "St. Mary" plants and meke them into cuttings. T ean probably get
another 100 plants that way, even though it will delay the developnent 6: thoae T
have.
Elisabeth C, White
****%%*%**%*
October 25, 15h2
Like many farmers, I am beginning %o question the velue of running a farm withe
out sufficient help and will no doubt have to curb my efforts to a ninimm next ceasen,
It makes me feel that I am not doing my share in the war effort, ut at my age I cannet

do the hard work I used to do., All this seems to curb ny acﬁivitiea with other things,
such as holly, and I cammot look over the country as formerly, I have heard of new
hollies near Rochester, but I am afraid T shall have to pass them up this season, 1
have had several orders for large plants and hope to get the men later on to move them,
Referring again to the holly that holds its fruit, I hope that the government
will not do anything foolish, I have Pound several others here which 3till have the
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old fruit on ther, 1 4t 33 Just row Larring dark ood dropvdog off, "St, Amnn® hag

this habit to a r3rire dorrene I have Leen looking sver the hollies you sent me, and



